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—who have escaped from the Communist enslavement their native 
lands. 
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Political Section 


The Communist Road Utopia 


THE 19TH CONGRESS 


All Union Communist Party Congress, 
which opened Moscow October was de- 
scribed the Satellite press major event the 


Communist world’s history peace and progress. Ever 


since August 21, the day the Conference was announced, 
was front page news. Propaganda immediately poured 
forth from all quarters and, for weeks, the keynote 
Communist Europe’s chorus joy was glorification 
Stalin. 

The Congress was the main sounding board for 
current Kremlin line. All speeches fit into the well-estab- 
lished pattern Moscow dialectics, and the schism be- 
tween East and West was emphasized again and again 
prove that, because its manifold virtues, the Soviet Union 
had been chosen the leader progressive mankind. 
contrast, the was depicted oppressor leading the 
capitalist camp disintegration, ruin and war. Much at- 
tention was paid not only the Soviet Union’s peaceful 


and creative work, but also its “protection national 
sovereignty.” However, all these claims did not deter the 
delegates from making innumerable references the might 
the Soviet Armies and the invincibility the Soviet 
camp. Nor did these assertions conceal the almost complete 
subservience the Satellite leaders Moscow. 


More they any other event post-war years, the Con- 


gress dominated broadcasts and newspaper space. One 
the main purposes the area-wide campaign was stimu- 


late production work competitions, device which has 
become concomitant all Iron Curtain celebrations. 
Furthermore, was also stressed that “the most important 
and honorable duty work deliveries for the USSR.” 


Thus, Prace (Prague), reported October that Czecho- 


slovak workers had sent delegation the Soviet Am- 
bassador with pledges greater production. Similar an- 
nouncements were made other East European countries. 


The Soviet Five Year Plan 


One the major themes the Congress was that the 
Western world divided interests, filled with inter- 
necine warfare, economic crises and moral anarchy, and 
that temporarily resolving its difficulties expansion 
war industry and the Korean War. Stalin’s statement 
economic policy and the fifth Soviet Five Year Plan 
inspired numerous editorials the Satellite press the 
disunity and increasing impoverishment the “capitalist 
camp preparing for war.” The Soviet economic program 
was proclaimed peace plan. this respect, Rude Pravo 
(Prague), October declared that the Soviet system 
superior capitalism because Soviet economy “has abol- 
ished misery and unemployment and based the peace- 
ful coexistence nations” 


the Socialist system [has eliminated] suffering, 
unemployment, economic crises and all other capitalist 
curses. The draft the fifth Five Year Plan 
plan peaceful economic and cultural development 
the Soviet Union Fulfillment [of this Plan] will 
strengthen international economic cooperation, the 
peaceful coexistence all countries. Therefore, [the 
warmongers dread] its influence the common people 
all nations. The agenda and decisions the 19th 
Convention will become school for the whole peace- 
loving world, for the anti-Fascist and anti-imperialist 
forces all countries.” 


Contrasting the merits Stalin’s Five Year Plan with the 
situation the West, Radio Prague, October 13, stated 
that instead respecting national sovereignty the Ameri- 
cans are tightening the fetters dollar dictatorship all 
dependent capitalist countries. “The US,” the commenta- 
tor declared, “has become international exploiter and 
slavedriver, the gendarme international 


“America’s policy blackmail reducing her so- 
called friends the status beggars and increasing 
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the [schisms] between the capitalist powers. 
unlikely that Britain and France want remain 


underdogs forever. also unthinkable that West 


Germany and will not try stand their own 


“The hopelessness the situation the capitalist 
world particularly obvious when compared with the 
development that: part mankind which has already 
rid itself capitalism. Today, the ratio strength 
between the peace camp and the camp war makes 
the prospect averting war reality.” 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), August 30, claimed that 
the present expansion war industry capitalist coun- 
tries bringing them one step nearer economic chaos: 


The governments many capitalist countries 
headed the have based their economies very 
different [principles from those the Soviet 
They are artificially expanding war industry, cutting 
civilian production and preparing for military adven- 
ture against the camp peace and Socialism. This 
will not save them. the contrary, only brings 
them closer economic chaos and sharpens the contra- 
dictions within the capitalist economic The 
new Five Year Economic Plan welcomed all nations 
the most convincing proof the strength Soviet 
economy. The historical merit the Soviet people 
great; despite all difficulties, they conquered and built 
the blessed regime which today, with its Five Year Plan, 
building the road Communist society.” 


The Satellite Leaders Speak 


Delegations from the Iron Curtain countries left for 
Moscow early October. Leading figures from all these 
nations paid tribute Soviet guidance and hailed the 
Congress source inspiration and signpost along the 
“Socialist road Communism.” The addresses, printed 
part below, are characterized unity sentiment and 
similarity phraseology, indicating the extent which 
Satellite collaborators adhere policy. 


Poland was represented three members the Polit- 
buro: President Boleslaw Bierut, Chairman the Polish- 
Soviet Friendship Association Edward Ochab, and Fran- 
ciszek Mazur, Secretary the Central Committee. Speak- 
ing behalf his delegation, Bierut eulogized Soviet 
accomplishments length. also stated that with Soviet 
help Poland had regained lands along the Oder-Neisse and 
had become unified nation. The following excerpt 
taken from Tass: 


“The victory world-wide significance won the 
USSR over Fascism the Second World War has be- 
come the turning point the lives numerous people. 
has had returned her ancient lands the Oder and 
Neisse and the Baltic coast. Having given the 
ignominious oppression fraternal people—Ukrainians, 
Byelorussians and Lithuanians, Poland has become 
national state single people. eight years 
Poland has changed from economically weak country, 


heartlessly exploited capitalists, country rapid 
industrialization developing economic might.” 


After describing Soviet aid and friendship the source 


recent Polish achievements, Bierut concluded: 


“The 19th Congress the All Union Communist 
Party Bolsheviks will become for the whole Interna- 
tional Communist Movement inspiring ideological 
stimulus the ensuing struggle. The draft the new 
Party statutes pattern for Communist struggles— 
for self-sacrifice, fighting activity and boundless devotion 
the great cause and the great idea propounded the 
leading social science, Leninism, [developed] for man- 
kind the Stalin epoch.” 


“To Live and Build Freely” 


Prime Minister Matyas Rakosi Hungary made simi- 
lar speech the Congress. quoted Szabad Nep 
(Budapest), October also lauded the “Soviet libera- 
tion policy,” and expressed his gratitude for Soviet aid. 
Contrasting the past and the present, Rakosi 


for the first time, Hungary was free nation unfettered 
foreign exploitation: 


“For several centuries, the Hungarian people were 
chains, oppressed foreign conquerors, oppressed and 
exploited their own landowners and capitalists. The 
fight for freedom they had waged was drowned blood 
until the liberating Soviet Union finally broke the 
chains Hungarian workers. For the first time the 
annals their history, the Hungarian working people 
have been allowed live freedom and build 
freely happier future. For the first time they have ex- 
perienced the achievements people whose free 
development hindered neither capitalist exploita- 
tion nor pressure from foreign colonizers.” 


Like Bierut, Rakosi concluded that Soviet experiences 
had been enormous advantage Hungary, and that 


the Congress was source inspiration for all Commu- 
nists: 


“All are shown example the rock-like 
unity the spirit bold and constructive criti- 
cism and self-criticism which manifests itself this Con- 
gress, spirit that becomes the source fresh successes, 
lending fresh strength the peace camp 800 million 
strong and all those throughout the world who are 
fighting for better and freer Socialist future.” 


Adding another voice the testimonials Soviet splen- 
dor, President Klement Gottwald Czechoslovakia asserted 
that Stalin’s statement economics would adapted 


work his country. quoted the Czechoslovak Press 
Service October Gottwald said: 


eyes millions Czechoslovak citizens are the 
Moscow Kremlin, Comrade Stalin, and all those pres- 
ent here. When the heroic Soviet Army, under the 
leadership Stalin, [destroyed] Hitler, was made 
easier for settle accounts with our own capitalists 
crush their attempts carry out counter-revo- 
lutionary putsch. Now come you learn how 
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build Socialism. And the results the 19th Con- 
‘Economic Problems Socialism the will 
inexhaustible [source instruction] for our daily work 
and daily fight develop and consolidate the Socialist 
order Czechoslovakia, for the fight preserve peace.” 


“Thundering Applause” 


Prime Minister Gheorghiu-Dej expressed himself more 
servilely. “The working people the Romanian People’s 
Republic,” said, the opening his speech, had 
“boundless love for the glorious USSR Communist 
Party and for the greatest friend the Romanian people, 
the teacher and leader workers all over the world, Com- 
rade Stalin.” Gheorghiu-Dej then elaborated Romanian 
“successes” made possible Soviet help, and listed de- 
tail new industries and projects such the notorious 
Danube-Black Sea Canal. conclusion, Gheorghiu-Dej 
again sang the praises the USSR, ending his speech, like 
many the other Communist leaders, with the word, 
Stalin: 


the ever growing and indestructible friendship and broth- 
erly collaboration between the Romanian people and the 
peoples the great Soviet Union. 

“Long live the glorious Communist Party the Soviet 
Union, the Party Lenin and Stalin, the vanguard 
the international Communist movement. 

“Long live the best friend the Romanian 
people, our dear and beloved Comrade Stalin. [Thun- 
dering and prolonged applause, developing into ova- 
tions. Everybody rises].” 


Prime Minister Vulko Chervenkov Bulgaria made 
speech the same pattern. Identical statements were dis- 
seminated for mass consumption throughout the Iron Cur- 
tain area. For instance, October 15, Czechoslovak Min- 
ister Interior Grisa Spurny spoke children’s pro- 
gram: 


You have heard from your teachers and Pioneer 
about the 19th Congress the All Union Com- 
munist Party Bolsheviks. You have also wit- 
nessed these events. the large and beautiful halls 
the Moscow Kremlin, where the Tsar once ruled, the 
best people the entire world met October 
the presence Comrade Stalin, they discussed the best 
and the most beautiful plans. They talked about the 
future development Communism the Soviet Union, 
development which will mean permanent happiness, 
freedom and peace for all working people.” 


Contrasting this with life the “capitalist West,” Spurny 
claimed 


“Once upon time, children poor workers and 
farmers our country lived the way children the 
US, France, Britain and Italy live today. Millions 
American children cannot attend schools because there 
are school buildings. Children have clothing. 
They have shoes. They hungry and have 
money pay tuition.” 


Political 


(Russkay rajza) 


Top caption: American Standard Living Chart. 
Botton caption: “You see, son, that eats your bread.” 
From Vilag (Budapest), September 25, 1952. 


similar program was broadcast for five year olds. 
the following day, the intensity the campaign was re- 
vealed Member the Central Committee the Czech- 
oslovak Communist Party, Frantiszek Havlicek, who said: 
“To help those participating the Year Party Political 
Training, 100,000 copies Stalin’s article [on economic 
problems the USSR] and 300,000 copies Malenkov’s 
report are being published this week. Further publications 
will follow, including 600,000 copies book containing 
Stalin’s article and the most important speeches-made 
the 19th Congress.” 

Probably the Congress was called decide questions es- 
sential future Communist policy, but neither the ques- 
tions nor the answers were made public. For the outside 
observer, the Conference was huge spectacle designed 
affirm the solidarity the Soviet camp and reassert the 
general line Communist propaganda. Soviet tactics and 
Soviet policy may given new and refurbished trappings, 
but Soviet goals remain fundamentally the same. 


APATHY AND ERROR 

Apathy seems one the major problems confront- 
ing Iron Curtain regimes. recent weeks, Communists 
have been charged with indifference Party membership, 
Party education and Party meetings. Other editorials 
condemned violations Communist principles and at- 
tempts deceive the Party submitting false production 
reports. Brno, Czechoslovakia, carping Party officials 
and instructing Party pupils along anti-Soviet lines were 
severely rebuked, indicating the regime’s failure gain 
popular support. Bulgaria, difficulties with farmers pro- 
voked purge agrarian organizations and censure 
propagandists. And the Baltic area, Communist spokes- 
men denounced “bourgeois nationalism” among intellec- 
tuals and high government circles. 
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Throughout, stress was placed the need for constant 
indoctrination and continuous vigilance. Making repeated 
claims about the infallibility the Party and urging the 
elimination all traces the Com- 
munist press revealed that even top-ranking officials and 
leading Party workers exhibit resistance State com- 
mands. 


‘The Czechoslovak press recently upbraided Communist 
Party members for negligence carrying out their tasks. 
September 11, Rude Pravo (Prague) declared that 
Party organizations the industrially crucial Ostrava 
region had mismanaged the admission new members 
and thereby prevented the Party from manning many im- 
portant posts the mines. September the news- 
paper complained that rural districts few farmers at- 
tended meetings because local Party leaders relied solely 
the mechanical medium broadcasts instead making 
door door canvasses: 


“Communists villages must not depend only 
local broadcasts summon farmers public meetings. 
Stribrne Horny [Plzen] the comrades [did]. And what 
happened? one attended meetings. The comrades 
learned their They discussed the matter and de- 
cided invite them personally. The next meeting was 


Listing other examples indifference, Rude Pravo 
claimed that skilled technical workers lacked interest 
cadre work and Party educational courses. The cause was 
again attributed offhand propaganda methods. Appar- 
ently, workers can induced take courses Communist 
doctrine only they are “urged” privately and individu- 
ally: 

“Some organizations suggested pupils for the Higher 
Evening School mechanical way instead holding 
private conferences with each comrade. Party organiza- 
tions were therefore unsuccessful persuading [people 
attend]. One member the plant-wide Party com- 
mittee the Research Institute Prague-Liben aban- 
doned the method persuasion altogether and went 
far tell technical workers that they did not attend 
they would lose their responsible jobs. 

“Technical cadres form important part our new 
intelligentsia. But not one chief engineer, manager, 
planner production manager has been suggested for 
courses CKD Stalingrad, CKD Sokolovo, SKODA 
Works Smichov, TATRA Works 

“Among those pupils suggested, many not under- 
stand the importance Marxist-Leninist education. 
They find excuses for not attending, such shortage 
time and overwork. [In particular] they claim that at- 
tendance will interfere with their special work.” 


Instructor Praised the US” 


One the trouble spots Czechoslovakia Brno, the 
second largest city the country. Party purges this area 
began 1950 with the Sling case; since then, the Party 
apparatus has been reorganized several times. Shortcom- 


ings Party work, however, still confront Communist 
leaders, and violations discipline, ideological deviations 
and organizational disorders form the basis numerous 
complaints. September 23, the daily (Brno), 
lashed out Party propagandists for indifference and 
Western leanings. Weaknesses are especially evident the 
Year Party Schooling where, owing careless screening, 
there are pro-American instructors. cited one 
example the case teacher who described the Soviet 
Union country “quite alien Czechoslovakia”: 


“The poor screening instructors for courses the 
Year Party Schooling best shown the case 
schoolteacher Martinasek Topolany. This ‘instructor’ 
praised America his lectures and told his pupils that 
the Soviet Union is, after all, quite foreign us. The 
District Party Committee took this case and removed 
the man from his instructorship. But the Comrades 
the local Party organization refused agree such 
step and objected that they have other teacher.” 


Furthermore, attendance the Year Party Schooling 
has sharply decreased throughout the area: 


“In Slavkov District, elsewhere, the number those 
who take Party Schooling was percent less 
than the number originally registered. Reports 
show that this year the number non-Party people 
gained for Party Schooling 1,000 less than last year.” 


Devoted Submission 


Earlier, August 19, voiced other criticisms 
about the unwarranted independence Party groups. 
Communist organs Moravia, the newspaper wrote, vio- 
lated the principle democratic centralism; that is, they 
went far demand that they permitted evaluate 
proposed resolutions the Central Committee. Such 
attitude, concluded, was complete distortion 
terms: “The essence democratic centralism devoted 
submission all resolutions superior Party organiza- 
tions.” 

August 12, admonished captious critics: 
“Only people with guilty consciences, only people lacking 
positive attitude towards the Party will meet 
private homes and plot against the Party, blame the Party 
and rejoice over the slightest mistakes Party officials. 
Only these people will send invented complaints Com- 
rade Gottwald and the Party’s Central Committee.” 

connection with the difficulties mentioned above, 
interesting note that Vaclav Palecek, Otto Sling’s suc- 
cessor Secretary General the Brno region, was recently 
replaced Vaclav Pasek, Communist member Parlia- 
ment. Another important change occurred August 
when Bohumil Ubr, Chairman the Central National 
Committee Brno, was replaced Vaclav Matula. 


Cheat the 


Hungary, the Party press angrily denounced 
munist managers for falsifying production reports and con- 
cealing mistakes. October Szabad Nep (Budapest) 


ticisms 
they 
raluate 
ich 
tion 
evoted 


critics: 
lacking 
Party 
fficials. 
Com- 
J 

ve, 
ecently 
Parlia- 
gust 


gave examples various ruses “deceive the Party,” 
schemes which indicate that officials well workers fear 
reprisals for failures Plan fulfillment: 


has been noted that Party members conceal 
the truth from the Party. They even submit false 
production reports, and thus commit one the gravest 
crimes—that misleading the Party and the State. 
flagrant example [this] the case the Mining Trust 
Company Nograd, whose managing director issued the 
following order, supposedly with the Ministry’s consent: 
‘When making production reports for May, the Nagy- 
batony Mines must add 200 carloads [to the total figure] 
and the Menkes Mines must add 100 carloads. The miss- 
ing quantity will produced June and 

“The director the mine, opposing such gross mis- 
representation, took the letter the District Party Com- 
and [then] one the officials the Ministry. 
His reply was: ‘Since the District Party Committee has 
learned about the matter, you had better remedy it.’ 

“We must fight such deplorable occurrences. The 
Party has use for cheats. Anyone who deceives 
the Party cannot tolerated our ranks.” 


“The Political Expert Was Sued” 


Other attempts suppress public knowledge failures 
were noted Szabad Nep (Budapest), October Ac- 
cording Communist doctrine, one important means 
eliminating deficiencies open criticism. practice, how- 
ever, this system has not brought the anticipated results. 
Stating that cases like the ones below are not unique, the 
newspaper claimed that two authors complaints about 
engineer and factory manager were penalized: one was 
fined and the other sued for slander. 


the 22nd Building Trust Company Buda- 
pest, one the workers wrote the editor the 
factory paper criticizing the chief engineer. The letter 
was sent without being shown the factory director. 
After all, [the author] had the right so. The di- 
rector fined the author fifty forints and the loss 


two days vacation for not sending through ‘official 


The other case point concerned the director silk 


factory and Party member who, the newspaper com- 


plained, was not protected from legal action his superior: 


“In Mohacs, one the political experts the local 
Party committee criticized Mrs. Boeszen, director the 
silk factory, for not following Party line and for having 
distributed factory premiums workers unfairly. 
What happened was shameful. Mrs. Boeszen filed suit 
against the political expert for ‘slander.’ The local court 
dealt with the case and reconciled the defendant 
with the plaintiff. The saddest part the story that 
the Secretary the local Party Committee knew 
the case and still did not take steps prevent one his 
co-workers from being taken court for having made 
justified criticism.” 


All Communist Party members Hungary must register 
between October and November that new member- 


(Budapest) 


Political 


ship cards can issued. editorial dealing with this 
action, Szabad Nep (Budapest), September 13, declared 
that many people underestimate the honor Party mem- 
bership and are careless with their Party cards. member- 
ship card, the newspaper pointed out, not merely means 
identification, but important document authorizing 
person hold the distinguished title Communist. The 
newspaper also claimed that those who lose their cards 
contribute enemy activity permitting traitors who find 
them commit “outrageous acts” the guise Party 
members. Because such cases exist, Communists will 
checked thoroughly during registration and only members 
possessing old cards will given new ones. exiled 
Hungarian researcher has said that the purpose this 
registration get accurate statistical data Party 
membership since many Communists, besides losing their 
cards, have moved during the past few years. This fact 
was noted Szabad Nep: 


“Any member candidate who has changed his resi- 
dence place work must notify his old Party organi- 
zation and must report the Party organization his 
new place work residence prior registration. 
Party committees, Party organizations and Party agents 
must make sure that every single candidate and Party 
member registers. But the same time, they must 
the alert for anyone registering illegally. They must pre- 
vent the enemy from infiltrating the Party.” 


The Carefree Life 


Young Hungarians, particularly young peasants, were 
severely criticized meeting the Central Committee 
the Communist Party last June. Similar attacks against 
youth’s ideological shortcomings continued throughout the 
summer. (See October issue, 9.) August Nepszava 
expressed with 
trainees who, despite the life” and “advantages” 
offered them the State, have failed exhibit disci- 
plined patriotic attitude. Stressing that political work must 
accompany practical training all traces bourgeois men- 
tality are eliminated, the newspaper wrote: 


This year, 60,000 young men are being given in- 
dustrial training; 20,000 live our student homes and 
get free board and lodgings. The workers’ State offers 
them carefree life—gives them uniforms, school equip- 
ment and modern housing. 218.1 million forints were 
provided for them this year’s budget. But also 
make demands our trainees. Comrade Gero 
pointed out, “The Party and the People’s Democracy 
expect industrial trainees prove worthy our devo- 
tion doing well their studies and attaining 
high moral level through self-imposed iron discipline 
and love their country. Among our industrial 
trainees can still detect attitude reminiscent 
bourgeois ideology and education. They exhibit undis- 
ciplined conduct, lack respect love comfort and 
lack hardiness. Workers are often slack and retreat 
when confronted with difficulties. [All this] evidence 
bourgeois mentality.” 
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“Purges Must Not Mechanical” 

purge agrarian organizations Bulgaria the most 
recent government measure speed collectivization 
agriculture. editorial September 27, the news- 
paper Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), declared that enemies 
are found among “kulaks,” and owners flour mills, 
grocery stores and factories producing agricultural equip- 
ment. The way determine the character agrarian, 
the newspaper said, discover his attitude towards 
cooperatives. “Peasants who openly oppose joining co- 
operatives cannot become remain members agrarian 
organizations, which must work close contact with co- 
operatives.” Giving instructions how the purge 
performed, Zemedelsko Zname wrote: 


“The expulsion reactionary and class alien elements 
should not done mechanically. must performed 
such way that the one who expelled completely 
isolated from the organization. must unmasked 
not only before members [his own] organization but 
also before all members comes into contact 
The most important condition for the purge hostile 
elements that leading agrarian members tested fol- 
lowers the Communist Party and take firm stand 
carrying out Party decisions.” 


Difficulties with Bulgarian farmers were further empha- 
sized the September issue Rabotnichesko Delo 
(Sofia), which complained that Party work among indi- 
vidual farmers was unsatisfactory. Censuring Communist 
organizations for laxity enforcing government directives 
and for neglect propaganda work, the newspaper pointed 
out that such attitude creates conditions favorable 
the enemy. 


“Complacency resulting from the great achievements 
the Socialist reorganization our rural economy has 
occasionally caused the importance Party work among 
individual farmers underestimated. This at- 
tude also shows that private farmers are not always con- 
sidered cooperative farmers and that Party 
policy not always followed rural districts. 

“At present, our rural Party organizations’ most im- 
portant task mobilize all cooperative farmers and 
all individual farmers for work. All Party and Govern- 
ment decisions must explained them. Work the 
Soviet Union and the great perspectives the Soviet 
Five Year Plan must described.” 


The President Sheltered Nationalists 


the end September, conference the Lithuanian 
Communist Party was held Vilnius. According the 
coverage Moscow’s Pravda, Chairman the Supreme 
Council the Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic, Justas 
Paleckis, was harshly condemned for failing suppress 
“bourgeois nationalism.” 


“In his speech attacking bourgeois nationalists, Com- 
rade Justas Paleckis concealed behind generalities 
his unwillingness expose nationalists, [Other 
members the Conference] cited incidents which 
showed that Comrade Paleckis not only had concili- 
atory attitude towards bourgeois nationalists but even 


protected them. Also, was not sufficiently helpful 
the struggle for the Socialist reorganization 
agriculture.” 


Other high-ranking officials, including the Prime 
ister, were accused performing their work indifferently 
and without vigor: 


“The Council Ministers and the majority 
Ministries are not working with enough intensity 
and not assume responsibility for their assignments. 
The leaders the Council Ministers and particularly 
[Prime Minister Mecys] Gedvilas are responsible for this 
situation. 

“Minister Agriculture Augustinaitis and his deputy 
Kolcov [did not express themselves well enough] such 
important matters developing agriculture, cattle farm- 
ing and selecting kolkhoz personnel.” 


Nevertheless, both Paleckis and Gedvilas were “elected” 
candidates the Central Committee the Communist 
Party Soviet Union. 


harsh attack against “bourgeois nationalism” Latvia 
was made Professor Vladimir Miske the August 
edition the Riga newspaper Cina. Bourgeois nationalists, 
said, refused learn the Russian language, rejected 
Soviet scientific theories and cultivated hatred the 
USSR. Miske, who was educated the Soviet Union, also 
declared that “bourgeois nationalists” distorted the mean- 
ing the word Fatherland trying divorce from 
everything “Soviet Socialist 


“Bourgeois nationalists incite hatred between Lat- 
vians and Russians. Linguists ignore the achieve- 
ments progressive research and aim eliminating all 
words Russian derivation from the Latvian language. 
Furthermore, they distract people from actual problems 
Communist construction playing with the term 
Fatherland and trying divorce its meaning from 
everything Soviet Socialist nature. Bourgeois 
nationalists spread scientific theories contrary those ac- 
cepted Soviet science and defend reactionary the- 
ories. Several times, scientists the Latvian State 
University have been asked write critique bour- 
geois geography, but they have not done 


CRIMES AGAINST COMMUNISM 


Law Communist Europe applied according dom- 
estic and foreign policy and colored according govern- 
ment aims. Thus, any crime may become springboard 
for attacks against the West—the alleged source and in- 
spiration most internal outbursts. Similarly, trials are 
made fit the State’s case, which, with increasing fre- 
quency, prove that the and other Western democ- 
racies harbor and abet the worst elements society who 
commit the worst kinds crimes. this way, resistance 
the form felony “treason” portrayed im- 
port from the West and alien the general character 
Communist people. recent weeks, the Polish regime 
went far state that distinction can made 
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between political criminal and ordinary felon because 
since the establishment Communism there other 
political ideal serve. 

Whether the State’s case organized place blame 
the US, eliminate “hostile elements,” find scapegoats 
for failures inculcate fear, the Communist machine 
deals harshly with its victims. Absenteeism, for instance, 
currently penalized forced labor and jail, and in- 
efficiency execution. Beneath all the official claptrap 
involved the cases below, evident that the Com- 
munists have not turned men into Stalinist robots. 


Death for Mismanagement 


Czechoslovakia, director agricultural co- 
operative was recently condemned death for misman- 
agement. The accused, Miroslav Deml, was tried before 
the State Court Prague September and along 


with three other farmers who allegedly abetted him. The 


group was charged with falsifying reports cover mis- 
takes and causing the cooperative loss 1,100,000 
koruny. Deml was also accused working for the Gestapo 
during the war. His accomplices were given prison sen- 
tences ranging from years and lost their civil 
rights and all their property. September com- 
mentary the case, Rude Pravo (Prague) listed some 
the accusations follows: 


the Communist coup] was appointed 
agronomist the farm owned the Gramophone 
Corporation Lodenice. and his companions 
the autumn 1950, they neglected post-harvest 
ploughing, deep ploughing and fertilizing. But Deml 
his reports and the cooperative won the dis- 
trict contest cooperatives. confessed that pur- 
posely miscalculated feed rations that the fertility 
the sows would decrease. His mismanagement resulted 
deficit exceeding 1,100,000 koruny. also resulted 
poor animal breeding, rusty machinery, badly culti- 
vated soil and the deterioration the farm.” 


Miners Jailed for Absenteeism 


Two large trials Czechoslovak technicians, engineers 
and labor officials were staged the Ostrava mining 
region July. The defendants were charged with causing 
serious accidents the mines, neglecting safety measures 
and encouraging inefficient work “an irresponsible sys- 
tem progressive awards.” (See September issue, 2.) 
According European correspondents, several trials 
miners followed during August. The severe penalties im- 
for absenteeism indicate that low coal output has 
become one the regime’s major problems. 

reported that Slovak miners were tried before 
penal commission the Karvina District National 
August for having missed more than fifty 
during the past year without valid excuses. The de- 
were also accused passive resistance because 
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they failed complete set norms. Six defendants were 
sent forced labor camps for three years and the rest 
received prison terms ranging from six fifteen months. 

Other reports state that August the Gottwald 
Foundries, workers were prosecuted for similar offenses. 
the same day, seven miners were arrested the URX 
pit Ostrava for causing damage not sounding fire 
alarm time. Forty other miners from the pit were 
this connection that the URX pit fulfilled the Septem- 
ber plan only percent. 

Another news item states that August the penal 
commission the Ostrava National Committee tried 
miners from the Hlubina pit for missing forty shifts during 
the past three months and for causing failures plan ful- 
fillment. Five other defendants were accused offering 
their superiors food parcels bribes for overlooking their 
absence from work. The latter were sentenced one 
year’s forced labor and the others given prison terms 
about eight months. One the miners was handed over 
the District Court Ostrava where will tried for 
assaulting member the Plant Council with dangerous 
weapon. 


Two Militiamen Shot 


September 28, the Czechoslovak press announced 
that two members the People’s Militia had been shot 
death skirmish with two “capitalist spies.” The 
incident which took place the village Revnicov, Bo- 
hemia, was alleged part emigre campaign 
“undermine the Socialist Government.” The provocateurs 
were supposedly American agents dispatched from West 
Germany. One them was killed the struggle and the 
other escaped. The “murder” the two Communists, 
officials the local cooperative, was commemorated 
numerous editorials and speeches. Member Parliament, 
Karel Mestek, said that the affair points the need for 
constant vigilance and that the future anyone failing 
support the regime will severely punished. The fol- 
lowing excerpt from his address was taken from Rude 
Pravo, September 28: 


“Our two Comrades, Frantisek Mika and Karel Jugl 
were slain the bullets repulsive individuals sent 
here the warmongers, the murderers Korean 
men, women and children. this should 
ask ourselves whether always perform our 
whether are the alert for enemies and traitors. 
The bereaved families our Comrades will ask why 
they had lose their husbands and fathers, They will 
ask everyone the community who has not taken 
positive attitude towards our Republic. They will ask 
everyone who talks about approaching war. These 
malcontents should realize that their attitude they 
help deviationists and traitors their criminal activities. 
They should realize the impossibility returning con- 
ditions pre-Munich days. will punish merci- 
lessly all those who words deeds damage the serene 
and peaceful construction the State.” 
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The actual cause the skirmish was not reported nor 
were the attackers specifically identified. That the fight 
may have been connected with the severe persecution 
farmers resisting collectivization was indicated the 
newspaper Pravda (Bratislava), September 28. edi- 
torial condemning the “criminal assault” gave account 
events Revnicov preceding the incident: 


“Days passed, weeks and months passed. Tension 
Revnicov rose the boiling point. The preparations 
committee had been existence for two years, but 
uniform cooperative had been established. Many wealthy 
farmers the community actively campaigned against 
its establishment. But their efforts were fruitless. 
the propaganda work Party members and the 
preparations committee under Comrade Mika co- 
operative was set up]. September 21, cattle were 
brought common cow barns.” 


The White Legion 


Eight Czechoslovaks accused being members sub- 
versive organization called the White Legion were tried 
before the State Court Kosice between September 
and October According the Communist press, the 
group, operating Eastern Slovakia, was directed its 
activity short-wave station controlled foreign 
agents. The White Legion reported have organized 
terrorist groups, distributed weapons, hindered the estab- 
lishment agricultural cooperatives, and have created 
fifth column for hostile foreign countries case war. 
The defendants were also charged with committing terror- 
ist acts and endangering the life, freedom and property 
citizens “devoted the regime.” 

The prosecution claimed that the White Legion con- 
sisted three groups led the defendants Jan Minarik, 
Michal Mihok and Jan Resetko. Mihok’s group was said 
have kept Black Book containing the names per- 
sons favoring the Communist Government. Mihok, and 
companion called Madej, were with the at- 
tempted murder game warden and his family June 
1951. Another defendant, Frantisek Bodnar, allegedly 
killed farmer and shot death two members the 
police January 1952. October the Court sentenced 
four defendants death, one life imprisonment and 
the other three prison for periods ranging from fifteen 
twenty-five years. 

Roman Catholic priest and teacher religion called 
Josef Marsalek was tried before the District Court 
Jihlava August for advising his pupils not take 
part Czechoslovak work brigades and for defending 
the US. According Rude Pravo (Prague), Septem- 
ber one Marsalek’s pupils, thirteen year old Pioneer, 
asked him whether was possible love even American 
Fascists who are murdering Korean children: “Marsalek, 
the obedient servant the imperialist warmongers, dared 
distort these terrible facts and defend the crimes com- 
mitted the American hordes Korea.” Marsalek was 
sentenced fifteen years imprisonment. 
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are our God and have other God beside you.” 


From Vecherni Novini (Sofia), Sept. 30, 195! 


“Catholic Imperialist Servants Commit Treason” 


Bulgaria, show trial forty Catholics accused 
espionage, terrorist activities and plots overthrow 
regime was staged between September and October 
The group, which included priests, 
charged with printing anti-Communist leaflets, working 
“imperialist” intelligence agencies, organizing armed band 
and sabotaging government measures. (See October 
39.) Four defendants were sentenced death and 
rest varying terms imprisonment. Denunciations 
the Vatican and capitalist governments for 
anti-Communist elements comprised the main 
themes connection with the trial. editorial 
September 24, Otechestven Front (Sofia), declared: 


“Espionage trials Bulgaria prove that American- 
English imperialists and their servants satellite capi- 
talist countries place great faith former royalist officers, 
various Fascist organizations and capitalist remnants who, 
until recently, were sheltered the opposition groups 
Nikola Petkov and Traicho Kostov. 

“The indictment the Catholic espionage organiza- 
tion new proof that imperialist servants [are en- 
gaged] treason. Where did this band get its courage 
from? Hardly from its own strength. Not from the 
ple. The band was evidently encouraged the source 
that gave financial support. The spies and con- 
spirators priests’ robes hid Fascist leaflets the Gospel 
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and secret transmitters and machine guns behind ikons. 
Those who use diplomatic hospitality serve 


destructive purposes should warned the ex- 
posure these men. The [trial] should also warn- 
revolutionary vigilance.” 


another attack September 27, the newspaper 
Narodna Mladej (Sofia) condemned the “despicable al- 
liance between the Vatican and Wall Street.” 


“After World War II, American capital became the 
Vatican’s main source support. [In exchange for 
money] the Vatican has put its reactionary ideology and 
its huge propaganda and espionage organization the 
disposal American imperialists. Today, the entire 
Catholic Institution engaged desperate fight for 
the preservation capitalism. The Vatican has become 
tool international reaction, the instigators 
new world war.” 


“Crimes Instigated Western Broadcasts” 


September, eight Poles were tried for the murder 
Stefan Martyka, former commentator the Commun- 
ist radio program, Wave 49. The crime was alleged 
inspired the Voice America, and all during the month 
the Communists attacked Western radio broadcasts 
Iron Curtain Europe. (See October issue, 2.) Sep- 
tember 18, for example, Martyka’s successor, Wanda Odol- 
ska, elaborated the thesis that crime. and hatred 
Poland are fomented programs from the West: 


Despite the fact that none the defendants was 
able express clear political viewpoint, the gang has 
political character. [united] violent hatred 
all creative forces Poland—including factory chimneys, 
Warsaw apartment houses, the voice Stefan Martyka, 
and the workers’ contentment. This same hatred flows 
from the broadcasts ‘Voice America,’ ‘BBC,’ ‘Free 
Europe,’ and ‘Madrid.’” 


the following day, Wanda Odolska said: The 
murder Martyka recalls another incident, less tragic, 
but similar. Last year gang ‘Bikinists’ assaulted Pro- 
fessor Schenbrenner, author book Polish history. 
This criminal attack was advised Anglo-Saxon radio 
broadcast.” 

And September 24, Radio Warsaw, describing the 
criminal activities the gang,” declared: 


“ 


They drew their inspiration for the crime and 
for the American way life and American style kill- 
ing from the ‘Voice America,’ the London radio and 
the so-called Free Europe station. These are the 
sources the poisonous propaganda which inspired 
the gang.” 


“There Ideal Left Serve” 


From other items the Polish Communist press, 
seems evident that the Martyka affair not yet ended. 
Exiles say that Polish clerks the American Embassy who 
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were called witnesses during the trial will probably 
kept prison and tried some future date for col- 
laborating with the defendants. this connection, the 
newspaper Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), September 23, said 
that enemies are still large and can neither ignored 
nor considered members political opposition because 
reason for such opposition exists 


case not finished. One the conclusions 
drawn from the trial that the class enemy still 
active and will not cease interfering. also obvious 
that the enemy cannot ignored. Poland, today, 
there difference between ‘common’ bandit and 
[political] criminal. There are more so-called ideo- 
logical murderers because there ideal which they 
can serve. The Martyka case not over. His name 
should inspire hatred those who send spies among 
and whose poisonous propaganda causes 


September 25, Wola Ludu (Warsaw) declared pro- 
phetically that not only enemies, but the source espion- 
age will eventually destroyed: 


“The time will come when the criminal center itself 
will destroyed. the center which assembles the scum 
all nationalities for subversive spying activity. The 
united world will obliterate this center, will destroy 
order liberate nations from criminal activity 


designed prepare ways for conquests bankrupt 
capitalism.” 


IV. THE US: “LAND SLAVES, 
POVERTY AND WAR” 


Again and again, the Communist press reiterates the 
official version the schism between East and West. Com- 
munism, Communist definition, will create world 
peace and plenty, good people, free people and happy 
people. Capitalism, Party spokesmen claim, results only 
poverty, brutality, corruption and war. illustrate this 
point, propagandists frequently pluck the strings senti- 
ment describing the contrast between the life youth 
these two worlds. They harp the bleak future and 
pitiful condition young people America who are de- 
prived the “grand perspectives and creative life” offered 
Stalin’s children. The Communists further assert that, 
their lust for world domination, imperialists aim 
rear blind tools for aggression and consider the individual 
consequence. They develop this thesis claiming 
that the wiping out masses sterilization and crim- 
inal experiments. Throughout, the analogy “Nazism and 
Fascism” appears constantly and “American sadism” 
described beyond Communist belief. 

The following quotations from Satellite newspapers 
illustrate the nature these attacks. Other diatribes 
foreign policy the Balkans and the Near East are 


noted brief, having been dealt with length previ- 
ous issues. 
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“Flames Licked the Orange Heap” 


vicious description poverty and cruelty the 
was broadcast over Radio Prague September 25. Mix- 
ing Communist potion fact and fiction, the commenta- 
tor described the alleged murder starving American 
child with characteristic bathos and feigned authenticity: 


“The street where little Betsy plays has many puddles 
after rain. But under the California sun, 
puddles evaporate quickly and the street will soon 
dusty and full refuse. Nobody, however, seems 
mind. Not even those who spend their lives the com- 
munity. These unfortunates seldom have the opportunity 
visit the boulevards lined with apartment houses oc- 
cupied well-dressed people whose children attend 
school regularly and the movies Sundays. The 
only recreation [Betsy and her playmates] have floating 
wooden slats, representing steamships, the polluted 
puddles. 

“The wind tears through Betsy’s shabby dress and 
water seeps into her torn shoes. But she pays atten- 
tion such She wonders what passengers 
pleasure cruises 

“Betsy hungry. For breakfast she had only soup. 
George suggests that they the outskirts the city 
where [carloads surplus oranges] are being burned. 
Perhaps they can get 

“At the refuse dump, men unload oranges from trucks. 
man leaning against one the trucks urges them 
work faster. His voice angry. From time time 
fondles the rifle beside him. Betsy asks him she 
can have few oranges. The man shouts. ‘Scram, you 
[Most of] the children flee. Workers begin 
pour oil the fruit. Betsy wants one orange. Just 
one. She will give her mother some it. The man 
reaches for his rifle. Maybe she can get two. 

“Shots. 

“Where Betsy? 

“Flames lick the orange heap. Betsy lies beside it. 
Her right hand clutches orange. Her left hand 
her head. Blood drips through her grimy fingers.” 


letter the editor published the September 
issue the magazine Kvety (Prague), illustrates other 
Communist techniques used prove that Americans are 
merciless and inhuman. Czechoslovak mother supposed- 
wrote the following account her daughter’s reaction 
upon learning that “US soldiers are killing Korean chil- 


“My little daughter returned horror-stricken from 
school few days ago and repeated what the 
teacher had told the class about Korean children. 
knew that daughter could not [believe what she 
had been told] and felt that confirmed it, then 
must true. With tears streaming from her eyes, and 
her voice breaking, she cried: ‘Mommy, the Americans 
are wicked. They drop bombs Korea. They destroy 
houses and kill people, even small children. You know, 
they even drop [poisonous] insects make people ill. 
Mommy, why they it? Korean children have done 
them harm.’ 

“Suddenly, she stopped, thought moment, and her 
father entered the room, exploded: ‘Daddy, been 


soldier, but you didn’t kill any children, did you?’ 
When her father had comforted her, she sighed with 
relief. But make quite sure, she asked, ‘And you never 
will kill any?’ [Then she gave him this advice:] ‘If Ameri- 
cans should come and ask you repair car make 
tank, don’t it. Let them home any way they 
can, even foot. serves them right that Korean sol- 
diers are destroying 


“Trousers Broadway-Style” 


The August issue Szabad Nep (Budapest) 
clared that the American Legation Budapest dissemi- 
nates literature which corrupts the morals Hungarian 
youth. Directors the Beloiannis Communications Equip. 
ment factory discovered that workers were making cigar- 
ette lighters and cases for themselves during factory time. 
Collecting these articles, the management arranged ex- 
hibition show the source these 


“One the windows contained books found the 
possession several young workers. [Among these] were 
Whispering Death John Spencer, the hair-raising ad- 
ventures Big Bill Barrey, and other trash American 
origin. was clear that this pulp literature had 
come from somewhere and had distributed some- 
one. was discovered that Gyorgy and 
several other workers visit the library the American 
Legation regularly. That where they fell love with 
Big Bill and Whispering Death. While under the influ- 
ence American literature, the errand boy, Lajos 
Mersics, stole glue from the shop, and Kocsmaros tried 
Americanize his appearance wearing flashy socks 
and shirts, and tight trousers Broadway-style. The work- 
ers were very amused the exhibition but even the 
young workers realized that Whispering Death, Big Bill 
and other books from the American Legation were trash. 
They then turned valuable and useful work.” 


According Glos Pracy (Warsaw), September 22, the 
aim education develop willing slaves for per- 
petrating genocide: 


“There can never high level education 
country where all life subordinated the policy 
war preparedness—to death and destruction. The mo- 
nopolist masters Wall Street consider education 
means for rearing slaves ready execute the criminal 
designs millionaires and militarists. [These men] have 
demanded the murder Korean children napalm 
bombs and deadly germs, and have suppressed the efforts 
all honest people longing for peace. Such men 
have not hesitated corrupt American youth, because 
striving amass wealth genocide, all means are 
justified. This corruption American youth one more 
illustration the criminality American imperialism.” 


“Human Life Held Cheap” 


Several attacks against the “low standard living the 
US” also appeared recent editions the Polish 
One these, printed Wola Ludu (Warsaw), 
ber 23, asserted that Americans attach value the life 
the individual: 
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“The American Government has interest pro- nibals our century, the Anglo-American imperialists, 
with tecting the individual [because] involved crazy are similar Hitler and Mussolini. They are the 
ever armaments race. Industrialists concerned with profits are ones who should not only sterilized, but reduced 
all the more unwilling ‘release’ money for [bettering silence once and for all.” 
nake human conditions]. Human life held cheap, and the 
they fate the workers tragic the US. Millions are 
sol- unemployed and homeless. One third the people live 
dilapidated homes, log cabins and clay huts, although 
the housing crisis the US, according American press 
estimates, could solved easily percent the 
amount appropriated for war preparations. The 
has ten million illiterates. Barely percent the popu- 
lissemi lation can afford medical care. 
conditions] exist all capitalist countries, 
Equip with the difference that the others disintegration 
cigar even more marked because general economic weakness 
time and exploitation American monopolists. 
article entitled “The Continual Impoverishment 
the Working Classes Capitalist Countries,” the Bulgarian 
the newspaper, Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), asserted that be- 
cause Communist economic achievements, millions 
people the West had joined the Soviet camp: 
“Immediately after American aggression Korea, TARU 
with under the heavy monopolists and ous spies, diplomats and militarists have climbed Mount Ararat 
landowners. During the last ten years 700,000 farmers supervise the war preparations the Turkish dollar-mercenaries.” 
influ- have become beggers. the US, there are more than 
tried economy capitalist countries, the Socialist economy 
socks powerful Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies 
work- blossoming. This the reason why millions people 
the capitalist world acknowledge the superiority the 
Bill world. That why they struggle against the Another editorial the same vein appeared the Sep- 
trash. decaying imperialist system and [have joined the fight] tember issue Rude Pravo (Prague), which compared 
for peace, democracy and Socialism.” bacteriological experiments and mass sterilization 
22, Nazi sadism: 
for “Humanity hoped that after the Nuremberg trials no- 
body would dare continue the bestialities the Hitlerite 
connection with germ warfare charges, the Com- sadists. But the Nuremberg trials failed end this dark 
licy munists have featured attacks against the “Malthusian chapter history. Successors the Hitlerite monsters 
mo- theories imperialists.” characteristic editorial still exist, proved article Guy pub- 
this subject was printed the July issue the Bucharest lished L’Humanite. They exist the where, 
magazine Femeia: Leclerc shows, sterilization being carried out 
states. 20,000 Californians alone were sterilized early 
apalm “American economist Pendell recently explained 1951. [These experiments] well bacteriological 
efforts the cause the world’s ills the unbridled increase experiments were carried out the under the cloak 
men population. true follower Malthus. ‘beneficial research.’ The criminal bacteriological war- 
ecause forgets that the capitalist system, based exploitation, fare waged the American interventionists [in Korea 
are the real source the world’s ills. suggests that and China] sufficient proof [of their real 
the world’s population reduced about Disgust with the crimes committed the American suc- 
alism.” people. This can effected only so-called natu- cessors the Hitlerite ‘physicians’ only increases resist- 
ral means: war, disease, famine. Malthusianism be- ance against the aggressive American monopolists.” 
came the main ideological weapon criminals bacte- 
riological warfare. Pendell advises the American 
Government give economic ‘aid’ [under-developed] “Wall Street Globes” 
“Lenin stated: ‘We are the implacable enemies neo- How Adver Its 
the Malthusianism’ and showed that the working class actu- reams onquest, the Komanian newspaper 


ally increases steadily. work for our children 
who will finish the work have begun. The can- 


Scanteia Tineretului (Bucharest), September 13, declared 
that the trade-marks various companies symbolize 
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capitalist desires seize the entire world. Using 
the emblems such firms Socony Oil, Goodyear and the 
Chase National Bank prove its point, the newspaper 
remarked that Hitler also had passion for globes: 


[On this page] have reproduced pictures 
from newspapers which prove that Yankee million- 
aires would like see the entire world become 
market for goods produced American trusts. ‘Chase’ 
the map short for ‘Chase National Bank.’ But 
Wall Street does limit itself the US, the same 
trade-mark, see “World-Wide Banking’ and that 
there doubt left, globe drawn. The globe 
the earth often found American trade-marks. 
interesting note that Hitler also had passion for 
globes. This proves the similarity between German and 
American Fascist dreams world domination. The 
‘oil kings’ have similar dreams. For instance, Socony Oil 
has the trade-mark globe encircled American cars. 
Goodyear tires has globe encircled huge rubber 
tire. would hardly surprising the American 
masters ordered their servants drink only coca-cola 
and international whiskey. they refused, they could 


Fabricated 


much abused target Communist diatribes during 
the past month was George Kennan. Throughout the Iron 
Curtain area, commentary mimicked the Moscow line. The 
following excerpt from Radio Warsaw broadcast Oc- 
tober reflects the general line attack. After describing 
Kennan old enemy the Soviet Union and the 
“People’s Democracies,” the commentator enumerated his 
crimes Ambassador the USSR: 


‘ 


Ambassador Moscow, Kennan was incap- 
able acting according universally accepted diplo- 
matic standards. Kennan simply choked the atmos- 
phere peaceful work saw about him. But never- 
theless, did not discontinue his slanderous activities 
against the Soviet Union. availed himself 
the first opportunity vent his hatred the Soviets. 
[In West Berlin] uttered such outrageous lies ‘US 
citizens living the Soviet capital have observe strict 
regulations and consequently any intercourse between 
Americans and Russians impossible. Had the Hitlerites 
allowed walk along the streets without talking 
Germans, would have been the same situation 
are Moscow.’ 


“Well, hatred makes man [talk Kennan 

could not help but know about the complete free- 
dom his predecessors [and other Americans Russia] 
enjoyed. While Kennan was fabricating nonsense 
about the USSR, the new Soviet Ambassador the US, 
Zarubin, was presenting his credentials Truman and 
telling him that intended devote himself the 
cause peace and strengthening cooperation between 
the American and Soviet peoples. Two diplomats and 
two policies: ruling circles are dominated hyster- 
ical hatred and plan for new war; the Soviet Union 
consistently peaceful, advocating policy which the 


hope the peoples the world, including the American 
people.” 


Other specific topics rebuke include policy the 
Balkans and the Near East. The few items below, culled 


mainly from the Bulgarian press, represent only drop 
the Communist bucket. 


The visits General Ridgway and other NATO officers 
Turkey, and the conferences military delegations 
from Turkey, Greece and Yugoslavia provoked much com- 
mentary all Satellite newspapers. vehement de- 


nunciation Ridgway September 16, Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia) declared: 


“After long conference with Ankara’s General Staff, 
the hangman-General inspected the Turkish-Soviet 
border, climbed Mount Ararat and observed the Soviet 
border region. The American aggressors are not conceal- 
ing their plan start war against the Soviet Union 
and the People’s Democracies. The hangman-General 
has said that will make second visit Turkey 
study the situation Thrace and the Greek and Turkish 
borders along Bulgaria. That is, will study military 
problems connected with American aggression 
Eastern Europe. Turkish rulers have given America 
thousands Turkish soldiers sacrifices Korea. 
orders from Washington, they will give the General-Pest 
the entire Turkish nation use cannon-fodder.” 


“They Are Not Seeking Noah’s Ark” 


the same day, the newspaper Trud (Sofia), wrote: 


“Since the Turkish Government gave its country 
the Atlantic Bloc Mount Ararat has become ex- 
tremely popular. There more popular tourist 
spot for famous American guests the Turkish Govern- 
ment. Lately, the Americans have not tried con- 
ceal their They have not come look for 
Noah’s Ark. They are uniform and act masters. 
September and [General Ridgway] inspected 
Turkish garrisons the Turkish-Soviet border, de- 
livered speeches, glorified the Turks Korea, spoke 
about ‘collaboration’ between Turkish and American 
military personnel, and mumbled something about ‘com- 
mon problems’ and ‘common goals.’ climbed 10,000 
feet Mount Ararat and surveyed the ‘great expanse 
Soviet territory.’ tour connected with the 


desire governing circles create war hysteria 


And September 17, Vecherni Novini (Sofia) said: 


“The New York Times recently wrote that Yugoslavia, 
Greece and Turkey are bridge the USSR and the 
People’s Democracies. this bridge, the pest-General 
Ridgway walks, Ridgway, the most hated man the 
world. This criminal, known for his brutality Korea, 
touring American satellites Europe and the Balkans 
with war torch his hand. was Greece and 
then Turkey, where inspected military installations 
the Soviet border and climbed 10,000 feet Mount 
Ararat, where took bloodthirsty look Soviet terri- 
tory. said Turkish officers: ‘You are not alone. 
The and NATO stand behind you.’ 

“Under patronage and orders from his 
Wall Street masters, Turkey, Yugoslavia and Greece are 
feverishly trying create military alliance. After 
Frank Pace’s visit Belgrade, Athens and Ankara, and 
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newspaper, 
wrote: 


after tour Greece and Turkey, and with the 
expected arrival Montgomery [and others], peace 
the Balkans greater danger than ever.” 


Commenting the situation Iran, the Bulgarian 
Otechestven Front (Sofia), September 


“During the past week, the Anglo-American imperial- 
ists have taken another step for the purpose plunder- 
ing Iranian oil. reply the Iranian note sent 
England August 15, Truman and Churchill sent 
message Mossadegh proposing that international 
court study the British-Iranian dispute order com- 
pensate the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company—which means 
settling the dispute according the will England and 
the US. Secondly, they proposed putting the sale oil 
the disposal the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. And 
finally, they offered give the Iranian Government 
credit ten million dollars and release oil for sale 
amounting about million dollars the Govern- 
ment agrees these conditions. 

“Taking advantage the financial difficulties the 
country, Truman and Churchill are cynically putting 
pressure Iran force her accept conditions 
slavery. difficult guess whether they will suc- 
ceed. certain, however, that the Iranian people have 
firmly decided defend their independence and oil. 
This decision the Iranian people powerful and 
must taken into account every government.” 


NATIONAL EVENTS 


Any national event Communist Europe marked 
plethora contrast between East and West. The por- 
trait rearming painted for the masses order 
justify increasingly harsh State measures and suppress 
all internal dissension. contrast, the Soviet Union de- 
scribed the bulwark peace and happiness and the 
model and inspiration for all change. Such tactics are 
evident recent propaganda for the Polish elections and 
the new Romanian Constitution. the latter case, the 
superiority Communism Western democracy was 
harped incessantly, while the annulment peasants’ 


property rights was carefully concealed until publication 
the Constitution’s final text. 


Other celebrations, such 
Bulgarian-Soviet Friendship Month, Czechoslovak Air 
Force Day, and the anniversary the Bulgarian Militia, 
revealed growing emphasis the power the Communist 
Armed Forces, the strengthening the State apparatus 
and the influence Soviet leadership. From the monoto- 
nous bulk official commentary, clear that the Krem- 
lin demands constant reaffirmation that she the sun 


the Communist planets. 


New Romanian Constitution 


September 24, the Grand National Assembly 
Romania adopted new Constitution. Directives for 


draft were presented the Assembly March 


Gheorghiu-Dej, who was then appointed head Draft- 
ing Commission. July 18, the Assembly “unanimously 
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approved” the final text the draft and was then sub- 
mitted the public for “general discussion.” For this pur- 
pose, the entire Party and Government was mobilized, and 
People’s Democratic Front set according new ad- 
ministrative divisions defined the Draft, although the 
document had that time legal status. Front organiza- 
tions were established throughout the country, and smaller 
groups attached every village, plant and school. the 
first week, according Viata Sindicala (Bucharest), Au- 
gust 14, 288 “agitation points” were set Arad, 486 
Timisoara, and 300 Braila. Squads called “agitators col- 
lectives” canvassed all houses their district make cer- 
tain that the Draft was read and “debated.” All newspapers 
printed photographs showing peasants, workers and intel- 
lectuals reading copies the document printed Scanteia, 
which announced August that 2,195,000 copies the 
Draft had been printed various languages well 
490,000 pamphlets giving the official interpretation. 
“Agitator’s Manual” was also widely distributed provide 
propagandists with answers questions that might crop 
during the campaign. The superiority Communism 
Western democracy was required theme for all activists. 
Scanteia (Bucharest) gave them the following directives 
July 26: 

“The task Communists, particularly agitators 
and readers [those who read the Constitution aloud 
the great Socialist-Soviet and People’s Democratic Order 
rotten, hypocritical ‘western democracy,’ which always 
violates its own makes them mere 
words paper. [Agitators] must unmask the Fascist 
character capitalist countries, and especially that 
the US, giving concrete examples.” 


“They Exceeded the Eggplant 


Increased production work competitions was another 
required activity during the campaign. August 
Scanteia wrote: “In every town, plant, government bureau, 
village and collective farm, the debate the Draft Con- 
stitution must combined with concrete tasks for the 
liquidation shortcomings.” Thus, Viata Sindicala, Au- 
gust 14, anounced that the Grivita Rosie Railroad Repair 
Shop Bucharest had initiated “Stakhanovite Tuesdays 
honor the Draft.” Scanteia Tineretului September 
wrote: “Our youngsters are working harder vegetable 
collections. honor the Draft Constitution, Communist 
Codru Stoianov, and Grigore Radian and Aurel Ivan, are 
exceeding their daily quota for tomatoes and eggplants 
percent.” Similar announcements were made through- 
out the early autumn. 

Other items the Communist press, however, indicated 
that the campaign was not successful all quarters. 
August 15, the periodical Contemporanul (Bucharest) took 
task severai provincial newspapers for poor propa- 
ganda. Brasov’s Drum Nou, for instance, “failed unmask 
the hypocrisy bourgeois democracy and the mendacious 
Constitutions capitalist countries.” Similarly, reporters 
from Inainte (Braila) only mentioned the Draft Constitu- 
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tion passing during their “inquiries” the progress 
threshing and grain deliveries. 

The climax the campaign was two-day debate 
the Grand National Assembly. Prime Minister Gheorghiu- 
Dej spoke for full half-day. Twenty-four other addresses 
Cabinet Ministers and representatives various groups 
were delivered the remaining time. All the speeches fol- 
lowed well-known pattern. The officials, workers, farm- 
ers and intellectuals who spoke denounced the “capitalist 
West” and extolled the Soviet Union for making possible 
the great achievements. the Romanian Communist re- 
gime. For example, Lucretia Tulucan, worker 
Arad textile factory, praised “the People’s Democratic 
State” for enabling her sons study the Soviet Union. 
The ecstatic tone her speech, quoted Scanteia 
September 24, apparent from the following 
excerpt: 

But why should speak the lives other 
Comrades when myself, have received many benefits 
from our People’s Democratic State. Comrades, 
the mother two boys. great honor was bestowed 
upon when two sons were sent school 
higher learning Leningrad. Not wildest dreams 
before August 1944, had imagined achieving such hap- 
piness, had imagined being the mother two sons 
studying the Soviet Union—the most powerful coun- 
try earth, the country defending peace, the country 
that has her helm our Father, Comrade Stalin. 


Blind Obedience and Slave-Like Submission 


Providing contrast this, Professor Traian Savulescu, 
President the RPR Academy, discussed education the 
US. Scanteia quoted him saying: 


“In many universities and institutes the US, the 
Presidents are protegés the Pentagon. Military circles 
forced the appointment the sinister warmonger, Gen- 
eral Eisenhower, the Presidency Columbia Uni- 
resentative decadent capitalism students that 
considered them soldiers, and asked them for blood, 
sacrifice and death. American youth educated 
spirit blind obedience, slavelike submission. 
the US, scientists who subscribe Darwin’s, Michu- 
rin’s theories are persecuted.” 


Member the RPR Academy, Mihail Sadoveanu, ex- 
ulted the difference between the old Romania and the 
new “sovereign State 


“By simply giving statistics and naming some projects 
illustrating the progress the Romanian People’s Re- 
public all phases activity, see how swiftly the 
present has been divorced from the past. light- 
ning illuminated the difference between the humiliated 
and dependent Romania old and the present sov- 
ereign state where workers are firmly building Socialism.” 


Prime Minister Gheorghiu-Dej, the other hand, gave 
this grim account life the United States: 


well-known that millions small farmers the 
lead miserable lives, often falling prey famine 


because land concentrated the hands great cereal 
trusts. percent American families are not even 
assured minimum wage, and these, 22.9 percent 
not even earn that minimum. 13.7 percent 
not earn that minimum. However, these workers 
are privileged because they have jobs. There are mil- 
lions unemployed the who wander for months 
without finding work.” 


Peasants Deprived Property Rights 


his opening speech the Grand National Assembly, 
Gheorghiu-Dej also stated that over million citizens had 
participated the two-month debate the Constitution 
and that less than 18,836 amendments had been sug- 
gested. all, only thirty amendments were actually in- 
corporated into the final text and most these were 
technical nature. listing eight suggestions for amend- 
ments, Gheorghiu-Dej rejected five apparent effort 
prove that the State opposed taking more drastic measures 
against the people. Thus, turned down proposal 
“restrict the freedom conscience the hostile clergy” 
because “freedom conscience essential part the 
People’s Democratic That the Government has 
intention leniency, however, was indicated unex- 
pected and rather stealthy change Article the Con- 
stitution regarding the peasant’s right own his home 
and the land around it. This significant innovation was 
neither mentioned before nor during the debate. the 
Draft Constitution, Article read follows, except for 
our italics: 


“Peasants, members Collective Farms, have personal 
property rights their homes, some ground around it, 
domestic animals, birds and farm implements, all ac- 
cordance with the Statutes the Collective Farms.” 


the final text the Constitution, Article reads: 


“Peasants, members Collective Farms, may use the 
land around their houses, domestic animals, birds and 
farm implements, all accordance with the Statutes 
the Collective Farms.” 


This change was made despite the fact that throughout 
the campaign popularize the Draft Constitution special 
emphasis was placed property rights farmers. 
presumed that the guarantee such rights the Draft 
was meant incentive for farmers join collectives. 
one exile has pointed out, “under terrific police and 
economic pressure, the private farmer might have been in- 
duced contribute his acres collective order 
escape the almost total confiscation his crops. But 
least his home would have remained his own. deprive 
either collective private farmer his house, which 
practically his only remaining possession, measure 
hardly likely reconcile him the regime. Such change 
was probably dictated Moscow, accordance with 
Stalin’s latest statement economic policy. With the land 
itself now part and parcel the collective, the security 
the home built becomes illusion and the unfor- 
tunate ‘owner’ can blackmailed into anything.” 


| 
4 
é 
| 
| 
| | | 
4 


State Apparatus Strengthened 


That the present progress collectivization unsatis- 
factory was made quite clear Gheorghiu-Dej his ad- 
dress the Assembly, quoted Scanteia, (Bucharest), 
September 24. summing the present situation 
Romania, the Prime Minister paid tribute Soviet aid 
and inspiration and defined the purpose the new docu- 
ment. One significant goal strengthen the State ap- 
paratus: 


[In the four years that have elapsed] since the 
1948 Constitution was [adopted], radical changes have 
taken place the country’s economic, political and 
social These achievements would have been 
inconceivable without the great and continuous help 
extended the Soviet Union. One the main features 
this help that strives for the development our 
national economy, and the first place, the develop- 
ment Socialist industry. However, must reckon 
with the fact that [collectivization of] agriculture lag- 
ging behind nationalization industry. The period 
transition from capitalism Socialism period 
ruthless class struggle. The strengthening the 
State, all its organs, present the paramount prob- 
lem. means strengthening the ties the State 
with the masses. But also means strengthening the 
State apparatus, which guarantees the internal security 
its citizens and renders harmless enemies the 
people. The source the mobilizing force rep- 
resented the new Constitution the ideology 
Marxism-Leninism, the ideology Comrade Stalin, the 
great genius working humanity.” 


exile expert who has made detailed study the 
Constitution says that not only signals violent offensive 


against the individual peasant but also brings Romania into 
closer conformity with so-called Republics the Soviet 
Union: 


close study the 105 articles the new Commu- 
nist Constitution shows that approximates even more 
closely its Soviet counterpart. Most the provisions 
the new text are literal translations either from the Con- 
stitution the USSR one its ‘autonomous’ Re- 
publics. The most striking features the new Consti- 
tution are: the freezing Romanian foreign policy 
through constitutional text providing for alliance with 
specific foreign power—that with the Soviet Union; 
the constitutional sanction the Communist Party; 
and thirdly, the suppression private property rights 
farmers. 

“On the home front, the new Constitution will mark 
intense campaign against individual peasants. Inter- 
nationally, will bring Romania closer becoming 
Soviet province. The Communists have symbolized this 
including, ‘constitutionally,’ Red star the Ro- 
manian emblem. The only reason the Russians may 
have for not totally absorbing the Satellites into the 
Soviet Union present may the hope reaching 
another agreement with the West which they could 
consolidate their position and make several gains. Most 
likely, item the package deal offered the next 
‘peace offensive’ will the admission the so-called 
independent and sovereign People’s Republics into the 
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UN. After that, their incorporation into the USSR 
would still leave them with vote the the 
precedent the Ukraine and Byelorussia.” 


Electoral Law 


General elections Romania are scheduled for Novem- 
ber 30. September 25, the Grand National Assembly 
debated electoral law. Numerous speeches were 
made contrasting the “free Soviet-type elections” with the 
“trumped-up elections the and other Western coun- 
The Draft Law was adopted almost immediately 
after the debate and then published the press. Accord- 
ing Scanteia (Bucharest), September 28, the law stipu- 
lates that any citizen-worker over with the exception 
the feeble-minded, those declared unfit law, and those 
who have been legally condemned lose their electoral 
rights, has franchise vote. Similarly, any worker over 
who citizen and has right vote can elected 
the Grand National Assembly. The most significant 
articles the new law are: 


“The following are unfit vote elected: 
former landowners, former industrialists, former bank- 
ers, former wholesale traders [middlemen], and the own- 
ers private commercial enterprises and small industrial 
enterprises which are not nationalized and which are 
based the exploitation hired help. 

those condemned for war crimes for crimes 
against peace and humanity. 

“On the basis Article 100 the RPR Constitution, 
the right become candidate the Grand Na- 
tional Assembly assured all organizations working 
people: professional unions, cooperatives, Romanian 
Workers’ Party organizations, youth organizations and 
other mass and cultural organizations. 


According exiled Romanian journalist the basic 
conception underlying the law political discrimination. 
“Only working people are eligible voters but definition 
working people given. Since the regime can deprive 
anyone the right work, any actual potential dis- 
senter can implication deprived his right vote. 
Furthermore, the exclusion certain groups citizens 
direct violation the Peace Treaty with Romania, 
which guarantees the exercise human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms without discrimination. Since the new law 
does not establish the single ticket system, voters are osten- 
sibly presented with choice candidates. However, the 
Communist Party has monopoly over nominations since 
all organizations listed the law authorized nominate 
candidates for the Assembly are Communist-controlled.” 


Congress Recovered Territories 


Elections the Polish Parliament take place October 
26. gain popular support the current election cam- 
paign, the Communist Government has played national 
feelings with regard the Western territories. harping 
Poland’s right these lands, regime spokesmen declare 
that national unity imperative because “West German 
threats revise the Oder-Neisse frontier coincide with 
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imperialist war plans.” special effort whip 
patriotism, Congress the Recovered Territories was 
held Wroclaw 21, under the auspices 
the Electoral the National Front (See Oc- 
tober issue, 13.) Over 3,000 delegates from all parts 
Poland attended. The main speaker the Congress was 
Prime Minister Cyrankiewicz, who attacked Western “war- 
mongering” and boasted the Soviet camp’s strength. 
The following excerpt from his address appeared Try- 
buna Ludu (Warsaw), September 22: 


“Our confidence the future these lands cannot 
shaken the clamor Hitlerite brigands West 
Germany, men, German Bishops Hitlerite re- 
visionists supported the Vatican and let loose 
Anglo-American imperialists. [It shaken 
German] war criminals who executed their own people 
and murdered millions Poles, Russians, Frenchmen, 
Danes, Dutch and Belgians nor the scum man- 
kind tenderly sheltered American imperialists mur- 
dering Korea. One can create war hysteria and 
lure nations into webs abominable lies, but the im- 
perialists cannot prevent the ranks peace defenders 
from increasing answer this, nor [can they prevent] 
the people’s growing consciousness their responsibility 
for the fate their nations and mankind... 


Continuing this vein, Cyrankiewicz vilified Polish 
emigres, and accused them treachery. Such attacks 
have become more frequent recent weeks: 


intelligence services, Polish political bankrupts exile 
have done. possible negotiate with German 
revisionists about the restitution estates and factories, 
about the border along the Oder-Neisse rivers, about the 
coveted but impossible partition Poland. But the 
times have passed which traitors the Targowica 

“The German press sometimes mentions that 
Anders, Mikolajczyk and their agents are bargaining 
with neo-Fascists, that Studnicki, fornferly the partner 
Besseler and Pilsudski, still active. comparison 
with these men negotiating about the Recovered Terri- 
tories, swindlers pre-war Warsaw who sold the statue 
King Zygmunt street cars were honest and realistic. 
Corrupt emigres [contracting] such agreements arouse 
only unlimited contempt.” 


Invader Will Set Foot Polish 


Marshal Rokossowski also spoke the Wroclaw Con- 
gress. Acclaiming the help given Poland the Soviet 
Union, the Marshal, backing Cyrankiewicz, asserted that 
the “future” belongs Stalin’s adherents and that the 
Polish Army dedicated protecting Communism from 
Western attack: 


“Washington and Bonn imperialists who are rearm- 
ing Hitlerite soldiers and generals for new, hopeless 
adventures have vain designs our country, the 
free countries the People’s Democracy and the 
Great Country Socialism. Our State becoming 
strong fortress the mighty peace camp, extending 


from the Elbe the Pacific. The future belongs 
us, the powerful camp headed the Great Stalin. 
Responding the slogans the National Front, 
the Polish Armed Forces have pledged show more 
spirit and perseverance work. The Polish Army 
will faithfully guard the independence Poland and 
its accomplishments, and will never betray the hopes 
that the Nation and President Bierut have placed us.” 


the end the meeting, resolution was passed the 
effect that the “Recovered Territories are indissolubly 
linked with the Motherland,” that all Poles are unified 
under the National Front and that “no invader will set 
foot Polish soil.” 


Preparations for the election are well underway. 
article October Glos Pracy announced that 
meetings are taking place throughout the country that 
voters can demonstrate their “full support the National 
Front’s program.” One the electors quoted saying: 


“Those were indeed sad times when the capitalists 
ruled the dirty, smoky city Lodz, the capitalists, 
whose only aim was fill their pockets with gold. This 
dirty, smoky city, has now changed. shall vote for the 
candidates the National Front because see [in its 
program] the consolidation our achievements—we 
achieved our Three Year Plan, and may certain 
that [united] the National Front the Six Year 
Plan will fulfilled ahead time.” 


Lists Candidates 


The lists candidates for Parliament submitted the 
Committees the National Front all electoral dis- 
tricts were recently published Polish newspapers. From 
the names the nominees, seems that the new Seym 
will consist mainly representatives from the United 
Polish Workers’ Party, and that United Peasant Party 
and Democratic Party deputies will decrease. The list 
Warsaw candidates headed the names Presi- 
dent Bierut, Marshal Rokossowski and Jacob Berman, 
Under Secretary State the Presidium the Council 
Ministers. Other Warsaw candidates are: Professor Jan 
Dembowski, President the Polish Academy Science 
and head the Committee Peace Defenders; Franciszek 
Fiedler, editor the Politburo monthly Nowe Drogi; Jerzy 
Albrecht, member the Central Committee the United 
Polish Workers’ Party and Chairman the Warsaw Na- 
tional Council; and Oscar Lange, formerly Ambassador 
the US. Only one the fifteen candidates from Warsaw 
not member the Communist Party. Leon 
Adamowski, who represents the Democratic Party. 

Other high-ranking officials the Party and Government 
are candidates from the provinces. Members the Polit- 
buro listed nominees are: Joseph Cyrankiewicz from 
Cracow, Edward Ochab from Zabrze, Zenon Nowak from 
Gliwice, Alexander Zawadzki from Sosnowiec, Adam Ra- 
packi from Bydgoszcz, Franciszek Jozwiak from Lublin, 
Roman Zambrowski from Rzeszow, and Hilary Minc from 


Katowice. Only two members the nine-member Council 


State were not named candidates. Similarly, Min- 
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isters and Vice Ministers were nominated; the names 
only seven Ministers did not appear. 

Besides Communist political figures, former Soviet Gen- 
erals Polish descent have been nominated. Among these 
are Chief Staff Waclaw Korczyc, Vice Minister Na- 
tional Defense Stanislaw Poplawski, Chief the Engineer- 
ing Corps Jerzy Bordzillowski and Generals Bronislaw 
Polturzycki, Jan Rotkiewicz, Wsiewolod Straszewski and 
Boleslaw Kieniewicz. The remaining candidates are shock- 
workers and representatives local political organizations. 

sum, generally estimated that the number 
deputies from the Communist-controlled Democratic Party 
will decrease from about and that representatives 
from the Peasant Party will amount compared 
with the former 110. has also been estimated that 
women deputies will elected the new Parliament. 


Bulgarian-Soviet Friendship Month 


September 15, the Bulgarian Government celebrated 
the beginning Bulgarian-Soviet Friendship Month. 
mark the occasion, barrage editorials eulogizing the 
USSR appeared the Communist addition, 
preparations were made for showing Soviet films through- 
out the country better acquaint people with Russian 
achievements. Regime spokesmen delivered innumerable 
lectures the significance Soviet aid and Red flags and 
photographs Soviet leaders adorned all public buildings 
through mid-October. sign the “firm brotherhood 
the two countries,” Soviet specialists arrived inspect 
plants, offices, factories and farms, and teach workers 
how apply Bolshevik methods. The Bulgarian Govern- 
ment, turn, initiated labor competitions, claiming that 
increased production was the workers’ expression grati- 
tude the Soviet Union. The prevailing note propa- 
ganada issued during the month evident the following 
excerpt from Vecherni Novini (Sofia), September 15, 
which commemorated the occasion writing: 


Without the powerful protection our Soviet 
brothers, could easily have become victims the 
imperialist wolves and would not have been able 
build the ‘ideal life’ nor have raised and educated our 
children freedom. Our people know that whoever 
against Bulgaria not patriot. And patriot 
only who strengthens Bulgarian-Soviet Friendship.” 


“No Obstacle Deters Them” 


the eighth anniversary the Bulgarian People’s 
Militia, Minister Interior Georgi Tzankov made long 
speech which applauded the organization’s accom- 
and attacked enemies the regime. Tzankov 
declared that eliminate all subversive activities the police 
must take their model the Soviet MVD. quoted 
Otechestven Front (Sofia), September 16, Tzankov also 
said that main source diversion was spies the service 
American imperialism: 


The blind tools imperialists have their 
main objective the setting spy nests which will per- 
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petrate diversion and sabotage against our People’s 
Democratic regime. The imperialists use for these pur- 
poses emigre traitors our Fatherland, remnants the 
gang Nikola Petkov, kulaks, former members Fascist 
organizations, Traichokostovites, reactionary officers 
the former Army and the Catholic clergy. realize 
that long the class struggle and capitalist elements 
exist our country, the imperialists will use them and 
everything their power organize them re- 
sistance movement against our regime.” 


Tzankov said that because enemy activities, State 
security methods are being intensified and perfected: 


“With each passing day, border troops are studying 
the experience Soviet border troops and increasing 
their military skill. have supplemented their ranks 
considerably and are constantly strengthening our in- 
ternal security corps. The struggle against enemies 
has been successful owing the high political and patri- 
otic consciousness the Ministry Interior’s personnel. 
The organs the Ministry Interior have become 
the eyes and ears the people’s regime. [For them, 
the highest authority] the Party’s Central Committee 
and obstacle prevents them from carrying out Party 
decrees.” 


Czechoslovak Air Force Day 


Czechoslovakia, Air Force Day, celebrated Septem- 
ber was the occasion for numerous boasts about the 
superior quality planes being produced the country. 
Rude Pravo (Prague) wrote: “Our industry 
our Air Force with excellent products, both propeller and 
jet-driven planes domestic and Soviet make. Thus our 
Air Force gets the best technical equipment, the most effi- 
cient and reliable planes which are far superior those 
imperialist armies.” 

The first jet plane Czechoslovakia was built little 
over year ago from Soviet blueprints. Several weeks ago, 
Army test pilot, Lieutenant Vaclav David, claimed that 
improved models were already production. During the 
past six months, reports from various sources said that 
least eight new airfields for jet planes had been constructed 
and that four other airfields had been converted for jet 
use. Speaking over Radio Prague September 16, jet 
pilot said that since squadrons stationed border regions 
had been equipped with jet fighters, American planes from 
Germany had ceased violating Czechoslovak territory. 

Anti-American propaganda similar sort was plentiful 
throughout the celebrations. editorial entitled “Talks 
Air Force Day,” Rude Pravo (Prague), September 10, 
reported speeches made air show. One worker 
plane factory allegedly said: 


“We will try produce even more planes for the de- 
fense our country against all air attacks. 
working for peace, for the undisturbed sleep chil- 
dren. make secret the fact that are 
producing arms, arms excellent quality. say 
the American imperialist murderers, Korea who, like 
Hitler, desire world domination: ‘Your war plans will 
not succeed here. will preserve peace.’” 
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Economic Section 


Ways Means 


INDUSTRIAL GAINS AND CLAIMS 
FROM the countries the Soviet bloc, al- 


though excessive their claims and inaccurate 

their statistics, reflect industrial expansion which 
contains number qualitative improvements due, for 
other reason, the large scale which that expansion 
carried out. Some these improvements emanate from 
the laboratory; some are the result policies which reward 
the worker for his initiative; some are made possible the 
importation machinery. All, nearly all, are counter- 


acted ever-present mismanagement, mistakes non- 


skilled labor, sabotage, bureaucratic corruption, and most 
all, the inexhaustible appetite the USSR. 


The reports themselves are continually couched terms 
the future.. And, although repeated and elaborate thanks 
given the role the Soviet Union all these en- 
deavors, new note sounded the stress national 
contributions both Poland and Romania. 


Polish Minister’s Report 


August, Nowe Drogi (Warsaw) carried unusual 
article Stefan Jedrychowski, Deputy Prime Minister 
Poland, which the whole industrial development 
Poland 1951 was reviewed. Again and again stressed 
the importance Soviet assistance both mate- 
rials and advice, but unusual emphasis Poland’s con- 
tribution was also made: 


“The greatest foundry project our Six Year Plan 

Nowa Huta near Cracow. great foundry complex 
and occupies area 475 hectares. According 

the Plan, will produce one and half million tons 
steel yearly—roughly equal the total pre-war produc- 

“Another great project our foundry industry the 
Boleslaw Bierut foundry Czestochowa. This consists 
the old Rakow foundry and new establishment built 
new grounds. During 1949-1952, new steel mill con- 


sisting Martin furnaces and new rolling mill were 
built Rakow, and other furnaces, together with water 
and electric power projects, are now under construction. 
road and railway network also under construction. 
The two new furnaces will put into operation 
1953. Already, the size the project Czestochowa 
about half that Nowa Huta. 

third investment the enlarging the Kosciuszko 
foundry Chorzow. Furnace now under con- 
struction and will put into operation the end 
this year. 

“Of prime importance the building the great roll- 
ing mill Bobrek the discriminatory policy the 
United States government prevented from importing 
the necessary equipment for this mill from the United 
States after was bought the Polish foundry indus- 
try. The Soviet Government came with help. Soviet in- 
dustry delivered all the mechanical equipment [and] 
the rolling mill will completed during this year. 

“Among other foundry industry investments neces- 
sary mention the building the fine steel foundry 
Warsaw which was started this year. During the com- 
ing year this foundry will one the chief investments 
our building industry. 

“The enlargement our foundries not limited 
those mentioned above. Almost every old Polish foundry 
undergoing enlargement, reconstruction, and moder- 
nization. Besides the steel foundries there are great 
enterprises for processing non-ferrous metals such 
those being built the neighborhood Olkusz and 

“Our most important national industry coal mining. 
This year, shall reap the fruits our investments 
during the past few years putting two new coal mines 
operation: Wesola and Ziemowit with 
capacity two million tons per year. 1953, more 
new coal mines will begin production. Among the 
ten coal mines projected the Six Year Plan, neces- 
sary mention new type open hard-coal pit, not 
known pre-war Poland. The first such pit will 
built Dabrowa Gornicza, near the General Zawadzki 
coal mine and will operation mid-1954.” 


Plan Provisions 


“The Six Year Plan provides for building and enlarg- 
ing many power plants such the Miechowice, Zabrze, 
Jaworzno Jaworzno II, Stalowa Wola plants, the 
Dychow water power plant, and the Zeran coal power 
plant. Some them. are already operation 
nearing completion. present, the Jaworzno power 
plant, begun 1949, deserves special attention. 
1953, the first stage building will completed and 
three boilers and two turbines will put into opera- 
tion. This plant will continue enlarged until 
1955. Among the other power plants, necessary 
mention the building power plant Zeran, one 
six built Warsaw during the next 20-25 years. 
Zeran will put into operation during the years 1953- 
1956. Building such project the water reservoir 
and electric power plant Dunajec, near Czorsztyn, 
will help develop the water power the Bug and 
Vistula Rivers. 

“The machinery industry People’s Poland also de- 
velops quickly. Many machinery establishments have 
been rebuilt and enlarged, especially the fields 
lathe production and rolling stock, such the great 
railway car factory Wroclaw [and] the electric 
motor factory Tarnow. Among the most import- 
ant investments the Six Year Plan the new branch 
Polish industry, the automobile industry. Two fac- 
tories, the passenger automobile factory Warsaw and 
the factory named after Bierut Lublin, have been 
built. October last year, the assembly halls were 
opened. Further departments will soon begin oper- 
ation and 1955-56 will reach their full production 
capacity. The automobile factory will produce thou- 
sand cars year and the truck factory Warsaw 
thousand. 

“The tractor industry represented the Ursus 
establishment which will undergo further enlargement. 
Shipyards Gdynia, Gdansk and Szczecin have been re- 
built. The stock yards have also been 

“Our chemical industry has also been developed. 
Thanks favorable raw material resources—coal, slate, 
gypsum, hydrates, and wood—the chemical industry has 
chance become the second most important national 
industry. Last year, Poland’s chemical industry achieved 
two successes: the opening the sulphuric acid factory 
Wizow and the artificial fiber factory Gorzow. 
worthwhile stress that both these factories were 
built entirely Polish efforts based Polish blueprints 
and Polish methods production, and developed inde- 
pendently Polish engineers. 

“Among Socialist investments the chemical industry, 
the most important the chemical combine Oswiecim 
which consists several separate industrial establish- 
ments and which has been under construction for some 
years. Chemical factories Rokita Brzeg and Boruta 
Zgierz have been built, and the soda factories Matwy 
and Borek Falencki, and fermentation factories Tar- 
chomin enlarged. During 1952, the Kedzierzyn fac- 
tory will the third factory deliver 100 thousand 
tons nitrogen fertilizer yearly. will also produce 
chemical solvents and synthetic fat products. These 
establishments occupy sq. km. and the buildings 
erected next year will occupy 1,300,000 cu. meters. 
The entire blueprints are being prepared the Polish 
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Projects Bureau; the equipment will come partly from 
Polish production, partly from imports from other coun- 
tries. Among other chemical establishments built 
during the second half the Six Year Plan are the sul- 
phuric acid factory near Busk, utilize Polish gypsum 
and Soviet blueprints and deliveries, the potassium salts 
factory Klodawa, [and] great electro-chemical com- 
bine Konin, using soft coal. 

“The development the building industry demands 
enlargement the building materials industry. The 
Six Year Plan provides for construction three new 
great cement factories. 1951, the basis existing 
buildings and Czechoslovak deliveries, the Odra cement 
factory Opole was erected full productive capacity 
has not yet beea achieved. During this year, the cement 
factory Wierzbica will put into operation. During 
next year, the new cement factory Rejowiec will 
completed. Two modern brick factories have begun 
operation: Zielonka, near Warsaw, with yearly pro- 
duction capacity million bricks, and Zaslawice 
near Cracow, with productive capacity mil- 
lion units per year. Thanks extensive mechanization, 
both factories will employ comparatively few workers. 
Among other larger establishments the building 
materials industries scheduled for production this 
next year are the light concrete factories (Siporex) 
Warsaw and the Solec Kujawski wall material factory 
[so-called ytong] Laziska. Total production these 
establishments equivalent half billion bricks 
yearly. The great concrete factories Zeran and Czyzyny 
near Cracow, and the large totally mechanized, carpentry 
workshop Wolomin are also worthy mention.” 


Jedrychowski also discussed the development light 
industry, such the building new textile works 
Piotrkow and Zambrow, fat factories Brzeg and Klemen- 
sow, sugar plant Sokolow, sea-fishing base Swino- 
Ujscie, etc. also mentioned communications invest- 
ments, such the new railway lines between Pyskowice— 
Lubliniec and Kielce—Zabno, Warszawa-Wolomin-Tluszcz, 
and the electrification the communication center 
Gdansk. The question costs was also touched upon: 


“These projects require enormous financial resources 
amassed the State means socialist accumulation. 
own affair and asks for mobilization all the means 
our disposal.” 


every instance, stressed the importance Soviet 
help well collaboration with other “People’s Democ- 


New Factories 


Recent industrial developments Bulgaria are covered 
both press and radio the usual extravagant manner. 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), August 15, comments: 


“Yesterday, the area covering the orchard and vege- 
table garden the Maritza textile factory, the founda- 
tions the new spinning division the huge textile 
combine were laid. The textile combine when finished 
will the biggest our country. The new spinning 
factory will the largest the country, equipped 
with the newest machinery. will manufacture the 
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finest yarns for our footwear, underwear and weaving 
industries.” 


Radio Sofia September 22: 


“The first Bulgarian carbide factory under construc- 
tion the county Assenovgrad. Construction 
workers all trades attack their Socialist Al- 
though construction was started only month ago, one 
floor the factory has already been erected. Parallel 
the factory, the building which will house the pump 
station and the warehouses which will store both raw 
materials and finished products are being built.” 


Trud (Sofia), August 17, account the “press 
conference held August with the construction workers 
the cellulose plant,” wrote: 


“Advance measures have been taken recruit and 
train cadres for the new plant—23 engineers and man- 
agers have already done specialized work the Soviet 
Union and are conducting special courses the plant 
train future cadres. The plant marks the beginning 
construction cellulose-paper combine this area. 
Construction has already begun the largest Bul- 
garian paper factory, which will convert the cellulose 
into paper turn [it] into various types paper 
bags for the cement, chemical, food and other industries. 

“By the end 1953, the capacity our paper indus- 
try will increased percent, when the paper 
factory and the electric power station will into oper- 
ation. the near future, sulphate-cellulose plant 
will also built satisfy both the needs our paper 
industry and the artificial textile fibre 


Narodna Mladej May 25: 


“The first Bulgarian plant for tannic extracts be- 
ing built. The plant situated the plains 
Krichim near the projected cellulose plant. 

“The young construction workers contribute their ef- 
forts with great enthusiasm guided the thought that 
the new plant will give our expanding leather industry 
much needed tannic extracts.” 


Construction this plant has been started because 
tannic extract shortages the Bulgarian leather industry— 
one reason for the government’s decree issued March, 
ordering the collection gallnuts, needed the primitive 
process producing tannic extracts (Vecherni Novini 
[Sofia], March 13). 

The reports not reveal any information the 
nature the raw materials used the production 
tannic extracts. Nevertheless, the location the new plant 
suggests that the extracts will manufactured from 
acicular trees (mostly pines), process developed 
the Germans shortly after World War 

The huge industrial complex under construction the 
Ostrava region Czechoslovakia, the New Klement Gott- 
wald Foundries, gradually taking shape, according 
Rude Pravo (Prague), October 


*“The new Soviet Five Year Plan calls for 4.7 times increase 
the production artificial (Rabotnichesko Delo 
[Sofia], August 21, 1952). 


“(On October the decorated place before the [sec- 
blast furnace the New Klement Gottwald 
Foundries filled with construction workers, mechanics, 
Youth Union members, and members brigades who 
helped construct the New Foundry. They came 
celebrate fulfillment another important task: the 
presentation the second blast furnace, the second coke 
battery, and the third Martin furnace.” 


The same newspaper carried story September 
which described worker initiative: 


“Recently, new asbestos-concrete plant Mlynarce 
near Nitra was put into branch 
the Asbestos-Concrete Works Nitra. Workers, fore- 
men, and technicians achieved valuable success instal- 
ling machines when they installed within given time 
machines foreign origin without the help foreign 
mechanics.” 


Among recent industrial establishments Hungary, the 
new foundry the small town Soroksar, kilometers 
from Budapest, noteworthy. September 19, the Buda- 
pest Kossuth Radio said the following about this foundry: 


“When were last here the spring, only few 
large piles bricks showed that building project was 
preparation. Now, the most modern foundry Hun- 
gary being built the sands Soroksar. The best 
equipped and largest not only Hungary, but all 
Europe. Building operations started September 
last year and, according the terms the contract, the 
foundry must completed June 30, 1955. July, 
the foundry scheduled begin production. The 
large hall the size two football fields. The building 
material used the foundry would have been sufficient 
for six-story houses. the big hall the foundry 
will the soul our industry: machine-tool produc- 
tion. Production will done assembly-line prin- 
ciples. There will powerful cranes installed 
that all heavy manual work will eliminated.” 


Collaboration” 


The Romanian publication Viata Sindicala (Bucharest), 
September 23, announced the creation another plant— 
the Carbochim electrode and abrasive plant inaugurated 
Cluj September 21. Construction was begun 1949. 
The plant scheduled furnish the metallurgical and oil 
industries with electrodes, grinding and polishing stones, 
and silicon-carbide compounds. The plant was built “with 
the help technicians and specialists from the USSR, and 
the project executed the joint Russian-Romanian com- 
pany, the inauguration, the di- 
rector the plant, Iosif Szabo, stressed the help Soviet 
technicians, but added: “Most the plant was designed 
specialists and technicians the Irpochim and Ipromet 
institutes and the product true Socialist collabora- 
tion among the different industrial units our 
The last piece equipment, 1,600 ton press for 
electrodes, was made our technicians and workers 
the basis Soviet blueprints. 


Other speakers also stressed the role Romanian en- 
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gineers and specialists and the contribution Romanian 
industry. 

September 25, the Soviet Home Service (Moscow) 
broadcast talk Karl Martynovich Osolins, Chairman 


the Presidium the Supreme Council the Latvian 
SSR which boasted: 


great deal has already been accomplished the 
field industrialization the Latvian Republic. The 
annual increase the industrial output Soviet, 
Latvia present amounts over percent. Bourgeois 
Latvia, during the twenty years her existence, was un- 
able reach the level industrial output 1913, 
whereas the working people Soviet Latvia, during 
few postwar years alone, have considerably exceeded 
that level. 

“At present, the power industry has become the 
leading branch industry our Republic, and com- 
prises half our entire industry. the draft direc- 
tives the Nineteenth Party Congress for the Five 
Year Plan much space given increasing power 
production all over the USSR, including the Baltic area. 
The production electric power Latvia has long 
since exceeded the level the prewar year 1940. The 
new Five Year Plan envisages the increase power pro- 
duction Latvia 22.5 times. The construction the 
Riga thermoelectric power station will powerful 
basis for the further industrialization the Republic.” 


The Albanian Telegraph Agency said news report: 


“Industrial output Albania Dur- 
ing the first six months this year showed per- 
cent increase over the corresponding period 
Furthermore, thousands workers are receiving tech- 
nical training, which includes greater use Soviet 
experience the coal output during 1951 was seven 
times higher than before the war. the end the 
Five Year Plan will times greater, and all the 
mines will mechanized.” 


Hungarian Experiments 


September the monthly Beke Szabadsag (Peace 
and Freedom) reported that the Heavy Industry Research 
Institute and the Hungarian Mineral Oil and Natural Gas 
Research Institute have set two experimental stations 
the Veszpremo Chemical University. Beside the experi- 
mental stations, home for scientists will built “in 
which our heavy industry chemical research workers will 
live and work such comfort has never been known 
before scientists Hungary.” The task the scientists 
the experimental stations, who constitute so-called 
“scientific working community,” will “the further de- 
velopment scientific achievements decisive signifi- 
cance.” The head the planning department the Heavy 
Industry Chemical Research Institute reported the 
achievements the Institute thus far: 


“The scientists the Institute have developed pro- 
cedure for converting brown coal into The walls 
the building had not yet dried when the scientists 
reported that they had succeeded manufacturing 
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optical glass, and that Hungary can now begin manu- 
facturing lenses for cameras, microscopes and eyeglasses. 

largest concrete factory under construc- 
tion Hejocsaba the Borsod mining region. This 
factory will produce quick-hardening, exceptionally high- 
quality concrete, the manufacturing process which 
was developed the scientists the Veszprem Heavy 
Industry Chemical Research Institute. 

“Our greatest achievement that have succeeded 
developing method producing cryolite. Cryolite 
indispensable aluminum production. Until now, 
Hungary, well the other People’s Democratic coun- 
tries, had import cryolite from Greenland, several 
thousand kilometers away. However, American control 
over Greenland gradually increasing. Henceforth, 
can produce cryolite Hungary, not only meet our 


own needs aluminum manufacturing, but also for 
export.” 


Simultaneous with the building the two experimental 
stations Veszpremo, the new building the Eotvos Lo- 
rand Geophysical Institute being erected Budapest. 
The report the director the Institute, Dr. Laszlo 


Facsinai, was published the September issue Magyar 
Nemzet (Budapest) 


“The scientists the Institute have developed new, 
up-to-date, revolutionary methods for oil prospecting. 
The lords MAORT [Hungarian joint stock oil com- 
pany] wanted bar the Hungarian people from utiliz- 
ing the treasures hidden the earth. They knew that 
bringing the surface the hidden oil, they would 
strengthen the growing Hungarian democracy. But 
few enthusiastic geophysicists knew this too. With the 
help the new seismographs constructed our research 
workers, continued the work prospecting. The 
research workers the Institute have built new pre- 
cision instrument with the help which have already 
attained excellent results. Besides prospecting for oil, 
also search for other raw materials. addition 
locating crude oil, natural gas, and minerals, the open- 
ing new coal mines also great importance. 
have obtained surprising results this field too.” 


Among new raw material sources, the large oil fields 
the small village Mezokeresztes northeastern Hungary 
are special significance oil fields previously discovered 
are situated the opposite end the country Zala 
county, southwestern 
Smaller oil fields were also discovered the county 
Bihar, East Hungary. Mezokeresztes belongs one the 
most important and highly developed industrial areas: the 
mining and industrial centre Miskolc. Wide-gauge Rus- 
sian railway tracks already approach this region. According 
oil experts who arrived Vienna last September: 


“In the newly discovered oil field Mezokeresztes 
there are oil drills already operation. They can 
seen clearly from the train. 
Oil production has not yet begun but the first wells are 
supposed start production November. Geologists 
have very high hopes for the new fields.” 
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Soda Plant Bulgaria 


Trud (Sofia), August published the following cable 
sent from the Vassil Kolarov railroad station and dated 
August 


“The geological expedition for the study salt de- 
posits and undersoil water used the new caustic 
soda plant has met with success. The expedition was 
fulfill its plan September but thanks the appli- 
cation Soviet methods the plan was fulfilled two 
months advance.” 


The soda plant mentioned above described Trud 
(Sofia), September 


help build the numerous new factories which will 
spring life the Urals and the Caucasus the 
course the new Soviet Five Year Plan. great 
honor for the Czechoslovak nation allowed make 
its modest contribution the Soviet Communist econ- 
The Lenin Works Plzen (Pilsen) has prom- 
ised complete turbines for the USSR days ahead 
schedule and the Moravia Iron Works has under- 
taken deliver certain orders one month earlier than 
originally promised. now responsible officials 
ministries and management complete all Soviet 
orders 


Dolansky was means the only speaker who stressed 


“The soda plant will manufacture the following three 
important products: calcinated soda, caustic soda and 
very important factor the production soda... 


the importance fulfilling Soviet orders and the depend- 
ence Czechoslovakia her Soviet masters. The present 
Chairman the State Planning Office, Jozef Pucik, his 
address “How Plan Fulfillment Helps Socialist Re- 
construction” warned: 


[Therefore, the plant being built Lake Devnia] 
the northeastern part our Fatherland. The Soviet 
people sent their specialists, who studied everything very 
carefully and created the blueprints for the construction 
the magnificent plant. Hundreds blueprints 
are carefully kept bound volumes. The con- 
struction the plant its initial phase, but mount- 
ing equipment and pipes has already been started. This 
the Soviet work method—to build various machines 

the same time the various divisions the plant 
are 


New Dye Method 


Rude Pravo (Prague), August 27, reported new inven- 
tion Czechoslovakia: 


“Comrade Josef Fulier the National Enterprise 
Chemosvit, Slovakia, after three years work, solved 
the problem dyeing artificial fibres. invented 
apparatus which can installed every spinning ma- 
chine. mixes the dye evenly into the flowing viscose, 
and dyes through all the material, from which the 
fibre made. fibre thus dyed does not fade the 
sun, when washed. result Comrade Fulier’s 
proposal, surface dyeing will eliminated, thus 
saving large investments, large quantities steam, 
power, water and chemicals and the work many 
qualified workers.” 


“Modest Contribution” 


member radio symposium, held over the Home 
Service Prague Radio September 18, Dr. Jaromir 
Dolansky spoke “The Importance the Fulfillment 
Deliveries for the Great Construction Communism and 
Socialism.” These are the highlights his speech: 


“In its economic plans the Soviet Union counts 
deliveries from Czechoslovakia. has supplied with 
important raw materials, machinery, and equipment, 
without which our industries would not have been able 
grow rapidly. ... 


“In our factories, workers and engineers are engaged 
completing orders for the USSR. These orders will 


“Irregular and unpunctual deliveries the Soviet 
Union and the other People’s Democracies are dis- 
rupting economic cooperation and creating difficulties 
those countries. Correct and punctual delivery 
orders for the countries Socialism must become 
iron law for everyone.” 


From Yugoslavia, Radio Belgrade revealed July 18: 


“The Rosita plant, manufacturing locomotives for the 
Soviet Union, can switched over from civilian 
war production comparatively short time. Since 
1949, this factory has treated special steel used artil- 


lery shells. has the equipment manufacture gun 
barrels and other arms.” 


Round Trip 
The October issue the Budapest daily Magyar 


Nemzet reported: 


“On September 30, agreement between the Soviet 
Union and the Hungarian People’s Republic was signed 
Budapest, according which Soviet concerns 
Hungary will sold the Hungarian People’s Repub- 
lic. These concerns were originally German-owned and 
such became Soviet possessions under the Potsdam 
Agreement. has also been agreed that the Soviet- 
Hungarian joint stock companies will continue opera- 
tion their present form.” 


the same day Szabad Nep (Budapest) commented 


the agreement: 


“These concerns, the sale which has been agreed 
upon the Soviet Union and the Hungarian People’s 
Republic, were originally German possessions. They 
were the hands the Thyssens, Krupps, and other 
powerful German trusts, and the hard labor the Hun- 
garian workers fattened the capitalists Berlin and 
Dusseldorf, responsible for the launching the criminal 
war German imperialism. The Soviet Union now 
returns these concerns Hungary. Employees these 
concerns have experienced the unusual friendliness and 
helpfulness the sons the Soviet Union and have 
benefited their outstanding example the course 
their daily tasks.” 
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economic expert, who fled from Hungary early 
October comments this “generous gesture” the 
Union: 


other equipment have arrived the work sites the 
Danube-Black Sea Canal. Section the canal works 


“The authors the above articles seem forget that 
these so-called German enterprises were originally Jewish 
property confiscated from Hungarian Jews the Nazis. 
The original owners these generally very valuable 
concerns were killed the Nazis, escaped and live 
abroad, are still Hungary living poverty, 
have been deported. Turning these concerns over 
Hungary very clever Soviet move. Every Hun- 
garian concern produces essential goods and services 


has received Soviet railway capable carrying 
great loads. Large Kirov tractors have arrived 
from the Soviet Union the Macazu valley sector, and 
sectors and have received huge cranes that will 
used connection with cement work. These cranes 
will use power supplied the Ovidiu thermoelectric 
station and will moved railway.” 


And Agerpress announced September 16: 


“The canal has been completed for length kil- 
ometers. Tugboats will soon ply this stretch. The 


for the Soviet Union far below world market prices. 
the concerns just taken over, this policy will con- 
tinue even without official Russian management. 

“In addition, the Hungarian government has paid 


ent 


his 


water from this section will supply the numerous power- 
the canal’s surrounding farms. 


Stefan Jedrychowski, vice-chairman the State Plan- 


huge sums for these concerns which will further burden 
the country. consideration these advantages the 
Soviets have already returned the Hungarians cer- 
tain enterprises, like the Corvin Department store 


ning Commission and Deputy Prime-Minister Poland, 
speaking the conference the National Front held 
Warsaw August 30, revealed that Poland’s next Five 


Budapest. Year Plan “will follow the general line the wonderful 
“As indicated special paragraph, the agreement development the Soviet Union. The main features 
does not include Soviet-Hungarian joint stock com- his statement were summarized the Polish Home Serv- 
panies. These are the important ones from the military ice (Warsaw) September 17: 
point view, because they are the means which assure “This plan includes: 1—Complete liquidation an- 
Russian control over the basic economic resources nual floods through the construction dikes, dams, 
18: Hungary. These companies are: the Hungarian-Soviet and water defenses; 2—Making the Vistula navigable 
over her entire length from the Silesian coal basin 
the Baltic for barges 1,000 tons; 3—Exploiting the 
and they remain under Soviet control. waters the Vistula produce from five billion six 
billion kilowatt hours annually; 4—Building power 
Transportation Water, stations the Vistula total strength one million 
kilowatts; building water reservoirs which will irrigate 
Efforts expand transportation facilities the captive about 150,000 hectares land; 5—Exploiting 
countries continue all fronts. the Bug and making the river itself navigable; 
The Hungarian press refers the Ganz-Danubiu ship- Constructing special canal which will shorten naviga- 
yard Budapest the largest Central Europe. Recently tion between the Bug and Warsaw and which the 
was renamed Gheorghiu-Dej shipyard after the Roman- same time will drain large marshy areas; 7—Construct- 
ian Communist leader. former engineer the factory ing Canal, the so-called ‘Silesian 
who recently fled his country revealed: Rail 
“In July and August the Dej shipyard was considerabl 
ships, and oil tankers. Both types are Jardanhaza and Arlo, the vicinity the large Ozd 
marily for the use the Soviet Union, but some are Iron Works, the construction new railroad car factory 
iet- sent Egypt, and recently negotiations have been was begun last July. Hungarian escapee, former engi- 
opened with India, Pakistan and even Iran for orders. neer the Hungarian State Railways, reports the 
New ships both types will considerably larger than factory: 
have capacity 1,800-3,000 tons.” railway station the factory site. The large-scale prepa- 
rations indicate that this new railroad car factory ex- 
September issue the Budapest daily Szabad Nep pected larger than the present factory Gyor, the 
added: largest Hungary. present, the latter producing 
only for the Soviet Union.” 
ther “Construction the sluices the Canal the Trans 
Tisza region has started. Soon seafaring ships will dock Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), August also wrote: 
Romania, Radio Bucharest, September 16, reported impressive celebration, Lajos Bebrits, Minister Trans- 
and the program the Danube-Black Sea Canal emphasiz- spoke the the new marshall- 
have ing the Soviet contribution: ing yard and the end his speech distributed 57,000 
forints (approximately $5,000) among those workers 


“Recently great number Soviet machines and 


who excelled construction the marshalling yard.” 
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The new marshalling yard great importance for 
one the starting points the projected change- 
over the whole East Hungarian railway system the 
Russian wide-gauge system. Part the Miskolc marshall- 
ing yard already built the wide-gauge system. 
Hungarian railway expert, who escaped Vienna the 
latter part July, offers the following information con- 
cerning the conversion: 


“The construction wide-gauge tracks Hungary 
proceeds two directions. Eastward, has already 
reached the city situated the periphery 
the great Hungarian Plains, and advancing towards 
Nyiregyhaza. There are signs indicating that the line 
will advance even further, far Debrecen, the largest 
city the Hungarian Plains. This indicated the 
fact that the railway station Debrecen, which was 
seriously damaged during the war, has been rebuilt 
entirely the style the Russian railway stations. 

“In the Northeastern direction, the wide-gauge tracks 
have reached Satoraljaujhely, important railway cen- 
ter the Czechoslovak-Hungarian border. [The smaller 
part Satoraljaujhely belongs Czechoslovakia, the 
larger Hungary]. present construction advancing 
towards the new marshalling yards 
one the most important centers heavy industry 
Hungary.” 


And Air 


The September number the Hungarian periodical 
Kozlekedesi Szemle (Transportation Review) published 
article engineer Jozsef Szucs entitled “Construction 
Short-Distance Transportation Planes.” The article re- 
vealed that such planes are being produced large quan- 
tities Hungary. The place production not men- 
tioned, but recently escaped aeronautical engineer re- 
ports: 

Airplane production particularly active the 
city Esztergom, situated some kilometers from Buda- 
pest the shores the Danube. During World War 
airplane factory was built Esztergom under 
German supervision. This factory being en- 
larged.” 


“Quality Low” 


Along with increased production, more and more low 
quality products are being placed the market Latvia, 
and Party executives are holding managers, brigadiers and 
factory workers responsible. The official newspaper the 
Latvian Communist Party, Cina, stated September 
that the Meteor rubber plant, which was awarded the 
Red Banner last year, increasing its production low 
quality goods. The Plan has been fulfilled 100.4 per- 
cent. But how? 


“During the last seven months, production has been 
fulfilled 100.4 percent but this has been accomplished 
the production easy make articles such rub- 
ber overshoes—five million rubles worth which are 
stored warehouses. the same time, the plant owes 
the government 56,000 pairs rubber-soled shoes. In- 
stead producing percent first grade shoes only 


Under the title “In Bad Shape,” the Bulgarian newspaper Sturshel 
(Sofia), published the above cartoon complaining production 
The caption reads: “It looks like his trainers did poor 
job! 


percent have been produced. The number poor qual- 
ity products very high. ‘Unfinished goods’ the clever 
term used for such articles the factory. According 
official data, there are least 10,000 such pairs shoes, 
but the number twice high fact. Six persons fix 
soles but seven are employed taking off bad soles and 
returning them for repair.” 


The same newspaper disclosed shortage and mismanage- 
ment the Sarkana Tekstilniece textile plant: 


“We have not been able meet previous commit- 
ments. Raw materials are bad. Machines are not work- 
ing properly. Ten machines remain silent, quality 
low, and work discipline poor. August, many 
machines curtailed for lack thread. There 
was enough thread the warehouse. Production 
not correctly reported. June, 42,153 tons thread 
was dispatched from the warehouse and 42,263 July. 
But later production reports stated that workers had 
processed 47,928 tons thread June and 53,326 
July. How this increase possible? The answer very 
simple: workers are producing less than registered 
the books. result, the Sarkana Tekstilniece 
plant has actually produced less cotton, less yard goods 
and less thread during the past seven months. 


meeting the Moscow District Committee for the 
Riga Communist Party, severe accusations were directed 
Manager Homjanov and Secretary the Party Skripov: 
“The Plan has been achieved producing low quality 
products. During the first half 1952, 402,000 
ruble loss occurred because low quality.” 
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“Entire Shipments are Defective” 


“How Much Longer Can Allow Defective Produc- 
tion the Gabrovo Machinery Manufacturing Plant?” 
the heading article dealing with defective produc- 
tion Bulgaria and printed Trud (Sofia) August 13: 


“The state machinery manufacturing plant Gabrovo 
always complaining that the coke and pig iron re- 
ceives are very poor quality, that raw materials are 
lacking, that lacks sufficient number workers. 
The percentage defective production the plant 
very high. This April the most important department 
the plant, statements have been made concerning 
defective production; May, 55; June, 61. For the 
entire plant, total 259 protocols for defective pro- 
duction have been drawn. Entire shipments are de- 
fective. you ask Angel Genchev, President the 
Plant Trade Committee, for the cause this defective 
production, will very seriously point out ‘objective 
reasons, adding another excuse the excess non- 
skilled workers. His opinion shared all the members 


Letter Complaint 


Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), August 19, published letter 
from worker the Gdansk shipyard Poland which 
criticized the supply system: 


“The Gdansk shipyard encountering many difficul- 
ties. Often there shortage materials, e.g. elec- 
tric cables and mounting parts, there are some 
one, then some the others are lacking. The supply 
department does not keep pace with the purchasing 
materials. There are many deficiencies shipyard 
stores. Materials essential production often run 
out happened, for instance, with brass screws for doors 
metal screws for the mountings doors and other 
fittings. Unnecessary materials meanwhile remain. 

“Comrades Cymanowski and Sliwinski have 
made tests for corking cabins with the aid liquid 
glass. This device both speeds work many times and 
guarantees safety from fire, and there vast difference 
price between liquid glass and the expensive adhesive 
which have been using and which have import 
and pay for foreign currency. Liquid glass work has 
been tried two vessels. succeeded. Unfortunately, 
however, the allotment liquid glass the shipyard 
now exhausted. Although manufactured this 
country, has been impossible obtain and work- 
men are obliged corking with the foreign ad- 
hesive. Jakub Kirkorowicz, Gdansk shipyard.” 


Sabotage Admitted 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) September 16, published the 
text speech delivered Lieutenant-General Georgi 
Tzankov, Minister the Interior, September before 
commemorative meeting celebrating the eighth anniver- 
sary the establishment the Communist militia 
which openly admitted the presence widespread 
sabotage Bulgaria: 


“ 


enemies are trying organize sabotage in- 
dustrial, transport and rural sectors our economy, 
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trying inflict damages, undermine fulfillment 
production plans, hinder introduction types 
economic output, create low-quality production 
and large quantity defective merchandise, spoil 
vital raw materials, cause diversions, fires, and similar 
acts sabotage. Within our rural economy, the enemies 
have concentrated their efforts mainly against coopera- 
tive farms and Machine Tractor Stations, trying create 
chaos and confusion, cause discontent among the co- 
operative members. Our enemies are trying dam- 
age the farm machinery, destroy our cattle, farm 
products, 


THE POWER PROBLEM 


Rude Pravo (Prague), recent article power 
shortages Czechoslovakia stated that, “Production in- 
creases power plants cannot match the rapid growth 
electricity consumption. This also holds true for the 
other countries the Iron Curtain bloc. 


August 18, Agerpress (Bucharest) reported: 


“The most modern thermoelectric station, the Ovidiu 
station the Danube-Black Sea Canal site, was in- 
augurated yesterday. This represents new victory 
implementing the country’s electrification plan and fol- 
lows the recent inauguration the Gheorghiu-Dej main 
power station Doicesti, west the oil center 
Ploesti. The Ovidiu station, provided wholly with 
equipment produced Soviet factories and has been 
constructed and assembled with help Soviet ex- 
perts.” 


exiled industrial engineer finds: 


“The information regarding the building second 
thermoelectric station the Canal [is] significant for 
two reasons: indicative the Soviet Union’s 
interest the Canal’s speedy completion; the fact 
that Soviet technicians, engineers, specialists, etc., are 
employed all important jobs, leaving the subordinate 
chores the Romanians, seems point permanent 
division roles.” 


addition, Scanteia (Bucharest) published several 
editorials August dealing with electrification. the 
first these, published August the paper praised the 
electrification program, which “could not achieved with- 
out the help the USSR”, and pointed the newly in- 
augurated Ovidiu power station. The editorial also 
referred Gheorghiu-Dej’s speech (made before the Plen- 
ary Session the Central Committee October, 1950) 
showing that without electrification “the road Com- 
munism cannot successfully built. The liquidation 
economic and cultural backwardness through increase 
Socialist production inconceivable without elec- 
trification.” 

The second editorial, August 12, hailed the “great 
victory” the inauguration the Doicesti thermoelectric 
plant the Dambovita district which now called 
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Gheorghiu-Dej. Data contained the electrification plan, 
published October 28, 1950, show that this 
initial capacity 60,000 kw.—50 percent the planned 
goal—and that will only working full capacity 
1955 when scheduled for completion. The energy will 
used the industrial areas Ploesti and Brasov. 
uses the low-grade coa] mined Doicesti. the 3,000 
workers and specialists involved the construction this 
plant, great number are Czechoslovak, many whom 
came install machinery brought from Czechoslovakia. 


interesting note that the blueprints for this plant 
were drawn 1932. 


Bulgarian Regulations 


broadcast September Radio Sofia revealed: 


“As September 25, the present schedule for the use 
electric power households will abolished and 
the following new schedule will become effective: Houses 
having odd-numbered addresses will allowed use 
electric power from A.M. P.M., from P.M. 
P.M., and from P.M. A.M. Those with even 
numbers will allowed use electric power from 
A.M. A.M., from A.M. P.M., and from 
P.M. 6.A.M. The maximum monthly use electric 
power per household may not exceed kilowatt hours. 
strictly forbidden use electric power for heating 
purposes. All consumers are free use electric power 
from P.M. A.M. Sundays and holidays con- 
sumers are permitted use electric power from A.M. 
P.M.” 


These restrictions not apply enterprises working 
for the Soviet Union. 


article entitled “New Regulations the Use 
Electric Power”, Vecherni Novini (Sofia), September 
published the following official statement: 


Beginning today, the following additional restrictions 
the use electricity will temporarily introduced through- 
out the entire country: 


“1. For home lighting purposes only one electric bulb 
per household allowed—the maximum monthly use 
electricity not exceed kilowatt hours; The 
use electric household utensils allowed Sofia 
only during the night from P.M. A.M. and 
maximum quantity kilowatt hours electricity per 
month per household; Besides the restrictions thus 
far imposed and published August all enterprises 
using electricity for automotive purposes and machinery 
will shift four-day labor week, except those the 
following industrial groups: coal and ore mining, metal- 
lurgical, chemical, the manufacture wood pulp, the 
production lubricating oils, lumber, cellulose-paper, 
sugar, automobile and plane tires, threshing machines, 
tobacco, and cement; the cotton spinning industry, en- 
terprises processing milk, fish and meat, the lithography 
and printing shops the daily newspapers, the sea- 
ports and the Kolarov plant for high voltage equip- 
ment. 


“The new days without electricity will the two days 
following the one already enforced. All enterprises with 


two and three shifts must organize their use electricity 
that the amount used during the night shift equal 
the amount used for the same number hours 
the day shift.” 


Another article entitled “The Fight Against Damages— 
the Most Important Task the Workers the Electrical 
Industry”, appeared Trud (Sofia) August 10: 


“The frequent failures the electro-power supply 
have prompted the Electrical Workers Union investi- 
gate and take steps eliminate them. This in- 
vestigation revealed that, thus far, the fight against 
mechanical failures our electro-power stations has not 
been waged very seriously. Aside from the lack 
complete electrification plan for the entire country, the 
absence by-laws providing for technical exploitation, 
and the construction projects which satisfy only the 
needs the moment, the reasons for the greater part 
the damages can blamed insufficient care and 
maintenance electro-power station equipment, poorly 
trained personnel, and inadequate vigilance. Due 
poor servicing, the motors the Dimitrovo thermo- 
electric station out operation very Jan- 
uary the control panel the main motor the No. 
boiler fan was burned, hampering the electric power 
supply for the entire Sofia region. the result 
faulty manipulation Al. Aleksiev, technician 
charge the main panel, electric oil box was 


More criticism appeared article entitled, “The 
Necessity For Deep Feeling Responsibility,” Rabotni- 
chesko Delo (Sofia), August 


“The workers’ collective the Rositza dam, under 
the leadership the Party, waging obstinate strug- 
gle for the fulfillment the task for the construction 
the dam wall the end 1952, task entrusted 
them the Party and the government. However, 
must admit that serious mistakes and drawbacks are 
being allowed take place the District Party Com- 
mittee the dam, and technical leadership which 
brought about the failure the fulfillment the con- 
struction program for 1951.” 


Czechoslovakia, rationing power households has 
far not solved the power shortage problem. Consequently, 
efforts are being made improve distribution power 
industrial enterprises well. Rude Pravo (Prague), August 
24, explained: 


“Production increases power plants cannot match 
the rapid growth electric energy consumption. 
recent months the power supply situation deteriorated 
again, and shut-offs had resorted to, was due 
primarily the violation consumption agreements 
the part industry which did not organize shifts 
which would ease the burden during peak consump- 
tion 

“The Ministry Fuels and Energy has prepared 
draft new measures for the winter season 1952-1953. 
[Their] aim improve power distribution over 
the entire hour period, and introduce power 
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rations for individual plants according regions. 
Strict regulation electric energy consumption not 
merely temporary measure, but organic part our 
planned economy... 


Steps have already been taken enforce economy 
industrial power consumption, reported Rude Pravo 
(Prague), September 17: 


16] representatives the State Energy Inspection will 
check regularly and directly with consumers, except 
households, compliance with measures purport- 
ing secure the economical use electricity. the 
case violations fines will imposed further supply 
power will denied the consumer.” 


the meantime, reprisals agairst trespassers agri- 
culture who had broken power consumption discipline are 
already full swing. Vienna correspondent reports: 


“On August 16, five farmers were indicted before the 
penal commission the Radotin District National Com- 
mittee for having consumed, for the purpose sabo- 
tage, more power than they had been officially author- 
ized use. The Penal Commission decided shut off 
power all defendants until further notice, and sen- 
tenced four them jail terms four months. The 
whose consumption exceeded his allocation 
kilowatt hours, received jail sentence four weeks 
and 1,000 koruny fine.” 


effori surmount these difficulties and circum- 
vent the problems created chronic mining troubles, the 
government has taken steps speed hydroelectric 
projects such the one reported Prace (Prague), 
October “The Vir dam and hydroelectric plant will, 
when finished, supply our industry and agriculture with 
millions kilowatt hours electric energy per year. 


And Rude Pravo (Prague) reported September 
and October 


“At Smirice the Hradec region, new hydroelectric 
plant was put into operation within the time limit set 
the government. The plant will save our national 
economy 10,000 metric tons coal per year and will 
greatly improve the power supply for the entire area. 

“Recently, new transformer was tested the CKD 
Stalingrad plant Prague. was made for one 
the Ostrava power plants. thunderbolt 1,050,000 
volt per 1/10,000 second was necessary for the test 
the giant transformer whose capacity 100 mega- 
voltamperes with 220-110 kilovolt tension. the 
first transformer this kind and the largest ever pro- 
duced the Stalingrad workers.” 


TWO NEW LOANS 


During the past two months both Bulgaria and Hungary 
floated new “State Loans” and both were “oversubscribed” 
euphemism because subscription was compulsory. 
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Bulgaria 
Radio Sofia its October broadcast announced: 


“Citizens the People’s Republic Bulgaria, are 
period intensified Socialist construction, and all 
measures taken the Government and Party are di- 
rected toward fulfillment Dimitrov’s Five Year Plan 
ahead 

“Taking advantage generous Soviet aid and 
adopting Soviet experience and new methods work, 
well economies material and funds order 
discover new potential reserves and lower production 
costs, the workers have increased possibilities for greater 
monetary accumulation Socialist enterprises and for 
the State budget. Such accumulation will facilitate com- 
pleting the foundations Socialism and the construc- 
tion the Socialist building. 

“In order reply the patriotic upsurge our 
people for further development 
the national economy and for building Socialism our 
country the shortest possible time the Council 
Ministers has decided introduce new State loan 
which will called, ‘Loan for the Development the 
National Economy 1952.’ Subscription the loan 
begins October Workers and employees State, 
cooperative, public, and private enterprises, offices, and 
organizations, well members all Cooperatives, 
will participate the loan the basis list names. 
All sums will remitted the basis the amount 
listed against the signature the subscriber and the re- 
cipient. The list will remain the enterprise, institute, 
organization where subscription takes place. The sums 
subscribed must paid within months from the 
date issuance. The loan bonds must handed 
the owners before the first drawing. Cooperatives and 
public organizations wihch have private funds can sub- 
scribe sums for the loan but will not participate the 
drawings. They will receive nontransferable treasury 
bonds, issued the name the holder, which will pay 
interest from 1964 1968. From 1969 1973 interest 
and redemption these bonds will paid together 
one-fifth the face value the treasury bond. The value 
the treasury bonds must not less than 400 leva. 
Their text and form will prescribed the Minister 
Finance.” 


The same radio station gave more details October 


“Today all the newspapers published the decree 
the Council Ministers launching new State loan. 
According paragraph one this decree, the subscrip- 
tion State loan 400 million leva has begun. The 
amortization the loan will take place over period 
years. Bonds from the loan and the profits 
from them are free from any present and future state 
and local taxes, well from freezings. The loan 
divided into sections million leva each. 
Each section composed 20,000 series. Loan 
bonds are also issued the denomination 
and leva.... 

“Total income from the loan bonds will paid 
the form prizes. The sum total all prizes equals 
average interest five percent per annum for the 
20-year term. percent all bonds are due win 
during the 20-year term, while the remaining per- 
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cent will rendered their face value. Prizes are 
fixed follows: 40,000 leva, 10,000 leva, 4,000 leva, 
2,000 leva, 1,000 leva and 400 leva. Bonds 200 leva 
have one number series and entitle the holder 
prize plus the face value the bond. Bonds 
leva entitle the holder one-fifth the prize, and 
bonds leva one-tenth the prize.” 


The Bulgarian Telegraph Agency made the following 
report October 14: 


“The Bulgarian Ministry Finance issued the fol- 
lowing statement today: “The State loan 400 million 
leva for developing the national economy, launched 
October was oversubscribed 129,885,300 leva 
October 14. view this, the Ministry Finance, 
instructions from the cabinet, has ordered that further 
applications for subscription longer accepted.’ 
(Signed) Kiril Lazarov, Minister Finance the Bul- 
garian People’s Republic, Sofia, October 14, 1952.” 


Professor Atanas Toshev the University Sofia dis- 


cussed the way State Loans are being subscribed post- 


war Bulgaria his book, “Financial System the People’s 
Republic Bulgaria—1951”: 


“Following September 1944, Bulgaria concluded two 
State Loans. The first was carried out 1945 and 
was for billion leva. Subscription was completed 
the course three months—February, March and April. 
February 1951, second State loan was an- 
nounced amounting billion was covered 
the first day subscription.” 


the time the first loan was carried out, Bulgaria was 
under the rule the Fatherland Front Coalition Govern- 
ment with the Communist Party participating and control 
was not rigorous. This explains why took three months 
cover the first loan. After the Communists seized the gov- 
ernment, (December 11, 1947) control was tightened. 
result the second loan was subscribed one day. The 
third State Loan was also subscribed one day. 


And Hungary 


similar loan—the “Third Peace Loan”—was launched 
Hungary September over Radio Budapest: 


“The enthusiasm with which our workers have over- 
subscribed loans floated the past proves that our 
people regard patriotic duty speed the process 
building Socialism and enhance the strength 
our homeland. 

“The Council Ministers the Hungarian People’s 
Republic has decided float the Third Peace Loan 
October for the sum 1,300,000,000 forints and 
the form premium bonds. Every subscriber will 
remitted the full amount his loan within years. 
There will semi-annual drawings the premium 
bonds and each occasion the drawing will include 
one premium 100,000 forints, considerable number 


premiums 50,000 and 25,000 forints, and many 
smaller premiums.” 


The Hungarian Minister Finance announced that 
October was the last day for subscriptions the so-called 


“Peace Loan” and October the Budapest daily Szabad 


Nep reported: 


“Subscriptions the 1,300,000,000 forint loan ex- 
ceeded the goal million forints the first three 
days. The total number subscriptions reached 1,752,- 
683,200 forints. Thus, the contributions the 3,154,627 
subscribers exceeded the originally scheduled goal 

“On September 25, the Council Ministers the 
Hungarian People’s Republic issued appeal calling 
upon the Hungarian people subscribe the Peace 
Loan. Eight days have passed since then, days the 
great test. The subscriptions the Third Peace Loan 
took place the historic hours the gigantic struggle 
between the worlds the past and the future. 
These eight days the Third Peace Loan were worth 
much plebiscite proving the united stand the 
The American imperialists and their satellites, 
and Tito and his Fascist gang have again received firm 
answer from the Hungarian people—an answer whose 
meaning equivalent lost battle.” 


Subscription the peace loan was obligatory for the 
entire population. order prevent the people from 
contributing very small amounts, the minimum subscription 
was fixed 100 forints cash forints contributed 
through the official pay roll deduction plan. 


IV. SOVROM ANNIVERSARY 


Radio Bucharest, commenting the seventh anniversary 
the founding the Romanian sovrom companies, re- 
marked its July broadcast: 


“Today the seventh anniversary the establish- 
ment the first joint Soviet-Romanian companies, the 
editorial Romania Libera [Bucharest] 
points out that they ‘represent one the direct forms 
the immense and multilateral brotherly help granted 

“*The are strong citadels the fight for 
liquidating the economic backwardness inherited from 
the capitalists, for the creation heavy industry, and 
most important, for creation machine-tool industry, 
the pivot Socialist industrialization and the guaran- 
tee our national independence. The are 
concrete expression the new Socialist relations based 
collaboration and reciprocal help between the Soviet 
Union and the People’s 


The same station revealed the dissolution one these 
same companies July 20: 


“The set 1946, has per- 
formed important activities with regard the diffusion 
and popularization films. cadres capable carry- 
ing its work have been created, both parties have 
agreed disband the company. the future the dis- 
tribution films will made the film department 
the Cinematographic Committee.” 


See February issue News From BEHIND THE IRON 
page 26, and September issue, pp. 29-30. 


See Cultural Section page 40. 
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And Agerpress, August 17, reported the creation two 
new SOVROMS: 


“Commenting the creation the two new 
the SOVROM OIL EQUIPMENT and the NAVAL 
co. August 15, all papers pointed out the particular 
importance their contribution Socialist industrial- 
ization the country. 

“The sOVROM OIL EQUIPMENT will produce not only 
extension and drilling equipment, but also installations 
for crude oil processing. For the first time, complex ag- 
gregates will manufactured for certain big refineries. 
Production oil equipment will greatly increased 
which will not only meet the country’s requirements, 
but will also exported friendly countries, thereby 
contributing the development their oil industries. 
The NAVAL will manufacture river and ocean 
going vessels, thereby extending the possibilities in- 
ternational exchange. 

“In speech delivered the occasion the signing 
the protocol for the creation the new 
Miron Constantinescu stressed that economic relations 
new type based the equality both parties and 
mutual interests are mirrored these conventions. 
economic cooperation the RPR, underscored that the 
signing the agreements proof the extension and 
strengthening the economic cooperation between the 
two countries.” 


Comment 


Yugoslavia, Zagreb’s Communist organ Vjesnik com- 
mented the formation the new its Sep- 
tember issue: 


“On August 15, additional agreements were signed 
concerning two new Soviet Romanian corporations: 
SOVROMPETROLEUM and These cor- 
porations will monopolize production corresponding 
industrial branches, since—as Scanteia puts it, the sov- 
ROM PETROLEUM will embrace all plants the country 
producing installations for petroleum industry, 
the SOVROM all four Romanian shipyards (in 
Turnu-Severin, Galatz, Braila and Constanza). Neither 
the Agerpress communique, nor the articles pub- 
lished connection with the establishment these 
corporations was the form size the Soviet invest- 
ment mentioned. However, while the whole affair has 
been explained the communique brotherly help 
Romania, Miron Constantinescu, President the 
Planning Commission, his speech delivered the 
signing the documents said ‘that Soviet interests have 
met.’ 

“The inclusion the Romanian shipyards the 
represents the final materialization earlier 
endeavors Soviet capital Romania. These ship- 
yards were leased 1945 joint company, named 
SOVROMTRANSPORT for the duration years with the 
agreement that the lessee cede percent the net 
profit the shipyards. The annulment the 1945 
agreement and the establishment special 
for the shipyards reveals Moscow’s desire for increased 
profit: the earlier agreement the shipyards were en- 
titled percent the net profit and the Soviet and 
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Romanian participants percent each, while the 


[present arrangement] the Soviets grab percent the 
net profit.” 


its list the now existence, described 
being “increased 15,” the newspaper included one named 
RATA, joint corporation for road transportation truck”, 
which has not appeared before. 


HOUSING 


Tangent industrial expansion the increased need 
for adequate housing facilities. Efforts being made meet 
these requirements are far from being successful the 
captive countries. 


According existing Polish laws, dwellings towns are 
assigned tenants special Housing Commissions under 
the authority the town’s National Council. Two 
gories dwellings are assigned: the so-called “attached” 
dwellings and dwellings. Dziennik Ustaw 
(Journal Laws, No. 29, 1952) published ordinance 
the Council Ministers which introduces new category 
dwellings called “factory dwellings.” This new type dwell- 
ing differs from the existing ones that houses whole 
blocks houses marked “factory dwellings” will un- 
der direct administration the factories which they are 
assigned and lodgings will only available factory em- 
ployees. these houses are already occupied persons 
who not necessarily work the factories, the new ordi- 
nance also provides for their eviction. 

Przeglad Ustawodawstwa Gospodarczego, (The Review 
Economic Legislation) No. July 1952, discussed the 
new regulations: 


“Factory dwellings are not under the management 
the National Council and their divisions before, but 
are under the management the factories themselves. 
They are counterpart the Soviet factory dwellings 
which are under the management the Ministries and 
larger factories. 

“The Council Ministers can give the name factory 
dwellings any dwellings the neighborhood fac- 
tory. The special character this new type dwell- 
ing underlined the fact that the factories insist that 
only employees occupy such facilities. The problem 
eviction therefore arises. the present tenants 
not vacate voluntarily, they may evicted their 
own expense. Such provisions safeguard against senseless 
resistance the part persons subjected eviction.” 


The new housing regulation described above clearly 
points out that order guarantee accommodation for 
some categories peoples the government does not hesi- 
tate make homeless other persons considered “less pro- 
ductive.” 


Czechoslovak Evictions 


Reports from Czechoslovakia describe the eviction cer- 
tain categories tenants, chiefly designed ease the hous- 
ing shortage for new workers moving the industrial 
centers. 
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Nova Praha (Prague), July 22, wrote: 


“The number apartments vacated the normal 
labor turnover has recently been reduced. [As result], 
the people’s administration formed find new ways 
which provide housing Prague. The num- 
ber vacant apartments reported this year has decreased 
percent comparison 1947, One the ways 
gain housing through the control space alloca- 
tion and illegal possession. Emergency controls 
have been set those parts the city which contain 
the largest number oversized apartments [and 
have] resulted more than one thousand vacant hous- 
ing units [in the Second District]. effecting inter- 
regional transfers, enable applicants live with their 
families [which] also relieves the transportation [prob- 


According government statistics, 16,599 housing units 
(apartments) were built 1948: 19,576 1949; and 
22,016 1950. 1951 however, the number fell 17,- 
5,269 Slovakia) and new housing 
planned only industrial areas such the Ostrava region 
which receive 11,000 units. the Most mining area, 
new town being built house 40,000 people within 
years. Since construction began 1950, blocks have 
been completed. Housing the Danube port Ko- 
marno, which builds river boats for the USSR, also be- 
ing developed. 186 housing units are built 1952. 
The new development will eventually equal the old part 
the town which contains 3,500 units. Slovak mining 
areas, 1,920 new housing units are built this year. 
all these industrial centers housing facilities are being built 
for single men and women well for families. 

Available figures show that there were total 2,401,- 
489 houses Czechoslovakia March 1950 with 
194,146 unihabitable. These comprised 3,758,182 apart- 
ments 219,127 which were uninhabitable. According 
the Prague Central National Committee, there are 44,036 
units with 328,524 apartments the capital mid- 
1952. 

New structures are being built from approved construc- 
tion plans. One them, called T-12, the most widely 
used and consists three-story building with three stair- 
cases designed house families. Each apartment con- 
tains kitchen, living room, bedroom, bathroom, hallway, 
and small pantry. The ceilings are feet high. 


“Conquest the Workers” 


Sztalinvaros, previously Dunapentele, the pride the 
Communist regime Hungary and has become the symbol 
rapid “technical development.” There are 16,000 work- 
ers employed building the town, and the Communists 
daily describes the “wonderful new establishments” and 
workers’ dwellings” colorful articles. But 
during recent highly critical articles have begun 
appear the newspapers criticising particularly the for- 
merly highly-praised dwellings. The September 
issue Szabad Nep (Budapest) reported series com- 


plaints made inhabitants the model houses who were 
interviewed 


“Our heart starts beating faster approaching our 
pride, the city Sztalinvaros the plains Pen- 
telek. This large-scale settlement the workers’ achieve- 
ment. Hundreds and hundreds new apartments are 
being built Our State has budgeted large 
amounts for this purpose. However, there trouble 
around the apartments. visited the apartment the 
Stakhanovite iron worker, Pal Armos, Beloiannis 
Street. comfortable apartment. Com- 
rade Armos delighted and declares that the old days 
only wealthy capitalists, attorneys factory owners had 
such apartments, Everything wonderful—only the 
door frames are badly finished and the plaster falls all 
around it. needs prophetic ability able tell 
that within the shortest time the doors will useless. 

“In the second story apartment Stalin Street, 
Mrs. Bela Deak said: moved in, the floor was 
uneven that were afraid were going break 
our legs.’ the neighboring apartment, the shower 
out order. has been out order ever since the 
people moved in. No. Epitok Street, all locks are 
bad. the bathrooms and kitchens there are win- 
dows and ventilation. No. Ady Endre Street, 
Mrs. Andras Beck was busy preparing dinner when 
called. She has nice friendly home but there are seri- 
ous drawbacks which aggravate the inhabitants. Win- 
dows not close properly and they blow open the 
slightest wind. Comrade Mihaly Kristofecz had just 
about moved when large piece plaster fell off the 
bedroom ceiling almost causing serious accident. 
the large room Comrade Antal Hahn, Jr., 
tiny box-like iron stove supposed provide the heat. 
Behind the stove there iron plate which there 
conduct the heat into the adjoining room. other 
apartments, the walls the tiny bathrooms are not cov- 
ered with tiles with oil paint, that the steam will 
ruin the plaster very short time.” 


Together with the above article, the periodicals Magyar 
(Hungarian Woman) and Muvelt Nep (Educated 
People) both published articles and illustrations describing 
shortcomings the model town. 


Romanian Claims 


The Romanian Agerpress (Bucharest) claimed Sep- 
tember 16: 


“In 1951, 472,000 square meters workers’ dwellings 
were built and were placed the disposal nearly 
3,000 families and over 20,000 unmarried people. This 
volume construction represents growth percent 
over 1950. 

“In the current year, the number workers’ dwell- 
ings under construction percent greater than 
1951, and the mining and oil regions 176 percent 
greater. the Jiu Valley alone, 900 apartments will 
erected this year. 

“Genuine workers’ towns have appeared close some 
the big plants; one Hunedoara, over 500 apart- 
ments; another near Brasov, two sections, total 
600 apartments. 


| 


Economic 


community center, including more than build- 
ings, under construction near Porta Alba for workers house-supervisor. should added that facing this 


committee has even appointed Spilmane serve 


the canal.” building new recreation park and that the building 


only feet from the militzia station and 200 feet 
Official Indifference from the district party office.” 


After their seizure power Latvia, the Communists And under the title “Total Disinterest the Health 
did not hesitate nationalize all buildings regardless the Workers”, the Albanian newspaper Puna (Tirana), 
size. Later some the one-family houses were turned over wrote: 
their former owners for “life-long use” due the high 
cost repairs. The number these “life-long” users 
steadily decreasing. People refuse take care old build- 


“Simultaneous with the laying foundations for the 
Stalin textile combine building, work the construc- 
tion new dwellings for workers was begun. The 


ings which have been state disrepair for several houses were built according the plans Soviet engi- 
years. There plan for the larger nationalized buildings neers and followed sanitary requirements regarding 
providing for repair certain blocks certain years. running water, light, ventilation, etc. 
repairs are needed earlier—the only thing wait. which have good 
Cina (Riga) published complaint July about the and, the Stalin combine was meant 
ent the management and the Committee Trade 
“In Sigulda, the banks the Gauja river, there Unions have done very little about the health and hy- 


two-story house with rooms No. Swiss Street 
which hidden pretty fence green trees. Six 
the rooms are empty. There once was porch front 
the house. Now only the roof remains. the park 


giene the workers. They have never thought about 
taking any measures disinfect workers’ houses. One 
finds great lack cleanliness and hygiene the 
warehouse, especially the eating places. 


side, garbage depository hole has passed. Enter- “By leaving things such state, the management 
ing from the street, are again met pile gar- and the Trade Union Committee have not considered 
bage. One the empty rooms used for storing gar- the problem health part the 

bage; another has floor, another filled with straw 
and old baskets. There are doors windows. The paper continues condemn all concerned for this 
seems that the doors and floors have been used for fire- lack, and one point asks: “If cannot have good con- 
wood. One would think that the building would torn ditions for advanced workers advanced industries such 
down. But this not the case. The Sigulda executive textiles, what about the other industries?” 
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Cultural Section 


Stage and Screen 


Tolstoy, Szabad Nep (Budapest) recently 
wrote: “From writer became elevated 
agitator.” Thus the writer’s progress totali- 

tarian society charted and assessed. 

all Communist countries, the legitimate theater has 
been seized the Party and converted into feedline for 
mass indoctrination. Contemporary plays must observe 
the tenets “Socialist realism,” must dramatize the con- 
struction the “Socialist state.” Entertainment value and 
literary merit are subordinate the real goal the play: 
direct results measurable terms new work projects 
inspired, new work methods demonstrated, new embellish- 
ments the Party line made palatable. Satirical comedy 
alone exempt from these prescriptions. has its special 
role particularly potent weapon the anti-West 
campaign. 


Perhaps the most elaborate program for exploiting the 
theater propaganda medium took place Poland 
during the first six months 1952. This was the Festival 
Polish Contemporary Plays, national contest for amateur 
theatrical groups factory workers and peasants. Approxi- 
mately 50,000 amateur actors performed 2,365 groups 
before audience estimated five million people. The 
project was planned the Spala (Cultural) Conference 
1951 and followed the rules drawn that conven- 
tion. Its repertoire was selected committee Party 
members who screened plays for “social emphasis.” Prac- 


tical participation the actors the social situations 


their plays was requisite feature the Festival. Thus, 
the village Katy Poznan Province, where play about 
dam construction was performed, seven dams were built 
the village during rehearsals the play. Trybuna Ludu 


(Warsaw), May listed other specific results the Festi- 
val project: 

“Under the influence the Festival plays and the 
participation them, new groups were organized 
study the history the All-Union Communist Party. 
After having seen Victory play about collectivization], 
performed trade union group for audience 
peasants, the latter decided set agricultural co- 
operative their own village. Under the influence 
the Festival, 300 new reading rooms were set 
These are achievements whose importance cannot 
underestimated.” 


However, the Festival scored neither complete critical 
nor practical success. Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), May 18, 
pointed out that theater-goers find scant diversion the 
dramatization routine problems which daily confront 
them their jobs: 


“Among several conclusions which our theater 
critics reached the course the Festival, probably the 
most harmful was the observation that audience com- 
posed workers reluctant watch plays reflecting 
conflicts based problems [factory] production. Be- 
cause the audience experiences many these problems 
day-to-day life their workshops, conflicts this 
type were alleged completely devoid attractive- 
ness the stage. order substantiate this conclu- 
sion many examples small attendance contemporary 
plays were cited. 

“It must admitted that the great inadequacy our 
theaters reproducing convincing new backgrounds 
and the new Socialist man, whose character completely 
different from the heroes the bourgeois theater. 
must state that this factor was really the weak point 
the recent Festival, and continues weakness 
all attempts our theaters tread the true path 

“The worker seen merely the context his trade 
and his place work appears incomplete, two- 
dimensional type, devoid personal life. pallid 
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stage hero, leaving the audience skeptical and bored. 
This the reason for the poor reception the Festival 
plays.” 


less obvious technique has been exercised the Com- 
munist authorities manipulate professional actors and 
the established urban theaters into the service the State. 
Here, too, repertoire dictated the Party through the 
Ministry for Culture and Art, with the same emphasis 
the social aspects the play. Classics are not proscribed, 
but “revised” include the necessary ideological twist. 
Thus Balzac’s Eugenie Grandet was, through the adroit 
arrangements Communist writer, Albert Arrault, 
turned from romance into Marxist play, with the 
critics hailing the new version Balzac’s “subconscious 
intention.” 


concrete step toward complete political control the 
theater will taken this autumn with the introduction 
the “studio system” the Theater Narodowy Warsaw. 
The studio will serve the central point for screening new 
plays. Before play rehearsed, actors, director and play- 
wright will convene evaluate the “social aspects” each 
scene. insufficiently “social,” the scene will corrected 
the playwright the director. Once the whole play has 
been discussed and revised, rehearsals can held. When 
committee Party members who are entitled make 
further changes. Only after they have given their final 
approval can the play open. plays may shown un- 
less they have been processed this way. Simultaneously, 
most the present staff the Theater Narodowy will 
dismissed. New actors and directors are engaged, 
trained the “studio system,” and dispatched intro- 
duce the system other Polish theaters. The first play 
scheduled for production under this system Tadeusz 
Lomnicki, who will himself participate the “studio.” 


Romania, plays are put through almost identical 
political filter, and are subject further check after 


opening. exiled playwright summarizes the procedure 
follows: 


“Plays are proposed theater managers, then sub- 
mitted the successive control and approval two 
commissions: one, Romanian, the Committee Arts [re- 
sponsible the Council Ministers and headed 
Eduard Mezincescu] and the other, Soviet, composed 
stage-designer, Kovalenko, and stage director, 
named Mateev. The play performed before both 
commissions, which have veto powers; either the 
commissions rules, the play withdrawn changed. 

“After certain number public performances 
play, special performance given only for actors and 
theater personnel, followed discussion period. This 
procedure followed almost all theaters, and all ac- 
tors get see ‘critically’ all plays. The entrance spe- 
cial performances free upon presentation 
membership card [Union Artists, Writers 
and Newspapermen]. The purpose these performances 
raise the artistic level ‘criticism and self-criti- 
cism’; that is, force actors think along the Party 
line. After the performance, round-table discussion 


Cultural 


held the stage. this discussion participate: the au- 
thor the play, the person who arranged trans- 
lated the play, the stage director the play, newspaper- 
men, and Party members charge dramatic arts. 
Actors are expected take active part the discus- 
sion; generally, non-theatrical personnel (electricians, 


janitors) take advantage the opportunity bait the 


refugee describes program political indoctrination 
followed one Bucharest’s major theaters: 


“At the Theater the Army, the following schedule 
followed: 
session 
9-12 
12- and rest 


“For half hour before the curtain raised, the, 
whole troupe and auxiliary personnel [stage-hands, tech- 
nicians, etc.] meet for ‘collective’ reading the Party 
organ Scanteia. Each evening different actor reads the 
editorial and leads the discussion. The actors are divided 
into number groups, each under leader who re- 
quires personal report from each actor propaganda 
pamphlets read, films seen, and exhibitions visited dur- 
ing the week. group composed persons, 
and has several ‘leaders,’ appointed the theatrical 
union. There economic ‘leader’ and cultural 
‘leader,’ whose duties are check the reading book- 
lets, etc. The three most familiar books read these 
groups are Stalin and the Youth, The Fight against 
Superstition, and Criticism and Self-Criticism.” 


Collect and Cooperate 


Czechoslovakia, amateur theatrical groups are also 
subject Party selection their plays. Here, however, 
there implied resistance the part the actors 
imposed repertoire. discussion this year’s Jirasek 
Festival, annual contest similar the Polish Festival, 
Brousil [Dean the Academy Dramatic Art] 
spoke defense this practice over Radio Prague, Sep- 
tember 25: 


“Plays are not chosen the actors’ collectives, but are 
assigned them. There has been some controversy over 
whether not this desirable procedure. But since 
tasks are set for factories and agricultural cooperatives, 
why not set tasks for art groups? When author 
under obligation fulfill State orders, actors should 
also willingly accept the task performing certain 
plays.” 


exiled stage director analyzes Party policy-making 
the Czechoslovak theater from the point view the 
director: 


“On the stage, the classical three unities [time, place, 
action] have been replaced four new criteria accord- 
ing which all plays and all performances must 
judged: social progressiveness, ideological fighting spirit, 
‘human realism,’ and last, dramatic merit. These princi- 
ples and their official enforcement are bound present 
dilemma for theater directors who, the one hand, 
want preserve some the qualities dramatic art, 
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but who, the other hand, are under constant pressure 
from the new Agitprop-bred playwrights whose fighting 
spirit and ‘realism’ are frequently their only quali- 
fications.” 


The mutual obligations between playwright and director 
were taken under consideration article Literarni 
Noviny (Prague), July 19: 


“The great improvement our contemporary drama 
joyous fact. The Czech and Slovak drama the 
first ranks our artistic conquest because our play- 
wrights have transformed into weapon for peace, 
for higher work productivity, for the new Socialist man, 
and against all remnants obsolete bourgeois morality. 
Our theater has succeeded abolishing plays with bour- 
geois themes and gradually filling the repertoire 
our theaters with Soviet plays and with comedies con- 
temporary themes. [It has succeeded in] combining the 
innovation Socialist plays with the fervent fostering 

“However, there have been complaints about lack 
courage dealing with playwrights candidly, complaints 
that the directors, afraid take responsibilities, put all 
responsibility upon the decisions the advisory board, 
the theater councils, the cast. 

“The directors, turn, object the actions cer- 
tain playwrights who, offering rough drafts their plays, 
immediately demand binding promise the date 
the opening night, and when unsuccessful, attempt 
get the support influential Party functionaries, Fre- 
quently, simply employing contemporary themes, 
these writers try cover for artistic shortcomings 
plays. 

“The playwright has the right demand careful 
analysis his play assess its value terms social 
progress, ideological fighting spirit, human realism and 
artistic mastery. The theater directors must aware 
that any lagging behind theatrical development the 
accelerated development our life will their fault. 
And they must aware the enviable tasks before 


Hungary 


The second Hungarian national competition amateur 
theatrical groups now preparation. Szabad Nep 
(Budapest), September 22, warned participating groups 
against “harmful legacies the past”: 


“The aim this year’s contests develop the 
achievements made far and eliminate the short- 
comings still noticeable the general level perform- 
ances. The harmful legacy the past—pseudo-folk 
drama, and the cult stars—continues persist. The 
songs the labor movement are not adequately repre- 
sented choral programs. All these shortcomings can 
eradicated more emphasis political enlight- 
enment, which bound improve the cultural level 
performances. [The acting groups] will also have take 
the fight more energetically against the class enemy 
and anti-social ideology. 

“Given good support the Party organization and 
village intellectuals, the theatrical groups the factories, 
cooperatives and schools will have every chance mak- 
ing the second nation-wide contest worthy the new 


Loan campaign 


socialist culture the Hungarian people.” 


The stage was set work popularize the Peace 


“The hero shown three different periods: 1944, 
1950, and 1952. 1944, the only clothing has 
old shirt and praying able live peace 
once again, able leave his cellar and out 
the sunshine, able eat real soup once again, 
have job and forget the war. 1950, pros- 
perous man with only one worry—his pantry too small. 
His wife has put jars preserved fruit the pantry 
and they not know where put the rest. 1952, 
longer remembers the bad times; wants make 
sacrifices and short-sightedly refuses recognize the 
necessity for the Peace Loan.” 


Bulgarian refugee describes the organization the- 
atrical groups Bulgaria: 


“Theatrical activities are greatly stressed. New theaters 
are constantly being built and towns too small have 
one their own are visited road companies, Artistic 
amateur groups have been organized factories, state 
enterprises, and schools augment professional per- 
formances. During the first months the season, some 
700,000 persons attended the theater out total popu- 
lation over million. 

“Tickets are hard get about half are sold 
through such organizations the Fatherland Front, 
trade unions, and various government Ministries. 
equal number are sold participating actors, each ac- 
tor being entitled two tickets. Only few tickets re- 
main for sale the box offices. 

“Every theater program states that applause during 
performances prohibited. This prohibition imposed 
prevent disturbances during unpopular plays which 
the people are forced attend. However, applause 
allowed the mention ‘great’ Communist leaders. 
This usually begun claque planted the audi- 
ence. Attendance classical plays such those 
Shakespeare, Moliere and Gogol spontaneous and en- 
thusiastic, attendance dramas depicting Bulgarian 
life Bulgarian characters.” 


New Season, New Climate 


Anticipating the new theatrical season (1952-53), the 
Satellite press outlined productions scheduled for this year 
and summarized the results last. The Hungarian daily 
Magyar Nemzet reported August 17: 


“On the basis experience gained the past season, 
the theaters will present fewer new plays and will strive 
more thorough their work. broad outline 
the plans for the 1952-53 theatrical season are follows: 
The Budapest National Theater will present, addition 
the plays performed last year (The Ozora Example, 
Baptism Fire, Hamlet, Unforgettable 1919, Revizor, 
Bank Ban, Intrigue and Love, The Noszty Boy), the 
great Turkish [Communist] poet Nazim play 
entitled Ashug’s Song which won the International Peace 
Prize, Vorosmarty’s Csongor and Tunde new ar- 
rangement, Gorky’s drama Somov and Company, the 


(see Economic Section, Page 28). 
Nepszava (Budapest), October described play pre- 
sented the workers the Duna Shoe Factory: 
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Czechoslovak author Jirashek’s drama dealing with the 
life John Huss, and the Soviet comedy the Steppes 
the Ukraine, which was presented last year the 
National Theater. The Madach Theater, ad- 
dition the plays performed last season, will present 
Lope Vega’s Verdad Dospechose, 
Romeo and Juliet, and the Soviet author Korn’s play 
Deep Drilling, dealing with the life oil workers. The 
People’s Army Theater will present two premieres, Vail- 
land’s Colonel Foster Pleads Guilty, and the Soviet au- 
thor Lavrenov’s Collapse. 

“Among the Hungarian authors, Gyula Hay plan- 
ning write two plays, Stalin Prize winner Sandor Nagy 
also will write plays, well Erno Urban, Miklos 
Gyarfas, and Sandor Gergely. Tibor Meray, Szabad Nep 
correspondent Korea, preparing play dealing with 
life Korea.” 


The July-August issue the literary magazine Csillag 
carried article the new Hungarian drama: 


“After long decades stagnation and the complete 
disintegration bourgeois dramatic literature, our age 
drama again flourishing and enjoying renaissance. 
All the external and internal prerequisites great 
drama may completely and distinctly found pres- 
ent-day Hungary. The dramatic process building 
new world, the unprecedentedly sharp conflicts, the im- 
mense human and material dimensions and the infinite 
perspective this great struggle give substance our 
dramas. Never before have the main problems our 
entire society and entire nation been strongly united 
with the struggle for the new world waged the lead- 
ing class; are able survey the complex processes 
evolution from viewpoint that none the leading 
classes the past were able give us: this the high 
level progressive Marxist-Leninist ideology. 

“Today but grotesque memory that there was 
time when ‘new’ Hungarian drama was represented 
Lajos Kassak’s They Crossed the Threshold, Sandor 
Spell, Ferenc Molnar’s Emperor, not mention 
such freaks The Nude Girl The Woman and the 
Ghost. Marai [living exile the the great 
stylist, was undoubtedly better author than Eva Mandi. 
Ferenc Molnar had more dramatic élan than did Klara 
Feher. But who remembers the mad actor Molnar’s 
play fancying himself Napoleon, and whom does 
Esmeralda Spell mean anything? The stage tricks 
bourgeois cosmopolitanism have disappeared, just 
have rotten petit-bourgeois social democratism and the 
literature city pseudo folk-art. But the drama which 
tries solve the great problems that interest the people, 
which its stage conflicts expresses the struggle and suc- 
cess the working class re-creating the world—this 
drama lives and flourishes and developing un- 
precedented pace. Now, for the first time, have suc- 


ceeded creating truly effective plays the Hungarian 


Reviewing last season’s stage fare, the article deplored 
the shortage good plays contemporary topics such 
warmongering,” but ended militant 
note optimism for the future: 


Cultural 


“This season, the Hungarian theaters presented eleven 
Hungarian dramas—including the revised plays. Nine 
them are original. That not very much. 
account the shortage dramas number thea- 
ters were able add only one Hungarian play their 
program. During the whole theatrical season there was 
not one single play dealing with the present life the 
working class; our playwrights neglected the People’s 
Army, and there were only two plays which directly 
dealt with the great struggle being waged against the 
imperialist war adventurers. The standard the 
newly presented nine original varies. Some 
them merely improve the program statistics the thea- 
ter, but not fulfill their educational purpose. 
Thus, varying standards, irrelevant problems, and de- 
ficiencies program policy also are characteristic the 
past theatrical 

“These mistakes cannot obscure the great result, which 
that the new trend Hungarian drama literature has 
created genre lasting value. Just The Sowing, 
Criminal Indictment, and The Heroes the Weekdays 
were pioneers this whole new trend, the Baptism 
Fire, The Day Wrath and Ozora Example are pio- 
neers new age Socialist drama.” 


sampling plays the boards Budapest theaters 
for the month April 1952 illustrates the extent Rus- 
sian penetration into Hungarian culture. This breakdown 


shows that Russian plays outnumbered Hungarian two 
one: 


Number Russian plays 110 
Number Hungarian plays 
Number English plays 
Number American plays 
Number French plays 
Number German plays 


Art Order 


exiled Czechoslovak author has described the phe- 
nomenon ‘art requisition,’ which first learned 
Czechoslovakia 1948 the Congress Young 
Writers held Dobris. Here, Moscow-trained Communists 
explained that was not against the principle artistic 
freedom for government, Party business enterprise 
order, from specific writer, poet playwright, work 
art needed for any propaganda purpose. Cultural com- 
missars attempted convince the audience pointing out 
historical precedents for this system. They claimed that 
the great works Greek and Latin literature had been 
written upon orders from the Emperors, and that the en- 
tire literature the troubadours was ordered and paid for 
the nobility, who wanted the ladies their choice 
celebrated the court poets. 

1952 requisitioned art established condition 
artistic endeavor Czechoslovakia. Large scale state or- 
ders for plays were first announced the Prague news- 
paper Rude Pravo November 1951: 


“Contracts with the State have been signed the fol- 
lowing authors: 
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Vojetch Cach—a play revealing the background 
the Munich treason: Miroslav Stehlik—a play 
Miska, the Ostrava Fr. Vrba—a play 
the struggle the workers present-day Amer- 
ica [Fr. Vrba was cultural attache the USA from 


occasions such Party holidays, the Czechoslovak 
press calls upon playwrights and authors “name their 
new obligations.” Some the writers commit themselves 
almost Stakhanovite achievements. Ludvik Askenazy 
pledged himself the January issue Lidove Noviny 
produce within the current year play the latest 
events Germany, novel similar theme, book 
short stories, the libretto for film, children’s book 
the theme the struggle for peace and novel rural 
subject. 


New Prospects 


Bulgaria, the newspaper Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), 
September 18, scanned the prospects for the new year: 


“During this month our theaters begin their new sea- 
son. Over plays are included the repertoire the 
national theaters, dealing with the problems about the 
struggle for peace against the instigators new war— 
the American aggressors and the Titoite Fascists, about 
the building Socialism the city and village, com- 
petitions and rationalization, the new relations among 
the people, etc. these plays, belong the Soviet 
contemporary drama, the Russian classics, Plays 
the Western classics, the contemporary progressive 
American, French and German dramas well plays 
writers from the People’s Democratic countries, are 
also included the repertoire. The new Bulgarian 
drama being introduced more and more the stage 
our theaters. During this season contemporary 
Bulgarian dramatic plays will staged our People’s 
theaters, the largest number Bulgarian plays ever 
staged during one season. 


Vecherni Novini (Sofia) June 18, reviewed the past sea- 
son point out its major achievements: 


“During the 1951-1952 theatrical season, our thea- 
ters had great successes. Almost all theaters pre- 
pared their repertoires according specific needs and 
conditions. Thus, the repertoire prepared for agrarian 
centers included plays Socialist reconstruction 
[that] for industrial centers included plays accenting 
production. Our theaters have also taken very 
active part the struggle for peace [and] addi- 
tion, are very active all public celebrations and 
cal 


Theater policy requires that contemporary Soviet and 
classical Russian plays, well those the People’s 
Democracies, shall presented. plays given during 
the first months the past season, were Soviet, 
Bulgarian, classical Russian, European classical, and 
Western contemporary “progressive” authors. 

article entitled, “Toward New Upsurge the 
Bulgarian Drama,” Literaturen Front (Sofia), August 


criticized the artistic caliber current plays: 


Our drama still lags behind with respect the 
development our life and the growing demands the 
theater-going public. Authors still not deal ex- 
tensively successfully with important topics like the 
reconstruction the village, the struggle for peace, the 
new life the family, the new Socialist morals, etc. The 
lack comedy our theater also very acute. There 
are writers who still not study life profoundly and 
who depict reality one-sidedly. other instances, 
instead depicting characters, the professional quali- 
fications and narrow-minded professional language the 
heroes are played and the solution vital human 
conflicts replaced representation technological 
successes.* 

“The language used plays not always the lan- 
guage proper literary and artistic work. There are 
plays which the artists speak poor Bulgarian. The 
staging poorly written plays, plays lacking literary 
and artistic merit, means encouraging the au- 
thors, should not permitted.” 


no 


Romantic Realism 


Contemporanul (Bucharest), June 20, carried article 
Romanian playwright Lucia Demetrius: 


“There are few new plays which the fight the 
working people for the building Socialism and the 
conflicts and heroes the new realities our Father- 
land are appearing. Plays such Mihail Davidoglu’s Fire 
City, Maria Banus’ The Great Day, Moraru and Baran- 
For the People’s Happiness, Hadju Zoltan’s The 
Barefoot Bride, Radu Boureanu’s The Wolves, Aurel 
Baranga’s The Weed, have been warmly received. How- 
ever, spite these successes, our playwrights have not 
been able keep with the revolutionary transforma- 
tions our country. The principal condition for 
the development drama the concrete understanding 
the theory and practice Socialist realism. 


Realism the Romanian theater ensured extreme 
practical measures. Thus, according Romanian News 
(Romanian Embassy, Washington), August 31: 


“The actors, the director, the set and costume design- 
ers, all those who contributed the staging Fire City 
Mihail Davidoglu, visited the great metallurgical 
plants [where] they followed the different phases the 
production process and assimilated the terminology and 
the specific language used the metal workers while 
living among them, knowing their work, their preoccu- 
pations, their way life. Dressed overalls, the visitors 


The slapdash manner which dramatic conflict forced into 
the context plays was described Soviet play- 
wright the June issue Komsomol Pravda (Moscow): “Re- 
cently had occasion attend play Moscow Dur- 
ing intermission went the director’s office congratulate the 
theater the premiere, but the board directors had time 
for congratulations. The room was shrouded smoke, inter- 
minable meeting was taking place. Right after the play the direc- 
tor the theater came the cloakroom and said 
hoarse voice, ‘Do you want know why are holding 
ing? fixing conflict. are about put new 
contemporary play, but has conflict it. putting one 
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endured the high temperatures close the furnaces, and 
lived the intensely emotional moments the firing 
blast furnace.” 


recent escapee reports that about 75% the plays 
being presented the Romanian stage are imported from 
the Soviet Union. When Soviet plays fall out favor 
the USSR, they are banned the Romanian stage. 
August, 1951, the Council Ministers informed the 
Caragiale Theater Bucharest that Squaring the Circle 
Valentin Katayev, The Fate Reginald Davis Ko- 
jevnikov, and Macar Doubrava Alexander Korneichuk 
Soviet] were excluded from the repertoire. 


According refugee reports, the Polish national stage 
still high level true prewar tradition, despite Com- 
munist efforts disregard all artistic aspects the drama 
favor ideological emphasis. The proportion Rus- 
sian plays the national repertoire does not appear 
extensive the other Satellite countries, except dur- 
ing the Polish-Soviet Friendship Month [October], when 
all the theaters play Russian drama exclusively. 

The Soviet play Man With Rifle Nicholas Pogodin 
was milestone last year’s theatrical season. was the 
first time that Lenin and Stalin had been portrayed the 
Polish stage. Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), May 31, analyzed 
the performance the Polish actors entrusted with these 


Cultural 


the circus and are amused the clowns. therefore 
prime importance what kind jokes are told the 
masses. must away with the old-time jokes, in- 
human masks and senseless foolery. short, must 
create for our clowns type realistic burlesque ex- 
pressing Socialist ideas. This, however, not easy. 
long the clowns caricature the enemy, which they 
present, there problem. But soon the figures 
the kulak and the dandy will become hackneyed, not 
mention the obsolete barons and counts. Then the 
question will arise: whom and what should the clowns 
portray? What aspects our present life should they 
ridicule? 

“In examining this branch art, commedia dell’arte, 
see that the clowns have engaged po- 
litical mockery and satire. This does not mean that 
should now have our clowns present political satire 
the form farces. That the task the actors. 
the duty our authors write up-to-date, witty dia- 
logues with which our modern Harlequins and Pierots 
can make the public laugh. would well our 
writers thought about jokes for our clowns, and the 
Writers Association and the Theatrical and Film Art 
Association were seriously consider this problem and 
sponsor debates and competitions. The fact that clowns 
and not professional actors are engaged this branch 
art should not deter anyone; these two professions 
not conflict.” 
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weighty roles: 


“The showing Lenin and Stalin’s figures has great 
importance for the Polish theater. The troupe the 
Wroclaw Theater was aided its task the visit 
two Soviet actors, Skorobogatow and Jancat the Len- 
ingrad theater. After many tryouts Zukowski and De- 
woyna were selected. Zukowski had overcome many 
difficulties technical nature. much taller than 
Lenin and has bass voice. But succeeded over- 
coming these drawbacks. Into the execution such 
honorable role, the actor put great amount effort. 
Not only was wearing wonderfully made mask, not 
only was able catch Lenin’s characteristic pose, 
with the left leg forward, the torso bent and the right 
hand the ear, but was able project the internal 
concentration, alert intelligence, clearness decision 
and the will win. 

“Unfortunately the impersonation Stalin failed. 
but was unable reproduce the restrained ardor, the 
concentrated thought and the iron decision. Following 
Soviet experience, necessary the future that for 
great roles, the theater should select actors not only from 
its own troupe but from the whole country.” 


“What ... Should They Ridicule?” 


letter the Hungarian monthly review Szinhaz 
Filmmuveszet, the director the Budapest Variety Theater 
outlined the ways which Communism can promoted 
through “realistic 


would like say few words about the most diffi- 
cult branch comic art—buffoonery. The workers enjoy 


Poland, the Theater Satire Warsaw, led the 
director Pawlowski under Jurandot, was recently estab- 
lished replace the variety theaters, traditional forums for 
criticism the government. Instead, the satire will 
directed against the West and against opponents the 
Communist regime. The theater opened with parody 
entitled Voice America, performed Pawlowski him- 
self. also appeared Zalucki’s Bikiniarz, which deals 
with Polish youth who “ape the American way life.” 
Slonimski, who himself lingered exile, has written 
parody Polish exiles entitled Emigradczyni. 

Czechoslovak refugee who arrived Germany 
the end May relates that before his escape saw the 
play entitled Hallo Freddie, which has been the reper- 
toire the Prague Theater Comedy since February 
1952. His summary the plot reveals the play typi- 
cal example anti-US satire: 


“One the actresses plays the part American 
woman film producer. She, her daughter, and other 
Americans are presented completely uneducated peo- 
ple who not even know who Chopin was, and who 
speculate among themselves whether was rac- 
ing horse, make car, etc. While they quarrel, 
orangutang sits piano and starts play one 
Chopin’s works. 

“In the following scene, the secretary ap- 
pears with her lover, who wants know her Christian 
name. She stubbornly refuses disclose it, but finally 
she gives and tells him. Her name ‘Canalization’, 
because when she was born new canal system was be- 
ing built the town which her father was Mayor. 

“At the climax the play the girl ‘Canalization’ and 
various progressive actors decide quit and leave the 
woman producer protest against her decision film 
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the story Polish artist who fled from the People’s 
Democracy.” 


Contrasting the vigor tlie Czechoslovak theater with 


the decadence the New York stage, Prace (Prague), 
September 26, declared that Broadway is, its own admis- 
sion, desperate straits: 


“Not long ago the Wall Street Journal reported that 
the New York theater the verge bankruptcy. 
Plays that have entirely taken over the American stage 
are full bedroom scenes and anti-Communist propa- 
ganda. Classic works and the works renowned Ameri- 
can progressive authors have vanished completely. Official 
American cultural experts are seeking way out this 
miserable situation. American newspapers have expressed 
approval remedy suggested multi-millionaire the- 
atrical ‘angel’ Howard Cullman. His advice permit 
the sale liquor American theaters, because whisky 
will supposedly dull the discomfort bad perform- 
ance.” 


THIS CELLULOID IDEOLOGY 


“Of all the arts,” Vladimir Ilyich Lenin said, “the art 
the motion picture the most important use.” The 
Communists have never forgotten Lenin’s pronouncement, 
nor have they been idle acting upon it. Everywhere they 
have come power, the number moving pictures pro- 
duced has increased; new studios are built; new actors, 
writers, directors, producers are trained and indoctrinated 
with Communist ideology; new theaters and motion picture 
houses are constructed and the people are either attracted 
coerced into being audiences for the cinematic propa- 
ganda Communism. 

Lenin had maintained that cinematography was the 
most important art form our times, Stalin specified its 
role: help the working class and the Party edu- 
cate workers the spirit Socialism, organize the 
masses the fight for Socialism and raise the cultural, 
political and militant character the masses.” 


Czechoslovakia 


prewar Czechoslovakia, the Barrandov film studios 
Prague were the largest east Germany. During the war 
and the occupation, the Germans used these studios and 
enlarged them, because Prague was safer from Allied bomb- 
ing than Berlin. This left the postwar Czechoslovak film 
industry better equipped technically that would have 
been solely with Czechoslovak means. After liberation, the 
Czechoslovak film industry was taken over the State, 
where came under the control the Communist-dom- 
inated Ministry Information (Kopecky). Production 
schedules were then planned the Ministry and respective 
producers and directors had submit scripts for approval. 
Film distribution, however, remained largely non-Com- 
munist hands, but mainly they had prewar Czechoslovak 
films and Soviet films distribute. Nonetheless, 1948, 
they managed distribute large number British and 
American films. 


Czechoslovak film production was slow recovering 
cause 1945 the largest studios were taken over the 
Soviet Union for making its own films. that time, Soviet 
films were rushed Prague the summer 1945, but 
found only very small audience. 

After the Communist putsch 1948, the film industry 
became means Communist propaganda and all films 
had emphasize the superiority State-controlled Social- 
ism and the new socialist man. This has been recently 
stated article entitled, “For Beautiful, Joyful, Con- 
vincing Cinematic Works,” which appeared Kino 
(Prague), February 1952. The author, Jiri Sila, mem- 
ber the collective directing production art films (who 
1942 wrote eulogy Reinhard wrote: 


First all, qualified director should consider 
only the question: the theme artistic not? feel 
there talent the production, then its good in- 
tentions make difference. Only there talent 
consider its ideological value. But never can forget 
that our socialist institutions are fighting for freedom 
and giving freedom. rid society class rule our 
fundamental purpose. have right express what 
think and feel, have right act think best: 
that freedom and such conditions characterize 
every class society. 

“Creative work flourishes only atmosphere 
freedom such now enjoy here where the artist can 
freely express his work his innermost ideas, his most 
intimate feelings. reveal the subtle and elusive 
must not suffer any coercion. must able ex- 
press what the soul every human being which 
that human being himself would and cannot express. 
produce films along these lines, then this atmos- 
phere works will born that are beautiful, joyful 
works, deeply touching and convincing works, kind 
demanded from the resolution the Central Com- 
mittee our Party—works high ideological value 
and simultaneously great artistic merit. 


Prewar Czech films were generally concerned with enter- 
tainment alone. With the rise Hitler and the increasing 
power Nazi Germany, Czechoslovak movie makers pro- 
duced series strongly pro-democratic films. After the 
war, and until 1948, films produced were chiefly historical 
with Socialist slant, but after 1948, when the Communist 
government’s policy became violently anti-West, they began 
production anti-American films. Simultaneously, 
duction short films began whose purpose was 
date people who contemplated flight the West. 


Into the Minds Babes” 


The anti-West policy has even been applied children’s 
movies. broadcast over Radio Prague, October 
1952, the Communists said: 


“The new Czechoslovak film, The Proud Princess, had 
its premiere this week the artists struck the right 
note using fairy tale because they were making 
film for children. They needn’t ashamed because 
fairy tales are rich wisdom and poesy and beauty. 
Tales mean something for education. And must rid 
ourselves those cynical days capitalist rule. Remem- 
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ber those cruel bloodsucking times? Even fairy tales 
were cynical then. Was possible then film national 
tales when private firms fought over profits? so, with 
regard profits only. Profit was the ideal common 
all company sharks irrespective their names, and 
regardless whether the companies were American 
Vatican owned. Those were times when children and 
grown-ups alike were objects capitalist speculation.” 


“History Merciless Judge” 


The Communists have also used the film pay off their 
old political enemies, Radio Prague September re- 
ported 


“Documentary films are always very effective there- 
fore, not miss the short documentary, The Munich 
Crowd which reveals the roots the real traitors. 
Munich now thing the past but well not 
forget it, delve deeper into the shimmering surface 
the phraseology with which the Munich crowd tried 
hide its real 

“This brief documentary recalls the bitter days 
the fall 1938. But its greatest merit that does 
not show only the notoriously criminal types such 
Chamberlain, Hitler, Daladier and Mussolini, not only 

Neurath, Frank and company, but shows 
light those who for long years were preparing for 
Munich, who for years betrayed their own people. The 
shows the true faces Dr. Benes and his cronies, 
Ripka, Stransky, and all the others. The iron 
facts convicts Benes cynically betraying the 
Constitution the Republic for which had 
solemnly taken his oath. The subsequent effort this 
traitor and his crowd hide their infamous past behind 

“Today, long after 1938, can see plainly the hand 
they dealt themselves. History merciless judge. 


Czechoslovak film workers met their third annual con- 
vention late September Prague, where they discussed 


the plan for 1953 and the outlook for 1954. films had 


been proposed for discussion the collective management 
the Studio for Artistic Films, which had already 
been approved the Film Council. The approved films 
[Literarni Novini (Prague), October 11, 1952]: 


John Huss—beginning film trilogy depicting 
the last part John Huss’s life and his death. 

“2. Warning—a history the struggle for the Stalin 
Works against foreign enemies and traitors home. [The 
Stalin Works northwestern Bohemia are one the 
largest synthetic gasoline producing plants Europe. 
was built during the war the Germans, taken 
war booty the Soviets, and returned Stalin 
‘gift the people 

“3. They Emerge from the Darkness—deals with the 
disrupting activities the kulaks and their detection. 
The author was inspired the recent trials the vil- 
lage rich. 

“4. historical film dealing with the people 
who lived the Bavarian border Bohemia the 
18th Century and who formed the first resistance the 
German invasions. Psohlavci means dog-heads and the 
name comes from the dog-head insignia their 
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“5. The Shoe Machine—a film about working condi- 
tions the Bata Factories. [The prewar book from 
which the scenario was adapted was banned libelous 
the First Republic.] 

“6. The Secret Blood—the life story Dr. Jansky, 
discoverer blood types. [Dr. Landsteiner, American, 
also credited with the discovery blood typing and 
was awarded the 1930 Nobel Prize for his discovery.] 

Music from Mars—a story the difficulties or- 
ganizing factory orchestra. 

“8. Jestrab Versus Hrdlicka—[based novelette 
published 1876, family memoir describing society 
which died because could not survive practical 

“9. Moon Over the play published 
1915 dealing with the erotic love experiences young 
people.] 

“10. film version story called 
Brother Jacques, which deals with people who are vag- 
rants, tramps, hobos, and others outside the law.]” 


the same convention, Jiri Sila spoke about the dispro- 
portion between historical and contemporary themes the 
Plan [Literarni Novini (Prague), October 11, 1952]. “Our 
authors regard historical themes lighter and easier. 
absolutely vital pay more attention films dealing 
with present day topics.” Sila also emphasized that the 
main ideological blow must delivered against the main 
enemy and that the film, Kidnapped, Kadar and Klos, 
set fine example “themes which depict the enemies 
abroad and home, films which lay bare the old ideals 
already dying the hearts the people.” Kidnapped 
film described its makers dealing with the 
gangster kidnapping our [Czech] citizens air West- 
ern Germany. The clash between peoples armored 
Socialism and supermen representing dollar morality [Kino 
(Prague), February, (See picture next page.) 


The number moving picture theaters has steadily in- 
creased. figures are available for the Czech provinces, 
but Slovakia the number motion picture houses rose 
from 358 1948 781 1952. December 31, 1950, 
the total number theaters Czechoslovakia was 3,335 
and that figure has probably been substantially increased 
since then. 


Attendance moving pictures “encouraged” and often 
fact compulsory. For example, the Chinese film Resist 
America, Help Korea has been shown since the end Sep- 
tember 1952. All Communist Party secretariats and all 
Party plant organizations have been selling tickets since mid- 
September. The majority larger plants simply deduct 
admission price from wages. The average price movie 
ticket 15-20 crowns (30-40 cents) but this occasion 
35-40 crowns (70-80 cents) were deducted. The differ- 
ence was sent the “Aid Korea Fund.” Married employees 
were required take two tickets. 


typical week’s movie fare Prague was taken from 
October 5-12 this year random sample. the total 
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From Kino (Prague), February, 1952. This picture shows the filming the movie, Kidnapped. See text previous page. 


number films showing, were Czech, Soviet, 
French, German, Korean, Chinese, Bulgarian, 
Polish, and Hungarian. 


Romania 


Romania, the cinema controlled Committee 
for Cinematography headed university professor, Nico- 
las Bellu. meeting this committee held February 
and this year, was announced that the movie in- 
dustry the Romanian People’s Republic progressing 
rapidly and that under the regime the People’s Democ- 
racy the “first” motion picture studios were built with the 
help the Party and the Government. This could not 
have been achieved without “the magnanimous help the 
Soviet Union’s advisors, raw materials and technical in- 
struments” which assure regular production films” 
(Scanteia Tineretului, February 15, 1952). 

Before the Communists came power Romania, the 
Soviets had succeeded, through their domination the 
Allied Control Commission, banning most Western 
movies. exchange, the movie market was flooded with 
Soviet films. 

the basis the Trade Agreement, 
signed Moscow May 1945, com- 


pany was formed. Through this company, movies made 
the USSR and the People’s Democracies were distributed 
and Western films banned. was dissolved 
July 20, 1952 and its functions taken over the Commit- 
tee for Cinematography.) June 1948, the motion picture 
industry, together with all major industries Romania, 
was nationalized. The government controls not only the 
production pictures but also owns the theaters through- 
out the country. 

prewar Romania, few movies were made and those 
that were made were unpopular. Postwar Romanian films 
had toe the Marxist line and new actors’ “cadres” were 
therefore necessary. professional school was organized 
Bucharest called the Institute for Cinematography. 
has three sections, for producers, for actors, and for mov- 
ing picture technicians. Its course curriculum takes from 
four five years. Other professional and technical schools 
for cinematography were set the major cities 
mania and school for technicians was established 
Craiova. 

Some studios were created the Committee for Arts 
and the Committee for Cinematography, under the 
Ministers, which two are important: the “Bucharest” 
studio for “full length artistic films” and the 
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Notara” studio for the theater. Teachers are selected from 
among old actors who have adapted themselves Com- 
munism, and there are also professors from the USSR. 


Future Cadres 


Scanteia, May 11, 1952, published article signed 
Maria Nicoara, member the Institute for Cinematog- 
raphy, which she states that “besides the usual technical 
courses, there are also courses the principles Marxist- 
Leninist aesthetics.” There are also courses Russian and 
political indoctrination. Alexandru Mladea, third year 
student the Institute, writes article Scanteia 
Tineretului, March 1952, titled, “The Future Cadres 
Cinematography” which explains, among other things, 
how prepared for his examinations. First studied 
article written Stalin 1930, Dizziness Produced 
Successes,” then the Party Resolution March 3-5, 1949, 
“the Party’s duties strengthen the alliance between 
working class and peasants and the socialist transformation 
agriculture.” also saw the Soviet film, The Woman 
Representative [Member Parliament], “so that could 
better understand how much this woman loved her col- 
lective farm and how she developed her organizing quali- 
ties becoming Representative.” the movie, “she un- 
masks the left-wing deviation district Party organizer.” 

order avoid production pictures that are con- 
trary the Party line, the following censorship procedure 
force: scenario writers have obtain approval the 
Committee Arts. the scenario approved, the Com- 
mittee for Cinematography submits for production 
one the major studios, which turn selects director 
and actors. 

Romanian movies now produced have had mixed re- 
sponse even from Communist critics. Universul (Bucha- 
rest), March 12, writes: the rich content and artistic 
form our movies are progressing, inspired our people’s 
life, our people who build peaceful and bright future, 
and [our films] are enthusiastically received not only our 
people, but also audiences But the literary 
monthly, Viata Romaneasca, no. March 1952, severely 
criticized the movies produced, stressing that they were 

good only when the producers attempted express the 
specific national traits the villages, for then the 
film close the heart and soul the audience. The 
characters, the music, the costumes and language, the cus- 
toms, are all specifically national. 

the same issue Viata Romaneasca, Geo Bogza 
writes about new movie, Rasuna Valea (It Was Heard 
All Over the Valley): the framework the con- 

flict, the deeds the class enemy sometimes seem unjusti- 
The good, positive heroes are weakly drawn. 
The villains are often ridiculous caricatures and look like 
miserable clowns. Concerning the movie, Viata In- 
vinge (Life Triumphs), “The picture points out the dan- 
ger cosmopolitanism, which works against the interests 
common people and scientists alike but the principal 
deficiency the movie that does not picture the 
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efforts workers and technicians and the help they give 
our Finally, about Sat Noi (In Our 
Village), the Communists have not been cleverly 
portrayed. They lack humanity. They seem moti- 
vated some inner force and speak slogans. The deeply 
human character traits Communists have again not been 
clearly depicted and this very serious problem for our 
producers.” 

There are moving picture theaters Bucharest, 
which are open air. the rest the country there are 
1608 theaters, according Romania Libera 
May 18, 1952. Villages see “movie caravans” which bring 
them films, mostly news-reels and documentaries, and only 
occasionally full length features. These are shown town 
halls, school auditoriums, etc. 


Poland 


Wlodzimierz Sokorski, Vice-Minister Culture and 
Art, commenting new Polish films the May 1952 
issue Nowe Drogy, cites some statistical data: 


Poland] Films are seen 124 million persons an- 
nually; each film seen approximately millions, 
and each Polish film some million people. 

“The growth our cinema network has not kept pace 
with community needs. There are 700 cinemas towns, 
1,100 the country and 200 mobile units all; this is, 
however, only the beginning. 

“Our achievements this respect are unques- 
tionably considerable. Our goal, permanent 
cinema building every being slowly 
realized simultaneous with the rural electrification pro- 
gram. 

“In 1949, Polish film industries produced films. The 
years 1950-1951 have been much better, with average 
films per year. The conference the Council 
State, held March 15-16, 1952, which the Secretary 
the Central Executive Committee the Polish 
United Worker’s Party, Comrade Edward Ochab, was 
present, adopted resolution double the number 
films The realization our Six-Year Plan 
should permit produce films yearly.” 


Sokorski here discussing only feature films. Besides 
these, Poland produces short documentaries, educational 
films, special features for children, and so-called film- 
gazette, weekly review major events Poland and the 
rest the world. 

the problems contemporary feature films, Sokorski 
comments further: 


“Two separate periods may distinguished the de- 
velopment Polish cinematography. late 1949, there 
was still manifest our film the false rightist tenden- 
cies our Party, lack understanding the struggles 
build socialism our country and inability realize 
the leading role the working classes the fight for 
social and national liberation. doubt the Polish film 
was born the heat revolution, though failed 
sense its socialist character. Film producers with all their 
honest and sincere condemnation Fascism all its 
forms have not yet grasped the leading role our Party, 
have not yet quite understood their own role the 


great reconstruction the country. 1948, particu- 
lar, when ‘Gomulka-ism’ [referring Gomulka’s 
‘deviation’ from the party line] reached its peak, the 
films produced were based essentially erroneous 
ideological thesis and interpretation 
the occupation period along the lines [the 
Polish Underground Army, major foe the Com- 
munist regime] and unconsciously confused basic dif- 
ferences that existed between the struggles for national 
liberation the Polish Party, People’s Guard, 
and People’s Army, and the treacherous, anti-national 
policy the Polish Underground Army. 

“Very successful, but the only one its kind, was 
attempt new type comedy The Treasure. 
Produced the climate new People’s Poland, satir- 
ically sharp, well-constructed, the film successfully at- 
tempts define new ‘positive hero’ type and under- 
standably stress the role the working class the 
reconstruction Warsaw. Also, presents new 
cialist code morality. 

“The Party pronounced severe judgment this par- 
ticular period film production, demanding that so- 
cialist realism and truth recognized basic postulates 
socialist film. Polish movie should express the 
significance our architectural constructions, our 
struggles complete the Six-Year Plan, our striving for 
peace and socialism, our fight for New 
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The problem nonfulfillment the film industry’s 
“duty” was posed more drastically Edward Ochab, who 
welcoming the conference was also able prescribe the 
remedy for the ills the Polish film industry. advised 
the movie makers (Nowa Kultura, March 30, 1952): 


“Only profound and daily contact with the fighting 
working class, can give birth the heart the artist 
and creator the flame class love and class hatred, 
the flame even more ardent love the people 
and deep hatred the imperialists and genocides. 
creatively exploiting Soviet examples, you must show 
the beauty and pathos the battle for socialist progress 
our industry and agriculture. Show how the néw man 

growing People’s Poland, the conscious creator and 
faithful soldier the liberated people. Expose the 
criminal face British-U.S. imperialism and its agen- 
cies. Deepen the masses hatred and contempt 
the imperialist aggressors, barbarians, exploiters, geno- 
cides, monstrous organizers bacteriological warfare, 
enemies man and mankind. 

“Considering the causes errors and shortcomings 

Polish motion pictures, have reached the conclusion 
that the main source our weakness was too super- 
ficial knowledge life and the laws governing the devel- 
opment nation, the too loose relations between man- 
agement and collective groups producers one side 
and the other hand, the daily striving and heroic 
class struggle the proletariat, and particularly the 
life and struggle the Party that the vanguard 

the Polish nation.” 


Inadequacies and Problems 


During the conference other causes deficiencies the 
Polish film industry were disclosed (Nowa Kultura, March 


30). “Scanty production” and “inadequate technical base” 
were criticized, and Nowa Kultura, June the problem 
young cadres was attacked Czeslaw Petelski: 


was alarming that the situation the State 
School Cinematography was calamitous; young cadres 
found themselves blind alley deprived the 
possibility progress because improper program 
lectures, shortage lecturers inadequate tech- 
nical equipment and lack film workshop which 
students could practical exercises. say today 
that our motion picture industry was technically primi- 
tive, then the case the Film School, backwardness 
was twice bad. The consequences were the elimi- 
nation practical possibilities for training cadres 
making feature pictures. Without workshop, the stu- 
dents were concerned almost exclusively with production 
documentary and educational films, dealing primarily 
with landscapes. 

the matter pedagogical cadres also awaits 
solution. These cadres are inadequate playwrit- 
ing, decoration and acting. Students are unable 
pursue their senior studies the present situation, 
much less graduate work, and consequently they re- 
main ‘perpetual assistants’ studios.” 


Sins the Documentary 


Writing the subject the documentary film Nowa 
Kultura, July 23, 1950, Zbigniew Olaniecki and Andrzej 
Man stated: 


“Every documentary must prove certain theses, and 
these turn must have their origin concrete social 
reality. The movie functions with materials derived from 
reality. demonstrates and interprets and may 
operate the only possible basis: the Marxist, creative 
method thought film should reveal the causes 
human activities and the instrumentalities that bring 
forth events. Generally, documentary does not merely 
answer the question ‘why’; must also provide an- 
swer the fuller questions: ‘why, where to, and 
what direction?’ 

properly conceived documentary serves the great 
social transformations through Marxist interpretation 
reality. one the fragments the ideological 
superstructure (now the stage being revolution- 
ized), the film must adapt itself economic changes, 
sometimes even precede those changes, foresee them and 
direct them.” 


One these authors, Zbigniew Olaniecki, Nowa Kul- 
tura, May 11, 1952, discusses the seven cardinal sins the 


Lack militant spirit: 

“Every documentary should have clearly conceived 
political thesis which the essence the film, the 
scenario and its realization, should subordinated. 
Only making documentary part our class strug- 
gle are able give this form cinematography 
new and wider means for growth.” 


Artificial polish: 


“One should pay careful attention present tenden- 
cies toward sentimentality and the ‘sweetening reality’ 
The Victorious Road, for example, members 
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local cooperative farm sing the way harvesting. 
believe that they did indeed sing. However, know 
that the singing did not come from nowhere; was One documentary was found quite satisfactory and de- 
result hard work. The film does not explain that. void the usual faults. was called Korea and was pro- 
This presents practical example very artificial polish. duced Wytwornia Filmow Dokumentarnych. review- 
ing it, Trybuna Ludu September 1950, wrote: 
splendid montage documentary photos, well 
tendency permeate the film with undesirable spoken commentary, authentic pictures, drawings and 
political, technical and artistic facets classical ex- maps form this magnificent presentation the Korean 
ample this spirit. making propaganda nation’s fight for freedom. The film convinces the 
issue the campaign purchase corn, the poster true picture the story and Polish cinematography may 
Bread Fatherland almost became full weekly film well proud such achievement. 
review. contained mass pictures representing globe rotates the screen. see it, one 
arrival dental service cars, trucks contact units, after the other, various countries. Cleverly enclosed 
building new house, and even studies peasant chil- the geographical borders these countries, see 
dren the universities. All this hundreds meters fragments their life. the Soviet Union and the 
old photos.” other People’s Democracies, peaceful work goes on, en- 
thusiastic and fervent. the other hemisphere, bent 
Schematism: over maps, the imperialists plan new aggression. Sud- 
tendency introduce into the film the maximum denly they spot Korea. 
number problems, thus destroying the film’s natural “In necessarily brief resumé the film presents the 
composition containing everything, but nothing history and landscape Korea, her suffering under 
enough impressive. Schematic composition long Japanese oppression, and her liberation the 
particularly dangerous. decreases the value Soviet Armies. After morbid pictures terror and fear, 
picture particularly often confusing that which poverty and suffering, suddenly there appear the 
typical (theoretical knowledge the methods so- screen smiling Korean faces, who after many years 
realism) with that which commonly experienced struggle begin construct happy life their liber- 
(practical improper realization Hence ated country, under the leadership 
the similarity, even identity, shockworker’s types pre- “Happy and smiling, Korean youths march 
sented. They are shockworkers only and there their 
function ends. “And suddenly? There appears before these marching 
“Another arid and routine schematism exists. ap- young Koreans obstacle, white barrier, the 38th 
pears the artist’s attitude the subject which causes Parallel. introduces the next picture, map Korea 
drying his artistic inspiration, mummification broken two, showing such different lives each part 
the expressive techniques the documentary and leads the country. Smiling faces North Koreans and the 
the solemnization (how false indeed!) South Koreans held terror American imperialists. 
the subject itself.” Beyond the white barrier see freedom and creative 
work; below terror and the cruel regime Syngman 
Fragmentary treatment: Rhee and the footmen American colonialism. This 
documentary has the right epical and there- contrast illustrated skillfully symbolic figure 
fore epical films must produced. film 300 Korea whose lower part tightly bound with ropes 
600 meter length must necessarily have narrow scope. but whose hands remain free. 
That does not mean, however, that must express only “Meantime the imperialists prepare for attack. full 
minor, fragmentary matters, divide the broad land- picture these preparations presented rapid 
cal scape reality into the limited frames mere re- montage. Ordered Washington attack, Syngman 
portage. This right create screen epic still Rhee’s troops cross the 38th Parallel. They encounter 
es, taken advantage of. the determined opposition the whole North Korean 
nation, ready defend its freedom. The People’s 
Remodelling: Armies push back the enemy and then advance rapidly. 
Kul- “Remodelling ready made material not itself The arrows their victorious march cut across the ropes 
the harmful. One must only remember two things par- binding the South. The symbolic figure Korea 
that the material still novel the spectator thus presented most clearly and eloquently. 
(ie. either unknown him meaningful that “Simultaneously, all over the world, the movement 
worth repeating) and that the film produced retains the peaceloving peoples grows. Their slogan, Hands off 
its educational qualities. Korea, inscribed peace flags demonstrations, unites 
the all progressive mankind common front against the 
ed. Inability arouse discussion: imperialist aggressors. the screen see pictures 
ug- “The seventh sin different nature. many countries, inscriptions various languages, all 
sin: our silence, our silence. The problem calling for fight for peace. The people’s masses stand 
the documentary’s development, matter essential against the American invasion Korean soil, de- 
our social and ideological life (if one takes into con- mand peace, and look with confidence the Soviet 
the universal character this art) sur- Union and the great, leader world peace, ingenious 
rounded silence, harmful any progress and other- Stalin. 
wise alien our life.” “Stalin’s portrait the finale the film, thus ending 


its political contents with firm, decisive accent.” 


Films for Children 


the battle for men’s minds, the battle for the children 
who will become men first importance. The Com- 
munists have always directed their propaganda youth, 
but they are making new efforts for the child’s mind 
through the medium the moving picture. Trybuna Ludu 
(Warsaw), March 28, 1952, discusses the problems chil- 
dren’s films. 


“One should not forget, considering various art 
forms which influence the masses, that the people are 
not abstraction. They represent individuals with 
lesser greater consciousness personal, political and 
social mission. The direction the child’s progress, the 
basis his future viewpoint, his ideological ‘baggage,’ 
his artistic senses and class consciousness depend 
his upbringing. These potentialities with which the 
child enters into life must enrich the future the 
nation building socialism. grown may in- 
fluenced equally his intellect and his imagination, 
but child influenced almost exclusively his highly 
sensitive imagination. Hence the role artistic creative- 
ness the field child education appears have 
much greater 

“There place the children’s community for 
class struggle, though struggle for the child’s soul 
must necessarily constitute the bitterest and most 
cult part the entire problem when one considers the 
power the enemy’s weapons for confusing and fooling 
the child’s mind. should not forget that the child 
often remains under the persistent influence reac- 
tionary atmosphere, frequently that his own family. 
School, educators, and various youth organizations must 
make great effort counteract this influence and 
doing must use those most important means forming 
the child’s consciousness: literature and cinema. all 
media persuasion and education, the movie speaks 
the child’s imagination most forcefully, combining 
appeals the eye and ear, confronting him with the 
irresistible fantasy movement and change 
highly suggestive ‘little spectator.’ Furthermore, 
because the possibilities for convenient production 
and distribution films, their powerful education role 
becomes still more striking and significant.” 


The Central Bureau 


The decree December 15, 1951 (official Journal 
Laws, December 29, 1951), formed the Central Bureau 
Cinematography the highest organ the Polish film, 
under the jurisdiction the Premier. Its task “to sup- 
port cinematography independent original expression 
artistic creativeness and medium for the universal 
distribution culture, education and art, and edu- 
cation.” The Central Bureau establishes the basis for the 
development the film industry, directs its program 
activities, controls its technical and organizational aspects, 
and manages the education film industry personnel. 
directs and controls the activities all plants and produc- 
tion centers engaged cinematography, takes interest 
film production and distribution, well production 


film and photographic papers, cinematographic instru- 
ments, and the erection film studios. controls artistic 
creativity, both literary and scientific. The Chairman 
the Central Bureau appointed the Premier. The 
Chairman has two advisory bodies: Program Council and 
Technical Council. 

All persons institutions not directly subject the 
Central Bureau must register any apparatus for taking 
showing films. Only those persons who have obtained per- 
mission from the Central Bureau may service the apparatus 
for showing films. Technical personnel (cinema operators) 
also undergo special professional preparation courses. This 
course was organized Gdansk under ruling 1951 
(Dziennik Baltycki October 27, 1951). This de- 
cree provides one year prison sentence fine for people 
who, against regulations: establish and direct studios for 
film production designed for public showing; establish and 
direct cinema theaters publicly show films; sell, pur- 
chase, lease Polish films Poland and abroad; and sell, 
purchase lease foreign films Poland. the event 
violation, the courts, behalf the Polish Treasury, may 
take possession cinematographic instruments belonging 
violators. 


Bulgaria 

The beginning the postwar period Bulgaria found 
Soviet films poorly attended and American films the vogue. 
Gradually, however, the Bulgarian Communists completely 
banned the projecting either American West Euro- 
pean pictures. discussion the Soviet film Bul- 
garia, Trud (Sofia), September 23, 1952, gave the follow- 
ing information: 

“The Soviet film, shown throughout our Fatherland 
today, made its first gains Bulgaria 1934. The first 
magnificent Soviet films the silent period, Eisen- 
stein’s Potemkin and Mother, from the novel 
Maxim Gorki, were prohibited from entering the 
country bourgeois governments. Until 1934 the aver- 
age Bulgarian moviegoer knew nothing about this new 
grandiose film production born the studios the 
Soviet Union. The Bulgarian public was being poisoned 
with American gangster films with decayed German 
other comedies. The heroes such pictures who 
were supposed educate our youth were murderers, 
prostitutes, bankers, drunkards, smugglers, counts, kings 

“And then, when our public was satiated the first 
Soviet sound picture appeared Bulgaria followed 
other Soviet films which surpassed the first every 


Today, films shown Bulgaria are mainly from the 
Soviet Union, with some few others from the Satellite 
countries. Otechestven Front (Sofia), October 14, 1951, 
writes this context: 


“The laboring people Bulgaria have received enor- 
mous help from the brotherly Soviet Union for the 
building our economy and culture. have the 
unlimited use the great educational power Soviet 
films. This gives the opportunity get rid all 
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Hollywood movies, and liquidate imperialist propaganda 
and the pernicious influence bourgeois culture. 
Today, every new Soviet film cultural event our 
nation. ... 

“Our own young cinema writers must study and adopt 
more profoundly the skill Soviet movie writers, pro- 
ducers, stars, film operators, etc. Learning from their 
experience, Bulgarian cinema will succeed fulfilling 
the cultural-educational tasks which the Party and the 
Government have entrusted it.” 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), February 22, 1952 dis- 


cussed the general situation Bulgarian cinema. 


“In the last few years, the number moving picture 
theaters has considerably increased. During 1944, there 
were 213 cinemas; the end 1951, 1045. Recently 
mobile picture units have become very popular while 
prior September, 1944, there were none. present, 
124 mobile movies travel which can even penetrate the 
remotest parts the Rodopa Mountains.” 


The same newspaper, however, criticizes the Bulgarian 


film industry. 


“Can say that all the possibilities for devolopment 
have been used our film industry and that has been 
fundamentally reconstructed? This cannot yet 
The Commission charge scenario the 
Committee the Film Industry responsible for the 
lack well-written scenarios. has failed secure 
the assistance more writers producing literary 
Recently, the quality newsreels and 
documentaries ‘has declined. Weekly newsreels are failing 
popularize sufficiently the successes building social- 
There are serious weaknesses the work 
popular ‘scientific films our film industry workers 
should not only become adept cinematographic art, 
but simultaneously, they should also master the great 


former Sofia resident who recently escaped reports: 


“Bulgaria today suffers from monotonous showing 
technically and literarily poor Soviet films whose one 
aim Communist propaganda. The main topics 
Soviet movies are: life and competition the kolk- 
hozes, the history socialism, and the fight for 
Communism. 1951, films about kolkhoz life were 
predominant. the films remember seeing, 
were about collectivized agriculture. Category two films 
are classified ‘cultural’ and usually depict the lives the 
early Bolshevik leaders. The third category becoming 
more popular since the ‘Fight for Freedom’ campaigns 
were intensified countries behind the Iron Curtain. 
These films not only show the struggle the Red Army 
against the German invaders, but also depict the fight 
the various national Communist Parties Western 
countries such France and Italy. 1951, least 
three old films were shown Sofia movie houses the 
Spanish Civil War, topic great popularity with 
Soviet cinema makers.” 


Hungary 


Prior World War Hungarian film production made 
considerable progress. 1937, films were produced 


Cultural 


and 1941, 200 full-length Hungarian films were pre- 
sented Budapest. During the war, however, Hungarian 
film making equipment was seriously damaged and between 
1945 and 1947 only four full-length films were made. 

Before the war, Hungarian moving picture houses showed 
French and American films chiefly, and immediately after, 
before full Communist control, the distribution films 
according origin was: 100 American, 100 Soviet, 
British, French, and Danish and Swedish (Magyar- 
orszag, Statistical Yearbook, Hungaria Lloyd, 1948). Since 
mid-1947, however, the country has gradually been flooded 
Soviet films and the majority Hungarian films now 
produced are devoted anti-Western propaganda. 
March, 1952, percent the films played first-run 
theaters and percent these second-run theaters 
were films Soviet origin (Magyar Nemzet, March 30, 
1952). 

Audiences are growing and factory workmen, office em- 
ployees and school children are frequently taken films 
organized groups. Subsequently, they are required 
attend Party seminars where discussions the films take 
place, and school children are required write exercises 
what they have seen. According the Five Year Plan 
Report, some 20,800,000 persons attended moving picture 
performances the first quarter 1952. This was in- 
crease percent over the same period the preceding 
year (Radio Budapest, April 21, 1952). 

Only once have the Hungarians had the opportunity 
express their opinion Soviet films and then only indi- 
rectly. the summer 1951, the regime called movie 
fans vote for the films shown the month 
August. Out films, five were selected: The Bicycle 
Thief, Trubadur, The Trap, Millionaire Love, and 
Magnas Miska. The first two are Italian, the third and 
fourth Czechoslovak, and the fifth Hungarian (Kis Ujsag, 
July 31, 1951). None the films selected was Soviet and 
none dealt with Marxist-Leninist themes. However, the 
government soon saw the political implications the voting 
and few days announced that Soviet films had also 
been chosen large percentages. 


“Young Eagles” 


review the Budapest daily, Magyar Nemzet, August 
1952, very typical. concerns the North Korean 
film, Young Eagles, and set October 1950. The mother 
the leader the Communist Pioneer movement killed 
“henchmen the Americans” before her son’s eyes. 
The bey calls his friends together and Hanchon, 
the young eagles begin their resistance.” helpless anger, 
the American commander has the dependents the Com- 
munists arrested. revenge, the young eagles attack the 
traitor, Khan, and strangle him. his corpse they pin 
note: “This shall the fate every traitor!” The 
Americans, frenzy, decide execute the Communist 
dependents. The review then continues: 


“The confusion and flurry the American officers 
and their role instigators are particularly striking fea- 
tures the film. Even the followers Syngman Rhee 
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dare murder only when distinctly ordered 
the American officer. Behind all the crimes, murders, 
tortures and atrocities, can always see the real enemy: 
the American imperialists who give the orders. 

“When, after the performance, step out into the 
bright and noisy Lenin Boulevard, must stop for 
moment. must think the city Hanchon, the 
war-ravaged boulevards Pyongyang. This film teaches 
hate the enemy even more fervently. teaches 
love our Fatherland even more passionately and 
with greater self-sacrifice. teaches fight even 
more prevent the imperialists from ventur- 
ing repeat our country what they have done 
Korea, part which was revealed this Korean 
film.” 


Truth” 


The September issue the literary weekly, 
Ujsag, carried news new technical advances made 
the Budapest three-dimensional movie; thus, even space 
must work for socialism. 


“At present three processes making 
sional films are known throughout the world. One 
the invention Soviet film engineer, Ivanov. The ad- 
vantage this method that effect 
gained without using light filter. The second 
method the one invented the Englishman Spottis- 
woods, and presented the London Exhibition. This 
method complicated and expensive that even the 
inventor himself doubts whether can ever used 
successfully. The third and most recent invention 
the Hungarian Bodrossy’s. The excellence and sim- 


plicity his method that uses only single film 
band where Spottiswood’s method requires six film 
bands. Thus, there need manufacture new 
cameras fixing special device before the lens 
any movie camera, possible take three dimen- 
sional motion pictures regular film band. 

“The three-dimensional confronts the scenarist with 
number new problems. course, too must 
select subjects which give socialist-realistic interpreta- 
tion our present life, taking care not fall into the 
clumsy error seeking achieve plastic effects all 
possible means—a mistake characteristic formal- 
ism—but should resort the weapon space demon- 
strate truth. Namely, the three-dimensional film, its 
very nature, exposes untruths.” 


Even Communist diversions are filled with political pur- 
pose. The cinema, more than any other form art 
entertainment, used for mass political indoctrination, and 
the film industry has become part the governmental 
propaganda machinery. But art not easy harness even 
film and celluloid ideology Stalinism difficult, not 
impossible, project government order. The great 
names the individual geniuses—Kulishev, Trauberg, 
Pudovkin, gained international reputa- 
tions the cinema have disappeared from the screen be- 
hind the Curtain and new names have come forward 
take their places. Nor have any new films been forth- 
coming comparable their productions able compete 


either quantity quality with the films the free 


world.” 
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Special Feature 


The Word Also Weapon 


liberation Czechoslovakia, commemorative book 

poetry was published Prague May, 1952. 
The book was titled Slovo Zbran (The World Also 
Weapon) and contained poems written Czecho- 
slovak soldiers. The volume was published the Army 
Press (Nase Vojsko) and the preface was written the 
Deputy Minister National Defense, General Cenek 
Hruska. The book interesting and revealing collection 
and the poems give insight into the type and extent 
Communist military indoctrination. The preface and 
sampling the soldiers’ poems follow: 


THE occasion the seventh anniversary the 


“This collection poems written our soldiers them- 
selves proves the growth political and cultural con- 
sciousness our Army. this volume, our soldiers 
salute first all the Soviet Union, the Soviet Army, and 
the great military leader, Comrade Stalin. And rightly 
so. Without the Soviet Union, the Red Army, and 
Stalin’s ingenious leadership, would not free. Some 
Hitlerite Fascist governor would plundering our coun- 
try and torturing our working people. Therefore, 
only just that the first poems this collection express 
their admiration and gratitude the great Soviet Union, 
its heroic Army and the leader the democratic 
camp, Stalin. 

“The second part this collection dedicated our 
working people. This, too, quite proper. whom 
does our Army belong and whom does serve? Our 
working class alone. this section the poems are pri- 
marily about the oath and our loyalty our President 
and Commander-in-Chief, Klement Gottwald. These 
poems stress the Socialist patriotism our soldier, who 
ready any time fight for our country, 
danger, obedient the orders his Commander-in- 
Chief. Just from these soldiers’ poems emanate love 
native country, the working class, and the Communist 


country, which cannot stopped its road 
Socialism. Note, for example, the poem called Draftee’s 
Letter; listen the beautiful rhythm: 

‘So that village the wood clad hills, 

More beloved than anything the world, 

Saboteurs may longer play havoc, 

that Babice* will not repeated, 

will stand guard and never will betray.’ 

“Yes, this declaration love our native land, 
and patriotic pledge never betray it. The soldiers 
their poetry tell that they know why they must serve, why 
they must defend our plants and fields, why they must 
learn shoot straight. 

“It beautiful the way the poems express love chil- 
dren. evident that our soldiers think about the con- 
tented sleep children, about their play which must 
not disturbed. The soldier guards their respose with 
his rifle the ready, they may live peace and never 
endure cowardly attack, have the children Korea. 
apparent that our soldier thinks and acts nobly, and 
that aware that him keep our children 
living contentedly, peacefully, and happily. 

“The poems peace bear witness that our soldiers’ 
conception peace not pacifistic. They know only too 
well that peace has won from the imperialists, not 
begged for. This, too, quite proper and must said 
that not only our soldiers, but all our workers well, 
realize that peace not gift from heaven. Peace must 
energetically fought for every day. Only that way 
can preserved. 


“Soldiers, you are the right road! 


“Naturally, our soldier differs from the soldier 
bourgeois army. Our correct political and cultural educa- 
tion beginning bear fruit and changing our soldier 
politically and culturally mature defender our 
People’s Democratic country.” 


Party, the everyday thoughts our soldier—the *In Babice, Moravian village, during the summer 1951, 
soldier new army, army workers and peasants. three Communist functionaries were shot death and one severely 


wounded farmers who refused join uniform agricultural 
new patriotism echoes from these poems, deep love 
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Song Joy and Strength 
Jaromir Nohavica 


our hearts the echo lives, 

forget you, Soviet heroes. 
Six years ago lined the streets 
When you went home again. 


simple grave sides think 
those who proudly went war. 
Often commune with them, telling 


what have done, what became us. 


Six years have flown by, 

Each bringing its new spring 

cover the land with sweet scented flowers 
Beautifying the earth, and even man. 


stand the border with rifle, 
And see smoking chimneys below, 
Struggling strongly against time. 


But the West, the West hates us. 

The bosses live mortal fear 

That all the countries they are drowning; 
Will rise and stop once and for all. 


masters, how wild your raving, 
You, with your bloodied hands. 
Though you have atoms— 

Our weapons are better still: 


Love for our beloved country— 

And our people, which will never fail, 
For the morrow that will realize 

The work and the prayer today. 


Trust those who are never forgotten 

firmly believe Stalin! 

The Soviet Union believes us! 


Draftee’s Letter 
Sichinger 


love letter, that’s nothing new— 
Rookies often sing love. 

For you, little one, write this letter. 
About happiness and love shall speak. 


When stand guard all alone 

caress rifle, thinking your hair, 
Above all because love, 

will alert and never will betray. 


that your lathe spins merrily 
And saboteurs spoil your work 
will guard the border 

will guard country here! 


that village the wood clad hills, 


More beloved than anything the world, 


Saboteurs may longer play havoc, 
that Babice will not repeated, 
will stand guard and never will betray. 


Rifle Practice 
Vlastimil Muller 


Comrades, 

Before march today 

knife wound, straight. 


want speak 
few words only 

Before the command 
Makes the rifles thunder. 


Shoot the name the people! 
the name the new 
Imagine the target those who 
Drive the world into the abyss. 


Look! 

How cowers! 
him 

Who sends his bombers 
Over Korea. 


Shoot 
those 
Not able close 
The belts 
Over their dollar-swollen bellies. 


Against them 
need Army fighting fit. 


Christmas Guard 
Ivo Stuka 


Through the windows whipped with snow 
can see the border. 

There peace 

our borders. 


This line, cutting forests 
Cutting rivers into halves— 
leaden cloud tries cross 
From the skyscraper land. 


This cloud—each drop murderer, 
Each drop spy Ford’s— 

must caught the mountains 
must never pass— 

This dollar gang. 


Now, when the children’s eyes are glistening 
Under the glowing tree 

When the calendar says: It’s Christmas 
With all its joy. 

Now when country breathing 

Softly under the snow. 

Quiet now! 


eyes must pierce the snowstorm 
The shepherd sleeps— 

The wolves are the prowl 

And spies crawl the border. 


Sleep softly, darling. 
Your letter like glowing star 
Warms stiff hands 

While keep finger 

the trigger gun. 
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Everything for Peace 
Ales 


meadow spring. Peace everywhere. 

The sun smiling down upon fields grain. 

work, win, strike with overfulfilled plans. 


All those whose aim destruction, 

Who want hear our mothers cry, and see their tears! 
With every effort help load the gun, 

The gun chase the shadows from our buds. 


This gun—our work. The plan bomb 
Destroying more than monopoly’s atoms. 
will stop wars. 


Our peace growing, strengthening, bloom 
Under the sun freedom. Happiness our horizon. 
For peace sign gladly—with work, 

For peace burst into everlasting bloom. 


signature—a shell; work—a gun 
Spoiling the sleep those Wall Street. 
Signatures millions closing in; 
Signatures saying: are finishing you off. 


And they will. That’s Stalin’s order. 
Unshakable truth gather from his lips. 
all who waver want say: 

Where Stalin there too victory. 


The Oath 
Rudolf Franz 


took the oath. heart beating 

Against ribs, sounding like steel girders 
building site some sunny morning 
Where the masonry hunger torn down. 


remembered. Eyes bright stars, 

Miners’ eyes, hot with promises tomorrow. 
saw turbine driving the blood life 
Through the veins city tomorrow. 


stood there from the Kremlin’s towers 
ray light had fallen carillon, 
From the window where Stalin leaning 
Over the map happiness, country! 


stood there Hussite chorals 

Were driving invaders from our doors, 

the Chods* were leading once more 

mountain tops, clubs clutched our hands. 


took the oath. Forever remember 
Your sacred heritage, Jan 

And learn fight, fight like you. 


The Stalin steel our weapons 

swore love. love our Soviet 
Brothers, swore. learn from them. 
learn crush the enemy like Stalin. 


Trocnov the famous Hussite leader, Zizka. The 
Chods were Czech tribe living the Bavarian border. They 
were border guards who repelled the German invasions. 


Special Feature 


Lullaby 
Alexej Kusak 


Sleep quietly, sonny, your cot 
The whole country will defend you. 
Don’t cry and let mommy rest 
cry and let mommy rest 
Don’t disturb her sleep. 


Your father has loaded gun 

stalks the forest with 

Where there someone with cruel eyes 
Where there someone with cruel eyes 
The messenger death. 


Even walked cat-like feet 
Softly walked secret paths, 

one can pass 

one can pass 

Without being heard. 


Even should lose himself 
Like ball wool the brush 
Sonny, would drag him out 
Sonny, would drag him out 
make your life secure. 


When come home, ho, ho, 
will ride and down 
Under our sky peace 
Under our sky peace 

shall together. 


Thanks the Soviet Heroes 
Jaromir Nohavica 


This day May would never have dawned 

our country—one great prison, 

Marred fresh dug graves 

And smoke from ruins, would have veiled the sky 


not for you, Stalin’s Army, 

you had not come aid our Prague. 

Our soil would never again have golden harvests 
banish death and night. 


Our world would have been shambles 
Exhausted—unable rise again 

Comrade Stalin the Kremlin 

Had not ordered you fly, 


You red-winged eagles, 

smash the enemies’ thinned ranks. 
not lose time! 
not lose time! 


Truly, new arson 

Would drop atom bombs 

vineyards, fields 

Which drank the farmers’ sweat 


Destroy our cities 

Crush all life dust, 

there was not the Kremlin’s halls 
man, man they fear. 


They fear that people Stalin’s time 
Want build and live 
the way that has promised. 
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Letter from Love 
Stepan 


read your letter white snow 
Speaking love that never tires. 
Stay well dear one, lover, 
And answer soon. 


You know our lives were always one 
And never will they cease 
Today went work the lathe, 

The lathe that lives and one us. 


felt come alive 
When caressed its sides 
Your picture looking down us. 


When you come home again 
shall compete together 
You will happy and with you. 


Can’t Apathetic 
Jaromir Nohavica 


America with its bloody stars and stripes. 


can’t hear without shudder 
injustices done Korea. 


can’t apathetic—it concerns too: 
The fight for justice Korea. 
Exploiter’s roads are blind alleys. 

The people know that victory near. 


see the new houses grow from the ruins, 
Death giving birth life. 

Fields strewn with dead and wounded 
Will bloom and yield again. 


Our power will mightier still, 

The strength liberated working class 
And will suffice drown, 

Truman, your utopian dreams. 


The Submachine Gun 
Josef Zahradnicek 


nurse like dearest love; 

will help save village, 

The house where was born, the orchard. 
more shackles, swear! 


Take care! Today, fine masters 
This weapon, bird-like hand, 
Could sing another song. 


hold softly precious gem, 

This weapon our comrades 

Helps guard the murmur our motors, 
Their music echoing through the land. 


Country’s Tomorrow 
Vaclav Kohoutek 


Because love the happy smile mothers, 
Children’s faces carefree play, 

Because love the factories the suburbs 
want grip gun—and guard! 


Your tomorrow, country, born the mountains: 
Children hurrying school from afar 

The strong hands masons holding red bricks 
And tractors the field singing their song. 


Grain waves the horizon, country 

Pure songs human happiness, great love, 
Are pouring from the skies. 

stand firm our places—on guard! 


For your tomorrow, beautiful country, 
For your sun, for its eternal brightness 
For all your flowers glittering with dew 

grip gun, and keep guard! 


Rookies’ Welcome 
Josef Rodr 


Hail work! Comrades welcome! 

The soldier seeing that not alone. 


lie the grass and blend with the soil’s breath 


the embrace true love 

And caress gently. 

beautiful guard the sleep children 
guard the roses glowing their cheeks. 
Tomorrow theirs! 

beautiful guard with loaded rifles 
And watch the lost battle fade away. 


Dear Korea 
Jaromir Nohavica 


Our soil smells the sweetest 
Because it’s our native earth. 
Across the oceans Korea 
Thunder shakes the land. 


Here Bohemia hear 

Because that faraway land dear 

and that dear people who refuse 
let the foe destroy their native earth. 


But listen, truth will prevail always 
And will victorious again today. 
There strength hidden people 
Which frees them easily from chains. 
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Control Foreigners 


describes the controls now effect: 


foreigner can depart from the locality where 
resides without securing authorization from the 
militia. Permits are issued only for specific business 
family reasons, and only places the interior 
the country. special permit, issued directly cen- 
tral headquarters the militia, necessary order 
travel border zones such Constanta, Turnu- 
Severin, Giurgiu, etc. 


“2. foreign citizen residing Romania has the 
right purchase sell real estate without previously 


securing permission from the Ministry Internal Com- 


“3. Foreign citizens are not allowed marry Ro- 
manian subjects. This restriction was adopted 1948. 


“At the beginning April, all workers West Euro- 
pean citizenship residing countries behind the Iron 
Curtain were dismissed from State factories and enter- 
prises. Romania, these people were called the 
Office Alien Control and invited either depart 
from Romania the shortest possible time adopt 
Romanian citizenship. The majority, who chose emi- 
gration, left the country via Constanta Curtici, the 
only routes permitted for departure from Romania. 


“It should noted that citizens other Communist- 
governed countries who live Romania are not affected 
these restrictions.” 


Restrictions foreigners living Romania and other 
Curtain countries have been tightened during the 
last six months. refugee who left Romania ‘in June 


News Briefs 


New Scale Music 


article entitled Few Problems Teaching 
Composition,” the August issue the Hungarian music 
review, Zenei Szemle, declared that music like all other 


arts must become articulate voice building Com- 


“The present curriculum the Music Academy re- 
quires good deal pupils far ideology con- 
cerned. However, present, these requirements remain 
requirements only and are frequently not met. The 
principles Socialist realism must more vigorously 
expressed teaching. Today, when the conflict be- 
tween the two world camps has become intensified 
all fields, especially important that the artist take 
definite stand, and fight for the cause progress, 
Socialism and peace against the forces reaction. The 
musician must use his compositions weapon this 

“It when the composer still student that 
must taught consider music from the point 
view principles. Bourgeois aesthetics loudly advo- 
cated the principle artistic detachment, regarding 
art the world beauty, world pure forms, Con- 
trary this conception, our art must not 
end itself, but means education; not merely 
representation existing realities, but guide the 
future realities our Communist life. 
words, ‘[Art] must express the sentiments, thoughts and 
will the masses, and uplift the masses. This ulti- 
mate goal must never forgotten the course 
teaching. The pupil must always able put into 
words the sentiments wants express his music, 
and name the source these sentiments. the 
duty point out the pupil whether 
not these sentiments and ideas are correct.” 


| 
| 
| 
q 
| 


Fundamental Grasp 


Kvety (Prague), October carried this story ex- 
ample the performance well-trained child: 


“One the most encouraging features our times 
the friendship between Pioneers [Communist boy 
scouts] and our soldiers. The other day express 
train from Slovakia, Pioneer was sitting the window 
opposite some soldiers. After while the Pioneer took 
pencil and paper and began draw. First drew 
line symbolizing the border our country and the 
simple silhouette soldier, Border Guard. our 
side the border drew with few strokes the outline 
and the caption, “This what want.’ 
the other side the border made few scribbles 
representing the ruins houses, with the caption, “This 
what they want!’ Children the old Republic were 
unable grasp fundamentally the task the Army. 
They were not trained this 


Book Publishing Hungary 


Reports the Budapest press Book Week held 
September gave detailed information Hungarian book 
publishing under the Communist regime. was claimed 
that 1951, 12,197 titles were published total 
58,900,000 copies, compared the 1938 figure 3,136 
titles 7,800,000 copies. 


Quoting Marton Horvath, member the Political Com- 
mittee the Hungarian Communist Party, Nepszava, Sep- 
tember wrote: “The Soviet books are the textbooks 
Socialist patriotism. This fact reflected figures 
proving the enormous circulation Soviet books fig- 
ures which would have been inconceivable the past. 
However, not only Soviet literature has been circulated. 
the years between 1945 and 1951 published Rus- 


sian classical works.” 


Szabad Nep, August 27, reported: “From 1945 1951, 
seven and quarter million copies the works Marx- 
ism-Leninism appeared Hungary. Last year more than 
30,000 copies Petofi’s Collected Poems were 


That statistics can misleading was admitted Minis- 
ter Culture Jozsef Revai: “Very often fail realize 
that the fact that books may found library shelves 
does not mean that the books are actually read.” re- 
port Magyar Nemzet, September issued the library 
the Hungarian State Iron and Steel Works, illustrates 
point: 


“It indeed interesting read the pink file cards 
the library. They tell what each worker 
interested in, what books has read. Here, for example, 
Rozsa card. She years old, attended 
six years public school. far (she has not been 
employed long) she has read the following books: 
two books Zsigmond Moricz [classical Hungarian 
peasant writer], one Istvan Orkeny [new author], one 
Jules Verne, and one Kalman Mikszath [Hun- 
garian classic]. This list proves that nobody the li- 
brary has called Rozsa attention Soviet 
literature.” 


Human Nerves Pitted Against “Strong” 
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Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), September 28, chided the Polish 
“The State Tobacco Industry vecently had brilliant idea for 
testing the endurance its customers’ nerves. The cigarettes called 
Strong are ingeniously prepared that, with perfect precision, 
they out every few seconds. The test proved 
nerves cannot stand the strain and smoken rec 
fall into hysterical rages. Taking advantage this 
the Tobacco Industry has decided use its invention problem 
manufacturing other brands such Sports, Vacationists 
Sea-gulls.” 
treme 
ence 
bates 
Considerations Court Procedure 
exiled Hungarian lawyer describes new kind suitab 
‘evidence’ being admitted into court trials Hungary: 
“According recent regulations, trying State em- 
ployees, the defendant’s work record must taken into 
consideration. This must done not only new cases 
but cases already progress. a), 
short while ago, textile worker who stole 120 old 
forints [$10] worth yarn from his factory was sentenced 
eight months’ imprisonment the “Th 
Court. The worker appealed the Vac County Court. served 
Prior the trial, the County Court asked the union 


shop committee the factory submit written 
opinion the ‘relations his work.’ The 
committee ‘could not give enthusiastic opinion’ be- 
cause the worker was not member the Communist 
Party nor the labor brigade, and did not participate 
labor competitions. The County Court, taking all 
these circumstances into consideration, changed the sen- 
tence two years’ imprisonment.” 


Steinbeck Stopped 


Literarni Noviny (Prague), September 30, gave the fol- 
lowing version author John Steinbeck’s recent visit 


France: 


“The American author John Steinbeck, who long 
ago exchanged service literature for service the 
dollar, recently took trip France. This war insti- 
gator’s task was probe French public opinion de- 
termine the results imperialist war propaganda against 
the Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies. the 
magazine this provocateur Steinbeck writes 
quite openly. ‘decided dig deep’ and ‘not study 
public opinion only from the pages newspapers.’ 
With special fervour declares that ‘French newspapers 
are even more distant from the people than our own.’ 

“Probably hoping that would find more favorable 
material among farmers, Steinbeck went the obscure 
wine-producing village Poligne, region wealthy 
landowners. But Steinbeck was disappointed his cal- 
culations. became clear that the ‘voice the USA,’ 
now Steinbeck’s voice also, has had influence what- 
ever the farmers. Even the author himself had 
admit this. want only peace!’ shouted one farmer, 
‘we not want anything which could lead 
war, and not want you anything for us. 
have had enough war and are sick and tired 
it!’ this warmonger was stopped short the re- 
sistance the French farmers.” 


Pressing Preoccupation 


recent escapee, formerly member the Czecho- 
slovak Youth League, reveals the nature the ideological 


problems discussed League meetings: 


“With regard ideology, discussions became ex- 
tremely animated after the All-Party Ideological Confer- 
ence February, 1952. Particularly vivid were the de- 
bates questions fashion and how dress. was 
almost impossible come agreement during the 


meetings the type shirt and the width trousers 


News Briefs 


into this one take home water from the sacred stream 
nearby. Our youth decided change the significance 
this religious festival. And they indeed changed 
completely giving more idealistic content. 
now holiday friendship, cultural activities and 
amusement for the youth this country. 

“This year the festival day, various plays were 
staged depicting the huge growth the Peace Movement 
and unmasking the imperial- 
ism. The dramatics collective the village Batish- 
nitiza put play called The Marshall Plan. The 
Pioneers the village Ostriza staged scenes the 
heinous American outrages Korea.” 


Show 


Two exhibitions opened recently Budapest, according 
newspaper reports. Commenting the “Peace Poster 
and Five-Year Plan Graphic Arts Magyar 
Nemzet (Budapest), October wrote: “From the general 
impression given the exhibition, may say that 
encouraging and artistic demonstration the gigantic 
results the Five-Year Plan. shows how the new 
world Socialism being built.” 


The “First Arts and Crafts Exhibition the People’s 
Democracy” was less favorably received the press. The 
September issue Szabad Muveszet (Budapest) declared: 


“The point the exhibition show the relation- 
ship between functional arts and higher living stand- 
ard. could hardly claimed that the articles and ar- 
rangements the exhibition give evidence the present 
instruction and information are concerned, the exhibi- 
tion has failed fulfill its One the goals 
was display works art which illustrate Socialist real- 
ism. The artists must work out the correct means ex- 
pression, for grave mistake think that the 
principle Socialist realism can expressed utility 
article the same means can picture. This 
would incorrect and schematic application 
Marxism-Leninism.” 


Socialist Realism 


The following anecdote reported circulating Prague: 


“The new Czechoslovak commercial attaché was re- 
ceived Stalin, who was curious know liked 
Moscow. 


suitable for progressive Youth League much,’ the attaché said. ‘It beautiful city. 
rague, with garden where children cou ay. 
keeping with Communist practice, Narodna Mladej and there place for the children play.’ 
religious Saint has been changed Red Square for Czech attaché. The attaché thanked 
given “more idealistic Stalin profusely. 
“The old religious holiday Saint Marina was ob- few weeks later, the attaché strolled over Red 
art. served [in the village Batishnitza] for many years. Square see how his villa was coming along. There 
ion this holiday people from the neighboring villages flocked was sign construction work anywhere. few more 
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weeks went by, and again strolled over Red Square, 
and still there was nothing. After year gave 
looking for his villa Red Square, but when, an- 
other reception, Stalin inquired how the attaché liked 
Moscow now that had villa with garden Red 
Square, the attaché told the Marshal that construction 
had not even been started yet and that was still living 
the tenth floor skyscraper. 

“Once more Stalin called his first secretary, but 
this time asked for newspaper. opened the 
paper and pointed picture beautiful villa 
Red Square, with the attaché the doorstep and his 
children playing the garden. The caption read: “This 
how the Czechoslovak attaché lives Moscow.’ 

Czechs are strange people,’ Stalin said the 
attaché. ‘You meditate and dream instead reading 
the 


Incisive Action 


Trud (Sofia), September reported typical pro- 
duction dilemma one Bulgaria’s State enterprises, and 
described the unique solution: 


“The superintendent the Tolbuhin branch the 
State Grain Enterprise held conference which 
made the following announcement: ‘Comrades, our 
collective ready buy the grain deliveries the en- 
tire country. This year will fully apply the well- 
tested Soviet methods. Our laboratories are furnished 
with ultra-modern equipment. The only instrument 
lack the scissor with which the grain split de- 
termine its cross section. This instrument great im- 
portance. With establish the proper grade and 
quality the grain foods. Our main office Sofia has 
informed that few days they will supply with 
enough scissors satisfy our needs.’ 

“Everything was under control except for the scissors, 
which continued missing. clever clerk from the 
same branch suggested that the breaking the grain 
could done tooth. 

“The workers began try this method, but progress 
was very slow. Several employees were panic-stricken, 
since some them had false teeth teeth all. 
One morning the superintendent Angeloff gathered all 
the employees his office and examined their incisors 
they were race horses. The employees chewed the 
grain half for ten days and still the scissors did not 
arrive.” 


Practice What You Teach 


The Hungarian weekly Vilag the Hun- 
garian-Soviet Friendship September 11, appealed 
its readers: 


“This year the teaching the Russian language will 
become national mass movement. According the 
Plan, there will 4,000 courses given 60,000 students. 
cities and industrial plants, the instruction the work- 
ers will begin September 15. must explained 
the workers that taking the Russian language 
the invaluable Soviet experience will become more ac- 
cessible them. However, important that those 


who proclaim the advantages studying the Russian 
language should learn themselves too.” 


About last year’s program, the paper wrote: 


“Last year the teaching cadres satisfied themselves 
with halfway results. They started the courses but then 
did not follow the organizational work, and ne- 
glected supervision. The attendance gradually dwindled 
away.” 


Chinese Boxes 


tendency treat all matters, however slight, highly 
secret, well-known phenomenon countries behind 
the Iron Curtain. Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), September 
21, poked fun the extent which Polish officials carry 
this policy: 


“In brief item the August issue Trybuna 
Ludu, called attention the fact that there ex- 
treme shortage curtain rods the market. So, when 
received through the mail rather thick letter 
which the seal the Central Board Wood Industry 
appeared were convinced that contained 
planation the above-mentioned situation. Upon open- 
ing the envelope, found another one, slightly smaller, 
sealed with huge ‘Confidential.’ went ahead and 
opened this one, only find that contained third 
envelope, considerably smaller but sealed six places, 
presumably prevent any leakage its secret. de- 
cided open this one. contained small piece 
paper with few words advising that the Central 
Board Industry had referred the matter curtain rods 
the Central Board Furniture Industry. 

“Do not, dear reader, tell this anybody. 
great secret which must guarded with three envelopes 
and seven seals.” 


Science Fiction 


The Hungarian magazine Pajtas, issued the Central 
Committee DISZ [Communist Youth Organization] for 
children, published the following story illustrating the con- 
flicting roles Soviet and Western scientists: 


“At one end the world, astronomer studied the 
universe and suddenly perceived unusual star which 
was sending glaring beams the earth. The scientist, 
blinded the glare, exclaimed, star 
Then occurred him that the sun exploded 
would the end the world. But consoled him- 
self with the thought that the Soviet people were work- 
ing bravely and serenely, thus conquering even the ex- 
plosion the sun, for the Communists are victorious 
even the face 

“At the other end the world, America, another 
scientist drove home his luxurious car. home 
heard the radio announcer scream, million miners 
are going strike today!’ The scientist started fume, 
and decided break the strike before started. 
summoned the reporters the large newspapers and 
told them the following: ‘As was studying the skies 
today was struck terrible glare. The sun going 
explode, which means the end the world. Under 
these circumstances one cannot think about tomorrow, 
and the strike 
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hly paper flags. Some windows, indicate that they are 
really still meat shops, have few sausages wrapped Czechoslovakia, the Communist Party endeavoring 
ber silver paper—these, course, are dummies. left absorb the national Boy Scout movement into the Party- 
23, charged that the basic purpose all Boy Scout move- 
the window. She may, did this girl, make ments indoctrinate youth the support the 
‘nest’ the rug for the doves peace; she may also 
hang the well-liked slogan the Six Year Plan Scouting, with its romantic atmosphere, its games 
bring green plant from her home and put next semi-military nature, its loyalty pledges monarchs 
the great Stalin. This often pays off, shown and traditional ruling classes, has its true purpose the 
the example this salesgirl, who received reward raising generation after generation trained unques- 
zlotys for the best window the Meat Cooperative.” tioning acceptance the capitalist system. 
“Today, the Boy Scout movement and its sister organi- 
zation, the Girl Guides, are not ranked among the or- 
eography Gymnastics ganizations supporting the world-wide call for peace. 
young refugee who graduated from Bulgarian sec- The leaders the Boy Scout movement, all whom 
ondary school tells incident his geography class: are members the aristocracy the bourgeoisie, justify 
sisting that the Scout Movement non-political. This 
had been published 1945. contained this passage 
has not prevented various National Boy Scout Associa- 
the United States: ‘Although America the youngest 
ferent races, that country has achieved national unity cal organizations, and particy- 
pes perhaps other country has. The people are all Ameri- 
cans, speak one language, and work for the same goals. 
They have developed the highest degree efficiency and where still exists organization, young people are 
taught that the capitalist system both perfect and per- 
entral “In 1951, the teacher ordered his students delete manent, and that who seck change 
regarded subversive. The dominant nations the 
for the passage from their textbooks. ‘We have believe 
Scout movement are Britain and the United States, 
con not what the book says, but what the Ministry orders, the 
true ese imperialist warmongers thus have Fifth Column 
the pledged support capitalism.” 
hich 
ing! Every tick the clock the “building 
Radio Kossuth (Budapest), October gave The following report the escape Czechoslovak 
step-by-step description the start Hungarian law student compiled from the escapee’s own statements: 
Everything begins somewhere; even escape from 
rious “It Monday morning the cotton plant Obuda. Soviet-dominated Czechoslovakia can begin with bet. 
The workers arrive groups 20-25 bus and trolley. Ivan Pluhar, year-old law student from Brno, Mo- 
other Young women bring their children leave them for ravia, sentenced years forced labor for treason 
the day the nurseries. a.m. there already and espionage, worked the radium mines Jachymov 
much activity around the plant. 6:30 more than Bohemia. There, 3,000 prisoners are guarded 600 
300 workers have arrived, and the time clocks are click- Security Police, and spies abound among the prisoners. 
ing merrily. Those who come foot from their nearby various means, Pluhar managed assigned 
and homes arrive about 6:45. 6:50 the factory whistle shaft where some friends worked. Together they planned 
skies blows announce the beginning the ‘ten minutes escape, but first had win the confidence their 
going Pledge.’ However, the majority the workers arrive civilian overseer, whose disfavor could split the group 
Under only just now and obvious that only very few and delay the escape, not make altogether impos- 
orrow, start working ten minutes ahead time they have sible. 


Food—For Thought 


salesgirl who escaped Germany describes the art 
window display today’s meatless Poland: 


“As long there were private butcher shops Swid- 
nica, their exteriors reminded passersby the purpose for 
which the shops were business; the windows were full 
meat. Today, the windows the butcher shop are 
decorated with pictures Stalin, Bierut and Rokossow- 
ski. These three pictures are every window the 
Meat Cooperative and are decorated with red and white 


voluntarily pledged themselves do. 


News Briefs 


“Seven Work begins. There are three more 
workers who arrive the run. They rush the 
time clock and punch just seven But 
they are late all the same. First all, they missed the 
‘ten minutes pledge,’ thus going back their given 
word. Secondly, the time they change and get 
their places the clock will show least 7:10. For the 
time being only warn the three Comrades rise 
least minutes earlier the morning.” 


Cubs for Capitalism 


“Now, strange institution Communist Czechoslova- 


kia the so-called STASKA—the State Betting Office, 
where weekly wagers are accepted the results soccer 
matches the summer and hockey matches the win- 
ter. Every Monday, all newspapers published list 
ten matches, and the bettors have forecast the results: 
home team win, visitors win, draw. Whoever guesses 
the results all ten matches wins handsome sum, the 
share all bets placed Czechoslovakia, after the 
State has taken generous cut. There are also second 
and third prizes. 

“The civilian overseer the radium mines was bet- 
ting addict and unlucky. friend, daily contact with 
the overseer, suggested that Pluhar, versatile sportsman, 
might help since knew all about soccer. The overseer 
was delighted. The first prediction made Pluhar was 
completely correct, but the overseer had forgotten post 
the bet and lost nearly 100,000 crowns [2,000 dollars]. 
tore his hair despair, but Pluhar’s reputation 
forecaster was made, Thereafter, following pre- 
dictions, the overseer won second and two third prizes. 

“Grateful the ‘court forecaster’, the overseer did not 
keep Pluhar under strict surveillance, and Pluhar 
daily managed slip away and help dig escape tun- 
nel. After two years the mine, group six made 
good their escape through abandoned shaft they had 
dug out. Eight grueling days later they were all safe 
the American zone Germany.” 


Literary Truant 


Following the Conference State Tractor Station work- 
ers Brno, Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), March 25, re- 


“It has been claimed the conference that the fore- 
man the brigade workers Letovice distributed the 


work for the day among the brigades, and when they 
started work the fields, himself took refuge 
heated stove. Comfortably relaxing, read detective 
story. This not only gross negligence, but there 
direct connection between the neglect his duties and 


Children Now State-Owned 


order halt the steadily growing shortage labor 


“At the age 14, children are longer covered 
the family ration card because they are considered fit for 
manual work. This makes parents more inclined cede 
their children the State schools, which means sign- 
ing contract relinquishing all rights the children for 
period three four years. These contracts specify 
that ‘the State will meet all expenses except cases 
where the children escape from school and return home. 
such cases all expenses will covered the parents.’ 

“One such school for farmers’ children situated 
Mihai Bravu Street Bucharest. For four hours day 
the children are given lessons bakery, pottery, me- 
chanical work and building. They also ‘practice’ fac- 
tories for additional four hours. 

“About children have been recruited work 
the Argila Rosie kilns, where they are replacing adult 
workers. For the most part, they are employed push- 
ing carts. The entire salary paid the management for 
the work these children drawn their school. Such 
children are dressed special uniforms. They are ade- 
quately taken care the State schools, and seem 
better fed than other children.” 


Romania, the government has turned recruiting 
farmers’ children for training special trade schools. 
refugee reports: 
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Research Projects Eastern Europe 


Prepared the National Committee for Free Europe 


The studies listed below have recently been members the Research and Publi- 
cations Service. They are available limited quantities and may obtained writing News From 
BEHIND THE National Committee for Free Europe, 110 West 57th Street, New York 
19, New York. 


Some Basic Information the Czechoslovak School System (Research and Publications Service, 
September, 1952), pages, mimeographed. Relating political developments educational changes, 
this report describes the basic ordinances which the Communists have instituted their attempt 
gain complete control over the school system Czechoslovakia. These laws and regulations are directed 
toward Communist indoctrination young minds, alienation children from their parents, and rigid 
training for prospective recruits industrial labor force. Evidence given the report shows that 
the reorientation schools towards complete dependence governmental directives supported 
legal measures. Price cents. 


Forced Labor Camps and Prisons Bulgaria (Research and Publications Service, September, 
1952), pages, mimeographed. Beginning with the Communist coup d’etat September 1944, 
which abolished all democratic parties Bulgaria, this report shows how the Government introduced 
the Soviet police system confining forced labor, without trial, all elements considered hostile the 
regime. The setting “Committees for National Labor,” the creation forced labor camps and 
prisons for political and common law offenders are described. The various laws and decrees affect- 
ing the victims the regime and drafting them for “compulsory social labor” also are discussed. 
This study includes register the different forced labor camps engaged agriculture, coal-mining, 
hydro-clectric projects and dams, irrigation, stone quarries and city construction projects and demon- 
strates the strict discipline and ruthless treatment daily camp routine. conclusion, the cur- 
rent prisons are listed and insight into life those institutions given. Price cents. 


Collectivization Agriculture the Baltic Countries (Research and Publications Service, 
October, 1952), pages, mimeographed. Since 1940-41, when Soviet Russia first introduced the 
program agricultural collectivization the Baltic countries, resistance farmers has been con- 
siderable. After the war, with the intensification this program, conditions were made difficult 
the Russians that most the farmers were compelled make “voluntary” application collec- 
tive farm. 1950, the process collectivization was virtually completed, the smallholders having 
been able hold out the longest. However, the spirit the farmer and his attachment the soil 
have remained unchanged. This report includes descriptions collective farms, their equipment and 
operation, peasant resistance, inventories and distribution labor and the newly instituted Soviet-im- 
ported farm economy, the agrotown system. Judging the latest statistics, and despite the loudly 
heralded theoretical success the program, seems that the farmer now actually worse off than 
before and that the so-called agrarian reform, its sham redistribution land, has left all with 
feeling complete deprivation. Price cents. 


East European Accessions List, Library Congress, Washington, D.C.; Vol. No. (June, 
1952). These bulletins record the current Library Congress accessions East European publica- 
tions. They include material received from the following countries: Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Yugoslavia. The entries are 
arranged country separate lists monographs and periodicals, and are given the original 
language transliterations, with English translations following each case. These lists are inval- 
uable scholars the area who need summarized catalogue the complete material available 
the Washington Library. They are for sale from the Superintendent Documents, U.S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. cents copy; subscription, $3.00 year domestic, $4.00 
year foreign. 
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